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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Druid Hills Landmark District Text Amendment 

March 2015 

The original Executive Summary came out in October 2013 in preparation for 
consideration by all Druid Hills- in- the- City property owners and the Civic 
Association board of directors.  It was disseminated via e-mail and U.S. mail.  At 
the November DHCA board meeting, the board voted to approve the Text 
Amendment.  It was hoped at the time that we were very near the legislative 
starting gate.  More than a year later, we are now at that point.  Specific sections 
had to be finalized e.g. the tree ordinance section with the City arborist and the 
Law Department had to review everything.  In addition, a List of Contributing/ 
Non-contributing Properties had to be finalized.  Because such a list (or map) 
was not a requirement when Druid Hills was initially designated by the City in 
1982, it had to be done with the Text Amendment.  (Cabbagetown Landmark 
District and Martin Luther King, Jr. Landmark District also designated in 1982 
had to “catch up” as well.)  Section III addresses the List. 

 Sections I and II are the same as the October 2013 Summary.  
 

I.  Purpose of Text Amendment. 

In September 2010, the City of Atlanta's Urban Design Commission initiated this Text 
Amendment project to clarify the rules governing the City's designated landmark and 
historic neighborhood districts and to simplify the process for certificates of 
appropriateness where possible. There were multiple goals for this project: 
	  

1) Add staff-level reviews for certain applications.  A staff-level review saves a 
taxpayer money and time by reducing the applicable fee and by eliminating 
the need for a full commission review of those applications.  

2) Amend existing language to clarify the intent of the regulations; 

3) Standardize language across districts where appropriate; and 

4) Update language to reflect current usages 
 

But importantly, the changes do NOT: 

•  Add more requirements to the regulations; 

•  Expand the scope of the regulations; or 
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•  Add or delete any geography to the districts 
 

The Druid Hills Landmark District covers the portions of the following streets that fall 
within the City limits: Ponce de Leon Avenue (including South Ponce), Fairview Road, 
Springdale Road, Oakdale Road, Lullwater Road, and Lullwater Parkway. 
 
 

II.  Proposed Changes for Druid Hills Landmark District Regulations. 

1) Staff-level review for fences and some paving.  Fences must satisfy certain 
criteria, e.g., height and materials, and must not be in a front yard.   Paving 
must not be visible from the public right-of-way, e.g., driveway expansion, 
walkway, or patio.  Currently these items require full commission review.  
Staff-level review saves both time and money:  $10 application fee instead of 
$100 and action within 14 days. 

2) Subdivision and/or consolidation of lots specifically addressed for all 
streets (sub-areas).  Currently only Ponce regulations provide requirements 
for subdivision and no mention is made of consolidation.  Given the intent of 
our Landmark District ordinance and the emphasis on maintaining the spatial 
attributes/features of the Olmsted plan in the regulations, it became clear that 
subdivision and consolidation needed clarification.  This is an issue that most 
of the neighborhood districts have for their own reasons. 

3)  The City’s tree ordinance specifically referenced to apply to Druid Hills.  
When the initial Druid Hills Landmark District designation was approved in 
1982, the City did not have a tree ordinance, so Druid Hills became the first to 
have a residential provision for protecting trees.  Now, with a strong City 
ordinance, there is no need to have a separate one. 

4)  Historic building period or “period of development” extended 
to 1941.  The current period of development guideline, 1895-1930, omits 
some 1931 to 1941 houses that “look like” those built in the earlier years 
of the 20th century in terms of style, workmanship, and materials.  These 
houses are already considered contributing structures.  The change from 
1930 to 1941 solely eliminates a current ambiguity. 

 

SECTION III. Contributing/Non-contributing Properties List provision.   

 Section 16-20B.003(9) General Regulations adopts the Druid Hills Landmark 
District List of contributing/non-contributing properties.  Contributing buildings are 
those built during the historic building period.  For accessory buildings only, the 
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provision also lays out a procedure for determining whether these are contributing 
buildings in order to determine whether a Type IV COA is needed for an application to 
demolish the accessory building e.g. garage, carriage house, guest house.  This 
procedure codifies what has been a policy practice. 

 

TIMELINE 

Urban Design Commission hearing:  September 23 

NPU-N meeting:  September 24 

Zoning Review Board:  hearing  October 1 or 8   

City Council Zoning Committee::  October 14 

Full City Council meeting:  October 19 

 

A copy of this executive summary will be provided to every single-family, school, 
church and other address within the City portion of Druid Hills. Condominium owners 
will receive a copy through their home-owner associations. 

E-mail notices will be sent by individual street and other networks as well the DHCA E-
News. 

FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT with LIST and link to CITY 
TREE ORDINANCE are available on the DHCA website:  www.druidhills.org 

http://www.druidhills.org

