
 
DRUID HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC 

Board of Directors Meeting 
St John’s Lutheran Church 

Wednesday, September 18, 2013, at 7:30 PM 
 
IN ATTENDANCE (20) 
Officers: J Critz, C Vandenberg, K Gibson, B MacGregor, D Shuey, J Yates 
Chairs: B Vogel, T Elam, A Wallace, M St. Louis, 
2013: C Keenan,   2014: S Cappel, T Greene,   2015: B Evans, S Storbeck, C Waterbury,  
Guests: Johnny Osborne, Bob Balou, John Critz. 
 
President Justin Critz opened the meeting by reporting that Mary Angela Whyte had suffered a 
stroke last night and is at Emory Hospital.  Mary Angela has been the publisher of the DH News 
for 21 years. 
 
The minutes of the summer months of May June and August were all approved. 
 
Requests for Funding 
A Lullwater Garden Club presentation was made by Jane Kelly:   
The Lullwater Garden is an important part of our history and is the only garden that still exists 
from a 1920’s publication on Atlanta gardens.  Since then, detrimental effects such as invasive 
plants and erosion from storm drain run-off have slowly been building.  Due to greater run-off 
from increased paving, the trunks of many mature trees are now exposed causing threats to the 
environmental health of the tract as well as personal safety in this well used garden. 
Correcting these problems will be expensive, labor intensive and require professionally designed 
and engineered solutions.  The required actions have been sequenced in three phases spread out 
over a five-year period.  The first involves curbing the entire park to control erosion followed by 
restoration of the streambed.  A gutter flow analysis is required to ensure that street flooding will 
not result. 
The Lullwater Garden Club has begun a major fundraising campaign, which will require 
significant support from beyond the immediate neighborhood.  In order to pursue major funding, 
the LGC must first show significant community support as well as the commitment of its 
members. The Executive Committee has recommended a $15K donation of $5K per year for three 
years.  A motion to support the LGC restoration project as recommended passed without 
opposition. 
 
Neighbors of Parkwood Park had raised significant funds to prepare for last April’s tour but their 
funds have been depleted this summer for multiple emergency tree removals due to the 
extraordinary summer rainfall.  In order to continue their plans to refurbish the park, a request for 
funding has been made.  The DHCA donated funds for chippers several years ago when the 
neighborhood began the labor-intensive restoration of the park.  
The EC supports a donation of $3K spread out over 2 years, and a motion to support the restoration 
project as recommended passed without opposition. 
 
Becky Evans reported on plans to host the Emory Village block party on September 29th from 3-
6pm.  This Open Streets DeKalb event will take place on North Decatur Road, which will be 
closed to automobile traffic between the two circles.  There is support from the local businesses 
and activity leaders are being sought as well as volunteers to post flyers in public spaces.  All 
should be helping to spread the word.  There will be no outside vendors or booths, and distribution 
of brochures and neighborhood issues will not take place.  The EC made a $500 contribution, 
which will recognize the DHCA as a supporter of the event. 
 



Good Growth DeKalb is a well-organized neighborhood group adjacent to DH that is opposing the 
proposed Walmart development in Decatur.  They have been supportive of recent DHCA efforts 
and, although there are concerns that GGD is not in our immediate neighborhood, the development 
does affect us and the DHCA has a history of supporting other civic associations. 
GGD has requested a $1K donation and a decision to support GGD was tabled until next month. 
 
Emory Update 
Becky Evans gave an update from Emory’s “Ask Mike” meeting.  

• Emory has purchased the last private house in the Haygood/Ridgewood/North Decatur 
corridor and is still planning to develop the Haygood entrance to Emory although funding 
does not presently exist.  In the meantime there will be a half-mile path with active exercise 
stations in the corridor. 

• The 200 bed hospital addition next to the Law School will be clad in marble and glass and 
will include an expansion of the existing pedestrian bridge across Clifton with a separate 
route for hospital patients.  Completion is planned for 2017. 

• Tree removal for the Georgia Power’s electric substation on N. Decatur Rd. has begun. 
• Phase I of the Emory Pointe development is 80-90% rented, mostly to people connected to 

CDC and Emory.  The second phase will include smaller units with lower rents and should 
be completed by the end of 2014. 

 
 
Fall Festival on Ponce 
The festival will take place October 19-20, and the DHCA has been offered a table which we will 
man.  So far having a limit of 2 festivals per year gives the park vegetation a chance to recover, but 
no legal limits of events exist.  A suggestion was made to combine the Spring Festival with the 
DHCA house tour, but in 2014 the Tour will take place on the first weekend in May since Easter is 
late this year and because conflicts exist with other April festivals. 
 
DHCA House Tour update 
So far three houses are confirmed; two on Springdale and one on Fairview. 
 
Cityhood  
Mike St. Louis reported that the Cityhood Committee is attempting to determine how the proposals 
will play out in the legislature and how citizen input will affect the process.  It is important to 
remain engaged with council members and other political decision makers.  At a future time, we 
may need to poll voters but the cityhood committee’s current mission is to inform the community 
and keep the community unified. 
 
Land Use Updates 
Bruce MacGregor summarized concerns with the new zoning ordinance proposals with eight major 
points that need to be corrected.  The community needs to be proactive by communicating our 
concerns to the county zoning board.  Judy Yates suggested that we should also inform other 
community organizations of our concerns. 
A motion was made to send to DeKalb County Zoning a summary of corrections to be made to the 
proposed zoning ordinance that will be drafted by Bruce MacGregor.  The motion passed without 
opposition. 
 
Fernbank Elementary School 
There will be a meeting tomorrow at the Sam Moss Service Center on Montreal Rd. where 
neighbors will advocate for the reconfiguration of the existing county plan for a new Fernbank 
Elementary School building in order to better serve the community before plans are finalized.  
 
Other Community Issues 



Steven Cappel reported that Fernbank Museum, which owns and now controls the Fernbank 
Forest, is beginning a $20M campaign to expand the forest access and to remove all non-native, 
invasive plantings. 
 
John Critz communicated with Bobby Buckler about landscaping around the perimeter of the 
proposed Clifton Ridge development and pointed out that the currently required detention pond 
may be problematic for both the developer and the community.  Concerns were expressed about 
negotiations while lawsuits are still pending.  
 
Johnny Osborne reported that the DHCA Yard-Sale scheduled for this weekend has enrolled 29 
sites. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:24. 
 


