
 
 

 
DRUID HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Emory University, North Decatur Building 
Wednesday, February 20, 2013, at 7:30 PM 

 
 
President Bruce MacGregor called the meeting to order and introduced Karen Rushing who is 
replacing Anne Salter as Division 6 chair. 
The January minutes were approved as written. 
 
LAND USE UPDATES 

1) Nunan-Buckler (Clifton Ridge):  The result of the February 13 Zoning Board of Appeals 
meeting was disappointing, but not surprising.  The appeal by Commissioners Gannon 
and Rader and the DHCA to overturn the administrative issuance of a development permit 
was denied.  DHCA will appeal the issuance of the land disturbance permit, which we 
believe to be illegal under state law.  On a related issue, the Superior Court extended the 
Temporary Restraining Order until the March 18 Court Hearing when outstanding legal 
issues will be addressed. 
The community support of the DHCA legal efforts is inspiring, as over $31,000 in legal 
funds has been raised in the last few weeks.  We are changing attorneys now that Frank 
Jenkins has agreed to represent us. 
Appreciation was expressed for the email updates from DHCA President Bruce 
MacGregor and Friends of Burbank Park President Perry Mitchell. 

2) The Frazer Center Overlay District and SLUP:  Although we did not get everything we 
advocated for, the overly and the Special Land Use Permits (SLUPs) do make things 
better for the neighbors of the Frazer Center.   We were not successful in obtaining a 
maximum number for commercial events in the gardens, nor in routing traffic away from 
the South entrance.  However, we were successful in establishing a buffer in the south 
side of the property, in eliminating amplified music after weddings (and other events), and 
establishing stricter ending time for commercial events generally. 

3) Georgia Power substation:  We asked Georgia Power to place the new high voltage 
towers on the North (Emory) side of North Decatur Road, but  it does not look like that will 
happen. 

4) Coyotes:  The neighborhood meeting at Epiphany Church on January 29 was well 
received, with over 150 residents in attendence.  Factual information was brought to the 
community by having three experts speak.  The trapper caught a total of 8 coyotes and 1 
dog. 

 
CITYHOOD 
Don Brussard of the Sagamore Hills civic association presented two proposals for cities being 
considered by our DeKalb County neighbors to the north and east.  Neither option includes the 
Druid Hills neighborhood. 
The vote of the County Commission against our own two commissioners convinced Don to 
change his position on cityhood and to support cityhood in his Sagamore Hills neighborhood.  He 
now feels that a CEO representing 700,000 residents will not be able to represent the interests of 
our local communities. Our Counties are the result of land organization from the colonial period, 
but since the 1920’s, we have become a country of cities needing more local people to deliver 
services. 
Don presented a map of the proposed “North Druid Hills” city, which does not include the Emory 
area, with boundaries from Sage Hill to the Lawrenceville Highway and I-285 all south of I-85.  
Another proposed city of Lakeside includes a larger area east of I-285. 
Much discussion followed which included the following points: 

1) We need to have something in play as a placeholder with boundaries on a map before the 
rules change.  Currently it is a two-year process.  However, proposed bills, such as Mary 
Margaret’s, with restrictive impact requirements will make future plans much more difficult 



to implement.  We risk being orphaned if we do not make a proposal during the current 
general assembly. 

2) Both proposed cities isolate the Druid Hills neighborhood into an area too small to be a 
viable city. 

3) The current “City Lite” option eliminates problems with schools which may arise with 
options of annexation by Decatur or Atlanta 

4) Experience indicates that forming cities does not lower taxes.  Taxes will probably stay the 
same. 

5) Proposals to lock in a larger area for cityhood can be decreased later, but cannot be 
increased. 

6) Due to economies of scale, counties do a good job of providing urban services but do a 
poor job of developing desirable communities. 

7) The need for hiring experts in annexation, such as the U. of Ga. Carl Vinson Institute of 
Government, was recognized.  Economics, legalities and urban planning all need to be 
considered. 

8) The following four options were identified: 
a. Do nothing 
b. Form a city 
c. Form a “city light” option with only three of the 10 major services required. 
d. Seek annexation by Atlanta or Decatur 

(NOTE:  The "City of North Druid Hills" map has since been revised to include the Druid Hills 
area, and has been renamed "City of Briarcliff" map.) 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
All positions have been filled with nominees except for one director, which can be filled later. 
Officer positions include: 
President: Justin Critz 
1st V. President:  Chris Hamilton 
Admin VP:  Cathy Vandenberg 
Communication VP:  Mike gay 
Treasurer:  Mike Hellerstein 
Secretary:  Ken Gibson 
Tour Liaison: new position proposed for approval 
New Board Members: Virginia DuPre, Cynthia Waterbury 
Division 4 chair: Claudia Edwards 
 
ANNUAL MEETING ON FEBRUARY 24 
Presentations include the annual Tour of Homes.  There was a suggestion for the new Rutledge 
Park to make a presentation. 
A proposed change to the By-Laws should be made at the meeting to include a new Tour Liaison 
position. 
 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
T-shirts will be for sale for $20 ($15 for members) at the Annual Meeting. 
Paid membership currently totals only 200, but many will renew at the Annual Meeting. 
Preparations for mailing 5000 pieces are being made and we are looking for help to do this. 
 
TOUR COMMITTEE 
Scott Storbeck reports that preparations are all on track and he is encouraging members to 
become Friends ($125) or Patrons ($250).  Checks can be written or PayPal can be used at the 
web site. 
Docents will be requested at the Annual Meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There will be a meeting tomorrow to support the Fernbank Science Center.  Strategies will be 
developed to keep the FSC open as a part of the DeKalb County School System. 
 
The last meeting presided by current DHCA President Bruce Macgregor adjourned at 9:00. 


