
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

 
7:30 pm Wednesday, October17, 2012 

 
Twenty board members were in attendance at the start of the October meeting.  President Bruce 
MacGregor opened the meeting by introducing Anne Wallace, who now Co-Chairs our Division 2 along with 
Jeremy Turner.  Anne is a paralegal who has lived on Ponce since 1985. 
 
Land Use and Historic Preservation 
Mediation between neighboring residents and the Frazer Center began one year ago.  The Frazer Center is 
a tenant of the CRC Corporation, and problems began when amplified evening events became a common 
occurrence.  Mediation initiated by the DHCA ended when the Frazer Center hired an attorney to help them 
develop an overlay district and apply for a SLUP.  The DHCA Executive Committee and the Land Use 
Committee are mostly in agreement with their proposal but recommend changes to the proposed public 
access and the location of public restrooms as well as limiting the number of events per year to 20, 
reducing the end-time of events from 11 to 10 pm, and downzoning density to a level comparable to the 
adjacent South Ponce de Leon neighborhood.  Because the Community Council meets tonight, a letter 
stating our position and recommendations was sent to David Culison and the Commissioners. 
A Motion to approve the Frazer Center recommendations passed without opposition and with one 
abstention. 
 
Chance Partners has an agreement to the purchase all three University Inn lots on the south (residential) 
side of North Decatur Road.  An application for Demolition and a COA application will be heard by the HPC 
November 19.  Bruce MacGregor and Amy Power have met with the developer and are concerned that the 
proposed plans are significantly over scaled.  Front yard parking shown in the plan is illegal and developed 
building heights are far in excess of the 35’ heights allowed in O&I zoning adjacent to single family 
residences.  Chance Partners claim that their development is a residence hall rather than apartments and 
are therefore exempt from O&I limitations.  Chance Partners have developed many projects that take 
advantage of demand for student housing adjacent to other universities and photos of some of these 
developments were shared.  Opposition to the proposed residence halls was expressed since student 
housing does not contribute as much to the neighborhood while there exists a greater need for 
condominiums.  Concern was also expressed that there are fewer parking spaces than bedrooms and that 
Emory will be expanding south of N. Decatur Road and encroaching into the residential neighborhood.  If 
the development is designated as an apartment complex, there are controls and requirements that may 
adequately protect the neighborhood 
A motion was made to oppose residence halls at the University Inn property and to approve a resolution to 
DeKalb County and Emory University, which follows the minutes as an addendum.  The motion passed 
without opposition. 
 
Community Update 
It was agreed to take a one year hiatus from hosting a Druid Hills Day and a Halloween Party as no one 
has taken charge this year. 
 



 
Budget Committee 
The Budget for FY 2013 (9/1/12 – 8/31/13) was submitted by Treasurer Scott Storbeck and included figures 
for the last 4 years.  

• Income sources include Membership dues and donations, Yard Sales, DH News advertisements, 
and the Druid Hills Tour of Homes. 

• Operating expenses are significantly reduced, but more funds are required to maintain our website. 
• Additional Street Sign toppers have been purchased and may be obtained from Bob Ballou. 
• Requested Donations from the DHCA will continue to be limited to $1000 per request. 

Discussion was raised about the absence of procedures and budgets for local traffic triangle plantings.  
Doug Grim and Becky Evans agreed to form a committee to identify traffic triangles and to develop 
procedures and funds for beautification. 
John Zedd requested increasing the 17% ($5000) of discretionary funds for parks and greenspace. 
Scott Storbeck made the point that we are already frugal, and it is easier to fund projects by increasing 
income rather than finding savings or reductions elsewhere. 
Meetings have been held with neighboring Civic Associations that have substantially more income than the 
DHCA. 
Appreciation was expressed for all the work Scott Stobeck has been doing with the budget as well as his 
explorations and innovations for increased community participation. 
A Motion made to adopt the budget passed without objection. 
 
