
 
DRUID HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC 

Board of Directors Meeting 
St John’s Lutheran Church 

Wednesday, August 21, 2013, at 7:30 PM 
 
IN ATTENDANCE (25) 
Officers: J Critz, C Hamilton, C Vandenberg, M Hellerstein, K Gibson,  
B MacGregor, J Heerin, MA Whyte. J Yates 
Chairs: B Vogel, A Wallace, R Vicevich, M St. Louis, R Foust, S Misner 
2013: C Keenan, 2014: 2015: S Montgomery, J Stroud, C Waterbury, J Joffe 
Guests: Johnny Osborne, David Armstrong, John Critz. 
 
Justin opened the meeting by thanking Ann Wallace and Mike St. Louis for their hard 
work putting together the very successful and well-attended August 20 cityhood meeting 
at Glenn UMC.  Justin was also praised for his effective role moderating the meeting. 
 
Yard Sale 
No one has responded to a request to lead the fall neighborhood yard sale. Johnny 
Osborne, who has just moved to Briarcliff Rd. several weeks ago, then volunteered to 
take it on.  A September 28th date was suggested, but the yard sale has traditionally taken 
place during the same weekend as the Glenn Sale on September 21. 
 
Budget 
The Budget Committee has met and the budget is on track and will be submitted next 
month. 
 
Tour Update 
The Revenue chair has been filled, but an Operations Chair is still needed. 
One house has committed for next years tour.   
 
Communications/Website 
Claudia Keenan is doing a great job getting our web content updated and creating 
working links. 
The Board had previously voted to budget up to $200/month for Phil Brane (Right Brane 
Design) to develop the DHCA webpage and he has fulfilled all expectations for this. 
There is uniform consensus to continue improving the website and to add the following: 

• Ramping up email alerts (many are asking to sign up) 
• Include up-to-date minutes  
• Include the Board meeting agenda  
• Include a calendar with all meetings posted 
• News for individual Divisions so Division Chairs can contribute to their page 
• Include a Cityhood page 
• Include a question and answer page 

A motion was made to fund a one time extra startup fee of $500 for Phil Brane to continue 
expanding the DHCA website.  The motion passed without opposition. 
 
The July 24, 2013 minutes were approved. 
 
Chris Hamilton reported on the need to fill vacant Division Chair positions and to revitalize 
the Block Captain system.  There is also a concern that our association could be better 
organized and more effective if all leaders were “on the same page” and had clearly 
defined goals.  New leaders should not have to run around trying to find out what to do, 
and what has been done in the past.  All information for leaders should be in one 



accessible location where archives, minutes, spreadsheets, and organizational charts are 
easily accessed. 
Some concerns were expressed that divisions that already have a communications 
network will not want to have added burdens, but what is needed is a structure that 
makes all communication easier. 
 
Cityhood 
The Town Hall Meeting of August 20, 2013 was well attended and succeeded in making 
information about cityhood options accessible to the neighborhood. 
People will want more information, and details should become available on the DHCA 
web page. 
Preliminary Results of the Town Hall survey show that attendance was between 600 and 
700. 350 signed in with emails, and 340 surveys were returned with many comments, 
which will take time to tabulate. 
Discussion included questioning how data should be released to the public.  The survey 
numbers themselves are not too significant in the long run since voters outside of DH will 
dominate future voting on cityhood options.  A suggestion was made to hire a 
professional Public Relations group familiar with surveys and dealing with the press and 
political pressures.  There is no interest in having the DHCA take a position at this time 
but that may change in the future.  At present, the role of the DHCA is to be a source of 
information for the community and our assessment of the Town Hall survey results clearly 
shows that there is no one strong preference but that there is a lot of interest in cityhood. 
Judy Yates pointed out the need for data to make a comparison chart that shows relative 
sizes, populations, crimes, number of police, tax rates, etc. of the different cityhood 
options.  This is a job for the cityhood committee. 
Also, there is a need to educate the community on the political process of cityhood.  The 
legislature has control before any options get to referendum. (Davis Fox has a summary 
that could be used.)  If future facts reveal one option is not what we want, there are ways 
to influence results even when it is in the legislature. 
More information is needed about Decatur’s position against annexing DH.  Should the 
Lakeside proposal ever pass, a future option for Decatur annexation may become 
possible even though there are current concerns about the size of incorporating DH, 
Medlock and Victoria Estates. 
 
Land Use Updates 
Clifton Ridge (Buckler) lawsuit:  The Georgia Court of Appeals declined our 
Commissioners’ (Kathie Gannon and Jeff Rader) appeal.  There is no news concerning 
the DHCA lawsuit. 
 
Zoning Ordinance: 
The county may intend to come up with a new ordinance but we need to identify and 
communicate our objections to the existing proposal.  Judy Yates pointed out the we need 
to express our concerns to the commission in the next three weeks since that is when 
county planners start telling the commission what to do. 
 
Board Meeting adjourned at 9:01 pm 
 


