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DeKalb County residents may not have enough fingers – and toes for that matter – to count all 
the problems plaguing the state’s fourth largest county. And while the population continues to 
grow, according to the most recent Census data it has risen from 707,401 in 2012 to 713,340 in 
2013, the harmony appears to be diminishing. 

Some of the most recent issues making headlines include: 

• The criminal proceedings against suspended CEO Burrell Ellis ended in a mistrial after 
the jury proved too divided to reach a verdict. To date, District Attorney Robert James has not 
said yet whether he will retry Ellis. 

• Commissioner Elaine Boyer pleaded guilty in federal court to criminal charges that arose 
after The AJC reported on irregularities in her use of county money. 

• County police over-reported crime stats that helped secure more than $2.3 million in 
federal grant funds. An audit reviewed three grants from Community Oriented Policing Services 
totaling more than $4.5 million received by the county between July 2009 and September 2013. 
The money was to hire entry-level police officers and support efforts to reduce child 
endangerment, but the audit could not account for $783,186. 

The absence of two DeKalb County commissioners is apparent on a wall of the Clark Harrison 
Building in Decatur, Ga., on Sept. 15, 2014. The vacancies were created following the suspension 
of DeKalb CEO Burrell Ellis and the resignation of former DeKalb Commissioner Elaine Boyer.  

Some have argued that it’s time to go back to the drawing board and the best way to fix these 
messes is from the head down. Has DeKalb’s CEO form of government proven the wrong fit? 

We want to hear from you, metro Atlanta. Is it time for DeKalb County to abandon its current 
leadership structure? Or do the problems have nothing to do with that? 
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