Tour Committee 
Barbara Vogel reported that this year’s tour is expanding into new neighborhoods with a balance of large 
and small houses.  Two houses with yards are on East Lake, and two houses, including one house 
designed for handicapped access without ramps, are on East Parkwood.  One house is on Lullwater, and 
an agreement was just made with the Sorority house on Ponce de Leon, which includes a new addition and 
garden. Gardens will include both the Lullwater conservation garden and the Parkwood conservation 
garden, which is hosting a get-together on Saturday, October 20, at noon.   
There will be a focus on the Olmsted vision of residential proximity to greenspace. 
Kim Storbeck heads the Revenue Committee and discussed augmenting the tour with revenue producing 
attractions such as providing renovation advice and services.  Help is needed with contacting sponsors and 
attracting in-kind donations.  Other suggestions include having advertising lamppost banners on Freedom 
Parkway and contacting church and synagogue groups and all PTO organizations. 
The Tour committees all request more cross participation with the DHCA Board and assume members will 
be contributing as friends, patrons and sponsors of the Tour. 
The ticket price will be raised to $25 from $20. 
 
Membership Committee 
Claudia Keenan has put together a new welcome packet with a tote bag, a letter from President Bruce 
MacGregor, brochures with information about the neighborhood, and perhaps silk screened t-shirts.  A 
suggestion was made for Division Chairs to help distribute welcome packets in their neighborhoods. 
A membership survey is being created that focuses on why residents have let their DHCA memberships 
lapse or not joined the DHCA. More funds are needed to reach all residents by mail, and to provide an 
incentive to complete the survey with a T-shirt offer or a chance to win cash.   The need to complete the 
survey this month before the Holiday seasons begin was recognized. 



A Motion was made to fund up to $3500 for survey costs above the amount already approved for the 
membership drive.  The Motion was approved without opposition. 
 
Bruce MacGregor discussed ways to include residents of condominiums and has had a discussion with 
residents of The Clifton about a special membership status with their condominium association. 
 
Scott Storbeck suggested initiating several awards to be presented each year recognizing lifetime 
achievement in the DHCA.  A Motion was made to present two awards at the annual meeting each year 
recognizing a DHCA Volunteer of the Year and a Lifetime Achievement recipient to be nominated in 
November.  The motion Passed without opposition. 
 
Nomination Committee needs to be selected and Dick Shuey volunteered to participate. 
 
Hisoric Preservation Updates 
An application for demolition of 1715 S. Clifton (Ed Tamas) is in flux with no definite news to report. 
A final Vote to adopt a Special Character Area designation for Artwood Rd. will take place Nov. 19. 
Concerns have been raised about runoff and set back problems with development of the Mathews property 
on Vilenah Lane. 
 
Parks Update 
Rutledge Park has been raising funds and is hosting a music night at the Red Light Café.  Commissioner 
Rader will look into matching funds if Park Pride awards a grant for development of the Rutledge Park. 
 
Transportation 
Traffic calming improvements are needed on Oxford and other streets in the neighborhood.  However, 
DeKalb County normally works on a street-by-street basis and is not used to working with whole 
neighborhoods on unified traffic calming approaches.  Crosswalks need a minimum distance from 
driveways, which restricts putting crosswalks in neighborhoods as a traffic calming technique.  Also, bicycle 
traffic is increasing and needs to be accommodated.  Doug Grimm mentioned the possibility of using an 
electronic speed indicator to calm traffic. 
 
Cityhood Updates 
Michael Hellerstein reported on a proposal recently made to form a city of DeKalb from all of the currently 
existing unincorporated DeKalb County, which would limit formations of new cities.  Nancy Love of the 
Sagamore neighborhood, and one of the founders of CAN, is very concerned about this proposal and is 
pursuing input from local neighborhoods on forming a City of Central DeKalb.  The new City of Brookhaven, 
voted in by 5500 votes in the summer, is a city of 50000 which may have a destabilizing effect on the rest 
of DeKalb County.  Dick Shuey recognized the need to have experts and planners, perhaps from the 
Vinson Institute, available to educate the board with facts on forming a city. 
 
The Meeting adjourned at 9:50. 
 
ADDENDUM: 
Resolution:  University Inn Demolition and Redevelopment, 
October 17, 2012 
“The DHCA is opposed to any code interpretation that would allow a “Fraternity House, Sorority House, or 
Residence Hall” to be located on the South side of North Decatur Road.  These uses are properly 



contained within the interior of a college or university campus, and are unsuitable for locations touching 
upon or immediately adjacent to a residential area, especially an historic residential area comprised 
predominately of single family homes.” 
 
 
 


