
 
DRUID HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Frazier Center 

Wednesday, July 24, 2013, at 7:30 PM 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Officers: J Critz, C Hamilton, C Vandenberg, M Hellerstein, M Gay, M Hellerstein, K Gibson,  
R Graham, B MacGregor, Dick Shuey, J Heerin, J Yates 
Chairs: A Wallace, C Hamilton, R Foust, S Misner 
2013: C Keenan, D Winston 2014: S Cappel 2015: S Montgomery, S Storbeck 
Guests: Jason Moss, Doug Lambert 
 
President Justin Critz opened the meeting by introducing Jason Moss: 
Fernbank Elementary School Rebuild 
Jason Moss (resident, parent and experienced architect in designing major projects) 
updated us on the preliminary DeKalb County Schools design to replace Fernbank ES.  
The plan shows a prototype to be used in multiple county locations and located at the 
bottom of the Fernbank site with a driveway for busses to enter the grounds and turn 
around.  Significantly, 3.5 acres of trees will be removed and a steep bus road behind 
residences is a concern of many neighbors.  Jason made a map of the existing footprint 
and trees and was able to reconfigure new parameters into a more compact design 
saving trees and turning the existing drive into a loop road for carpools.  The Fernbank 
PTA is interested in working with the DHCA and Principal Jason Marshall has met with 
the DCSS project manager to state our concerns.  There is a need to work with the 
county through proper channels since Fernbank is perceived as having obtained special 
favors in the past. 
A discussion followed the presentation and included support for Jason’s efforts and 
voiced a need to include our new school board member Marshall Orson.  Many residents 
are unaware of the new plans, and the logistics of such a large project gives the 
neighborhood some time to renegotiate details of the proposed school replacement. 
 
Druid Hills Charter Cluster 
Amy Power is one of the people leading a local effort to adopt a charter cluster, which will 
give more local autonomy to how Druid Hills and its feeder schools are run. A vote by all 
parents of school age children (even if not attending public schools) will take place at 
DHHS on August 16 (note, the vote took place on August 13). 
 
NPU-N Bylaws (Action Item) 
Jim Heerin, our NPU-N (Neighborhood Planning Unit) representative, stated that the By-
laws are periodically revised and minor changes are included this year.  Approval by 
affected civic associations is required, and the relevant change includes accommodating 
approval of actions needed between official meetings.  
A motion to approve the changes passed without opposition. 
 
Indemnification of Lelund Chung (Action Item) 
Lelund Chung is an adjacent homeowner to Clifton Ridge and is a plaintiff on the Zoning 
Board of Appeals suit.  The EC recommends that Lelund be indemnified by the DHCA as 
other plaintiffs have already been indemnified. 
The motion passed without opposition. 
 
Claudia Keenan History of the DHCA (Action Item)   
Claudia Keenan has written a history of the DHCA, which will be published with a few 
pictures and circulated.  The plan is to publish by October to be given to board members 



and new residents.  This is not a moneymaker but an investment to maintain our history 
for the 75th anniversary celebration.  Included are oral histories of those that lived here in 
the 1920’s & 30’s.  3000 copies are to be printed. 

1. EC recommends allocating up to $5K 
2. Roughly $3K to be used for publication/printing 
3. The Balance is for commemorating the 75th anniversary of the DHCA.  

Also, Claudia has agreed to serve as communications VP, but requires support and 
organization.  Phil Brane (Right Brane Design) will continue to update our website.  Those 
interested in participating should contact Claudia. 
 
Removal of $1K cap for donations from DHCA 
A proposal was made to remove the cap as well as the biannual deadlines for allocating 
donations, but the requirement of a written request to be considered by the EC will 
continue.  Judy Yates reminded us of the discord & problems that have been quelled 
since instituting the cap in August 2011. 
Mike Hellerstein suggested setting up a scoring system to prioritize requests, and there 
were suggestions to maintain the $1K limit with a system for exceptions.  Scott Storbeck 
volunteered to make revised application forms. 
A motion was made to remove the cap and application time frames with a condition that 
the revised application forms be in place by September. 
The motion passed without opposition. 
 
AIEV Request for Additional Funds (Action Item) 
AIEV has solicited funds for the Emory Village pocket park development and 
maintenance.  A donation plaque could allow the DHCA to exhibit a public presence of 
our leadership.  A $2000 donation was made last year, which gives us a place on the 
plaque.  If we contribute $3K more we will be one of two contributors in this higher level.  
There is an August 1 deadline as the plaque is being designed. 
A motion was made to approve an additional $3K donation since the project is particularly 
meritorious and the DHCA wants to show its support to the community.  The motion 
passed without opposition. 
 
(Justin Critz left for another meeting and Chris Hamilton then led the meeting) 
 
Cityhood Research and Updates 
Cathy Vandenberg reported that the Vinson Institute has approved a study for the City of 
Briarcliff proposal, and funds have been raised to start the study.  
There will be a very important Town Hall meeting on August 20 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm at 
the Glenn UMC.  The meeting will inform the community of the cityhood proposals.   
Support from the communities claimed by both proposals (Briarcliff and Lakeside) is 
unknown, so it is important that residents are informed.  Information such as pointing out 
that the differences between Atlanta and DeKalb taxes are minimal will be presented. 
It is important that all Division chairs get the word out about the Aug. 20 meeting. 
“Emergency Meeting” street signs are effective but can be expensive.  Thomas Winn has 
traditionally done this for the community.  Fliers also help. 
 
Land Use Updates 
1)  DeKalb County decided not to issue another stop work order on the Clifton Ridge 
development.  Of the three current lawsuits, two have been ruled on and are under 
appeal.  Our lawsuit on the Zoning Board decision has not been ruled on. 
2)  The new DeKalb County zoning ordinance will most likely not be voted on in August, 
and we are attempting to include the DHCA comments and concerns.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:51.  


