
 
DRUID HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC 

Board of Directors Meeting 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Wednesday, January 16, 2013, at 7:30 PM 
 
President Bruce MacGregor called the meeting to order.  Attendance was larger than usual with 
over thirty at the start, and all present introduced themselves. 
 
The December Board Meeting did not have a quorum so there is no approval of the minutes.  
 
Guest Presentations 
Betty Blondeau reported on Good Growth DeKalb’s efforts to stop the planned Super Walmart 
development at the Suburban Plaza in Decatur.  They have hired attorneys to initiate a lawsuit 
against the county and are raising funds.  All those interested were asked to sign their petition and 
were invited to the next rally on February 1st at 4:30. As an alternative to big box stores, GGD is 
looking for small, local, multi-use businesses to occupy the Surburban Plaza, a gateway to 
Decatur. 
 
Sherri Kennedy gave an update of the Parkwood Park Committee’s efforts to restore and upgrade 
the park owned and maintained by the Parkwood Garden Club.  Since the DHCA contributed 
$1,000 for chippers in 2010, PGC members have raised $8,000 and contributed 1500 hours of 
work removing invasive plants and creating trails.  Their current plans to transform the 3.2 acre 
site into an urban forest include stream restoration, adding native plants, and taking down 17 
dead trees. 
 
Funding Request:  
Alida Silverman has requested a $1,000 donation for an Olmsted Book publication.  The request 
was presented to the Executive Committee and was approved without opposition. 
 
Nunan-Buckler Update 
After 10 years and 10 lawsuits, the developer obtained approval for a retention pond wall which 
morphed into a development permit.  Both of our commissioners appealed and gained a stop 
work order.  Commissioner Rader obtained a legal opinion from outside counsel (Frank Jenkins) 
which was completed yesterday and has been communicated to the county.  The counsel gave 
three reasons why a permit should not be given: 1) a COA has not been obtained, 2) the plans 
are being appealed, and 3) approval for a wall should not allow a development permit for anything 
else. 
DHCA members met with Hakim Hilliard, CEO chief of staff, for 6 hours last week.  The Stop 
Work order has been lifted, but currently there is no permit posted.  At the emergency 
neighborhood meeting on January 10, 150 concerned residents attended and were encouraged to 
contact County officials, contribute to our legal fund, and attend the important Zoning Board of 
Appeals meeting on February 13 at 1:00 at the Maloof Auditorium in Decatur. 
The Executive Committee unanimously agreed to a proposal for the DHCA to match, dollar for 
dollar, up to an additional $25,000 for the legal effort as additional funds are raised by the 
community.  $7,500 has already been raised. 
A motion to approve this additional funding Passed without opposition. 
Members and concerned residents are encouraged to attend a meeting for volunteers on Friday 
from 4 to 6 at the Emory Presbyterian Church.  We will be organizing for improved 
communication, fundraising, and volunteer legal efforts. 
Members should continue contacting administrators including our CEO and Hakim Hilliard, his 
chief of staff at 404 371-2881. 
 
Frazer Center Update 
Bob Ballou has been working with the groups involved since August 2011 and is in the second 
cycle of mediation and community counseling.  Ann Wallace, Division 2 chair, is the spokesperson 
for this issue and has communicated the positions with our Commissioners. 



The Center’s bridge is now fixed and traffic is to be redirected back to the front on Ponce, but 
MARTA will continue to use the back entrance since the bridge is too narrow. 
Next Tuesday the Commissioners meet and are expected to approve two Special Land Use 
Permits (SLUP).  The Center is asking for expansion of the garden’s use for weddings, which is 
non conforming in residential zones.  They are also asking for no limits on attendance, number or 
type of events, and parking, but have conceded limits on amplified music.  The DHCA has asked 
for a probationary period, a cap on the number of events, and for the gardens to remain open to 
the public.  Some in the DHCA are looking for deferral given all the unresolved issues and only 
one week of publishing, but it appears that the Commissioners want to get this resolved. 
 
Georgia Power Substation: 
All are invited to attend a meeting with Georgia Power on Jan 24 concerning a new substation for 
Emory and larger High Voltage Poles along North Decatur Rd. 
 
Coyote Update:   
Durand Mill and Oakdale residents contracted a trapper who finished pulling out eight coyotes.   
The Second Annual Coyote Meeting on Jan 29th at the Epiphany Church will feature the Coyote 
Trapper, a biologist from Berry College, and a specialist on animal-human conflict from California.  
 
Get Grounded Teen Center 
There is a fundraiser for the Teen Center on North Decatur and Ridgewood on February 1. 
 
Nominating Committee  
The Nominating Committee met this morning and expects to have the slate completed well before 
the February Annual Meeting. 
 
Annual Meeting 
The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 24 at the Fernbank Museum.  Elliot Kyle 
must be informed of any presentations to be made and asks everyone to avoid last minute 
requests. 
 
Membership Committee 
Scott Storbeck and the Committee are tabulating the 650 returned surveys.  Memberships are 
coming in at about same pace as last year with one email notice.  Although our three-year 
database lists 600-700 individuals, our current email list has only about 300 valid addresses.  We 
do not have data on 80% of the total neighborhood which includes about 4600 post office 
addresses without names. 
The possibility of the DHCA absorbing the Durand Farm Nature Preserve’s 501c3 with separate 
funding for specified community purposes is being considered.   The DFNP was established in 
1990. 
 
Annual Home Tour Committee 
Becky Evans reported that 700 “call to action” letters went out on Friday.  The tour will be held on 
April 20 and currently includes five homes with two more pending, two gardens, an antique car 
show, a speaker series held at the Fernbank Museum, and a lunch available with seating at St. 
Johns. 
 
Historic Preservation 

• In the State General Assembly, two attempts initiated by Bobby Buckler to gut state 
historic districts were denied through the efforts of Stephanie Stuckey and Mary Margaret 
Oliver.  Since Stephanie is no longer our representative, we will need to rely on Mary 
Margaret to protect our historic district. 

• The pursuit of a DeKalb County Overlay district continues in order to makes it difficult to 
subdivide lots that would be smaller than neighboring lots.   

• There is interest in pursuing the designation of Druid Hills as a National Historic Landmark 
in addition to its National Historic Register status in Georgia.  The Landmark designation 
has a higher profile on the National level. 



 
Cityhood Research Update 
Interest in the “City Light” option of forming a Central DeKalb City was expressed in a Clairmont 
area meeting last night.  The “City Light” option is similar to the township concept and requires 
three of 10 or 12 city services.  For example, providing the services of building codes, code 
enforcement, and parks would not need a large commercial base to support.  A study is required 
which must be funded by private money. 
 
New Business 
Tragically, on January 2, a woman was struck by a falling pine tree while driving on Clifton Rd.  
She is still in the hospital fighting for her life. 
 
Mary Angela Whyte is requesting feedback from members on when they receive their DH news. 
 
Scott Storbeck announced that Bob Ballou would be presented with the Volunteer of the Year 
award at the Annual Meeting.  The award is the result of nominations taken since November. 
Mary Angela Whyte will be presented with The 2012 Lifetime Achievement Award at the Annual 
Meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:33 
 
 
 
 
 


