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DRUID HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, June 20, 2013, at 7:30 PM 
 

Present: 
Mike Hellerstein, Cynthia Waterbury, Claudia Keenan, Barbara Vogel, Becky Evans, Cathy 
Vandenberg, Mike St. Louis, Anne Wallace, Sally Montgomery, Ron Foust, Dick Shuey, Jason 
Joffe, Bruce MacGregor, Chris Hamilton, Rob Vicevich, Justin Critz 

Introduction 
• Justin opened the meeting at 7:34 PM. 

• Justin showed a gavel made by a Dr. Womble, which Evanlee Daum at Oakdale and 
Vilenah presented to him.  Justin agreed to donate the gavel to the DHCA. 

• The EC will be meeting on the third Wednesday of July (7/17), and the Board will meet on 
the fourth Wednesday of July (7/24) at The Frazer Center in the atrium. 

Land use updates 
• Updates on Clifton Ridge have been sent by E-mail. 

• Suit was dismissed, and temporary restraining orders have been lifted. 

• Justin has received word that Bucker intends to resume work on the site. 

• Justin recommended that DHCA not oppose Buckler’s request to remove the detention 
pond, given that the pond would be an “eyesore.” 

• Anne suggested that Burbanck Park should be involved, since the park would be receiving 
some runoff. 

• Bruce indicated that the decision will be up to the County and that the County is likely to be 
primarily concerned about Clifton Road. 

• Justin will contact Betty Willis at Emory and inform her about Buckler’s upcoming request. 

• Becky asked whether we are trying to negotiate down the number of houses.  Justin 
indicated that he has had no discussions with Buckler.  Justin said that Buckler is willing to 
talk to DHCA. 

• Justin described his efforts to meet with Republican legislators regarding the amendment of 
the state historical statute. 

• Buckler has a contract with Muffley and Associates to sell the land to them in September, 
provided that Buckler can have the roads built by September 1.   

Zoning update 
• DeKalb County has proposed a new zoning ordinance. 

• Cell phone towers are a concern. 

• There is a provision to allow accessory dwelling units, provided that the owner lives onsite. 

• Bruce and Good Growth DeKalb asked for a 90-day deferral.  The County is considering it. 

• Bruce and Rob to work on zoning code. 
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Committees, Communications Vice-President 
• Need to get committee structure functioning again. 

• Cathy made a big effort to get committees together and has gotten a good response.  
However, we need to identify committee chairs. 

• Justin listed the committees 

o Land Use, Planning and Zoning – working well. 

o Historic Preservation (DeKalb) – working well. 

o Landmark District (Atlanta) – working well. 

o Transportation – need a chair. 

o Membership – Nathan Hartmann will chair it.  Actually have a decent-sized 
committee. 

o Home and Garden Tour – semi-autonomous, but lacking an Operations Chair. 

 Ryan Graham is the new Board Liaison. 

o Public and External Relations – not functioning now.  President usually handles this 
work. 

o Community and Lifestyle (which has been merged with Membership). 

o Druid Hills News 

 Might need a committee to distribute. 

• Justin to approach Nathan Hartmann about joining the Board.  Justin to obtain approval from 
Nominating Committee before asking Nathan. 

Druid Hills News 
• Latest issue didn’t have enough ads or articles. 

• Need to get someone to do what Barbara Morey used to do. 

• Mary Angela had two people volunteer, one to do the school news and one to do the book 
club news. 

• Next deadline will be around August 15.  Will try to get issue out mid-September. 

• Could possibly ask Paideia students to distribute issues 

Communications VP 
• Need someone to fill that position. 

• Need to find someone who works in PR. 

Tour report 
• No news 

Cityhood 
• A number of DHCA members met with City of Atlanta officials regarding possible 

annexation. 

• Met with COO, Deputy COO, two City Attorneys, and Alex Wan. 

• DHCA needs to set up a meeting in July to talk about joining Atlanta and about joining the 
City of Briarcliff. 
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o Justin suggested that DHCA organize a meeting but not take a position. 

• Taxes 

o Our taxes are going to go up regardless of what happens. 

o Not that large a disparity between DeKalb and Atlanta. 

o Water and sewer is one of the largest parts of the Atlanta taxes.  That would not 
apply to currently-unincorporated Druid Hills. 

• Schools are the big question. 

• Efforts to form a charter cluster are underway. 

• Justin spoke with Amy Power.  Amy brought up a statute that says that if you annex into a 
city and the county still has significant use for its buildings, then the city can’t necessarily 
sell the buildings. 

• Emory won’t take a public position. 

• Charter cluster vote is on 8/16.  Anyone with a school-age child in the area can vote. 

• Justin called the mayor of Decatur to see if there’s any interest.  The mayor hasn’t yet called 
back. 

• Arguments for charter cluster 

o Greater autonomy. 

o Can bring in private money to help the schools. 

• Arguments against 

o Often a lot of excitement at the beginning, but that excitement can wane. 

• City of Briarcliff initiative is proceeding. 

• There is a 7/1 deadline to raise $30K to contract with Carl Vinson Institute.  They have 
raised over half this amount.  Need this study to have a viable option for the next legislative 
session.  That will give us much more leverage in negotiating with Atlanta. 

• Study will be combined with Victoria Estates. 

• State legislature may have an initiative to divide the entire county into cities. 

• Expect plenty of E-mails over the next couple of weeks. 

 


