
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

 
7:30 pm Wednesday, September19, 2012 

 
Twenty-six board members were in attendance at the start of the September meeting.  President Bruce 
MacGregor opened the meeting by introducing Sally Sears who gave an update from the South Fork 
Conservancy.  
 
Updates from South Fork Conservancy  
Sally Sears presented a large scale map of the local watershed and local green spaces as well as a 
detailed map of the Zonolite Park project plan.  The site, along the South Fork of the Peachtree Creek, had 
been severely polluted with asbestos but has been cleaned up and is now approved as clean by the 
Federal EPA.  The project plan shows green space for foot traffic and leashed dog walks, all resulting from 
a dedicated committee of neighbors and business organizations. 
http://www.southforkconservancy.org/ 
 
Updates from Olmsted Linear Park Alliance (OLPA) 
Barbara Vogel spoke about a large Daffodil planting in the Olmsted Parks scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 20 
(rain date on Oct 21).  OLPA will prepare fields for 1000 bulbs and Barbara is asking board members and 
families to help plant.  We can sign up online:  http://www.atlantaolmstedpark.org/activities_signup.htm 
 
Emory Village Update 
Becky Evans reported on the visible progress made at the Emory Village Garden Park.  Hardscapes should 
be completed this month and plantings will be done at cost.  Ted Kelly of Architectural Fountains and Pools 
is donating the fountain, which will be completed soon.  The Druid Hills Trolley track sculpture is being 
constructed by resident artist Charles Calhoun, and a large Ginko shade tree will be planted in the center pf 
the park.  Fundraising continues and donations of $500 will be recognized permanently at the park. 
Emory University will maintain the park, but another organization will be needed to maintain the circle.  
Arborgard will do deep root fertilizing of all trees in Emory Village. 
New restaurants include Zoey’s Kitchen and a new tavern/restaurant opening in the large space of the old 
Jagger’s Tavern this winter.  There is no new news on the Chevron gas station and the demolished nursing 
home on Oxford. 
All are invited to a Thursday, November 8 party to celebrate the progress in the Garden Park. 
http://www.emoryvillage.org/ 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Motions to approve the minutes of July and August 2012 passed without objection. 
 
Druid Hills News Upate 
Mary Angela Whyte reported that the DH News has been printed and copies were available at the meeting 
for volunteers to distribute to local businesses. 
Land Use Updates 



• Mathews property off of Oakdale Rd.   Chris Leeth reported that conceptual plans for development 
consistent with DH neighborhoods have passed and there are two approvals for 2 story houses on 
Dan Johnson Rd. (2900 sf & 3400 sf).  There is concern that the county will interject current 
“Dunwoody-type” subdivision requirements inside historic Druid Hills.  It is not necessarily in the 
neighborhood’s interest to put in required wide sidewalks which would affect the existing tree 
canopy, and it may be preferable to have sidewalks on one side of Dan Johnson and no sidewalks 
on Vilenah.  Lot by lot considerations should be made to meet historic guidelines.  

• No news on the Druid Hills Overlay District 
• Bruce MacGregor met with Georgia Power with concerns about the new Burlington Rd. Substation 

and the placement of new and larger High Voltage poles along North Decatur Rd.  We prefer pole 
placement to be on the north side of the road. 

• Nunan/Buckler Updates:  Their litigation against the county (Buckler & McCullar vs. DeKalb Co) is 
stayed and the Zoning Board of Appeals application is on hold.  On September 18, the Historic 
Preservation Committee denied their COA application for a detention pond.  The Friends of 
Burbank Park, which is adjacent to the Buckler lots, submitted a petition supporting historic 
restrictions on the development. 

 
Historic Preservation Updates 

• A deteriorating structure on Fairview is being restored by Paidea for a new auditorium. 
• Steven Cappell reports that the 1642 Clifton Terrace lot may be subdivided for two single-family 

homes.  The Atlanta Urban Design Committee at first felt they did not have a legal option to do this 
but Bruce, Steve and Alida, with their historic perspective, convinced the committee to pursue this 
preferable option. 

• Demolition by deterioration is taking place at 1715 S. Ponce de Leon and the owner, Ed Tamas, is 
attempting again to get permission for demolition as a threat to public health.  The house was 
bought in 1971 and has been unoccupied since 1978.  Attempts to rezone or demolish the house 
have been turned down by the Urban Design Commission.  The possibility of renovation needs to 
be determined, and pressure for an appropriate use and possible new structure needs to be 
maintained. 

• Chris Leeth reports that there is a significant increase in DeKalb Historic Commission applications 
and that he and Tom Cross attended their meeting until 1:00 am last night where 21 applications 
were reviewed.  There are fewer out of scale proposals since developers are more aware of 
historic restrictions on plans in our Historic District.  The Commission, with many new members, 
denied the Nunan application which is consistent with county opposition.  For the first time, there 
are no commissioners that live in Druid Hills.  It is in our interest to have local representation so let 
us know of any volunteers with interests or background in historic preservation. 

• The Artwood Character district is in danger of inappropriate development since this neighborhood 
is not in the DH Historic District.  Guidelines were prepared and shared with neighbors who met 
several times. The neighborhood is resistant to detailed architectural limitations, so a revised and 
less stringent guideline was produced by Bob Ballou with support by neighbors. It is hoped that the 
new guidelines may be approved since neighbors have been appearing at commission meetings 
and have show interest and support. 

 
Financial Issues 
Scott Storbeck, treasurer, reports that there has been no progress on deciding to form a 501-c3 entity.  
There are advantages of having the option of tax-deductible donations but there are also concerns about 



possible effects on the traditional, non 501-c3 role of DHCA.  The 501-c3 designation is useful for 
expenditures restricted to neighborhood projects such as parks development, but should not restrict  
membership & tour funds used for 501-c4 advocacy and legal issues.  The question raised is how to 
proceed when the committee is divided.  A request was made to add members to the 501-c3 committee 
and to produce a written statement of positions. 
 
Funding requests are limited to $1000 this year and the budget allows up to $8000 for donations. 
A motion to approve a $1000 donation to DHYS as recommended by Executive Committee passed without 
opposition. 
The Get Grounded Youth Center on Ridgewood Dr. north of N. Decatur is up and running and has 
requested support.  A motion to approve a $1000 donation to Get Grounded as recommended by the 
Executive Committee passed without opposition. 
The treasurer is currently preparing the DHCA tax forms and copies may be requested by email. 
 
Parks Update 
A letter supporting Rutledge Park’s application for a Park Pride grant of up to $25000 was written by 
President Bruce MacGregor.  A benefit for Rutledge Park will be held on October 14, 2012. 
 
Transportation Update 
Ron Foust spoke as an advocate for Complete Streets policies, which have been adopted by Decatur.  
Complete Streets planning provides for vehicles as well as pedestrians and bicycles. Increased bicycle 
traffic and pedestrian risks require adapting transportation planning to accommodate all ages and ways of 
travel.  As an example, on Westminster Way pedestrian traffic is at risk where vehicles are speeding and 
there are no sidewalks. 
 
Tom Cross is recruiting volunteers to help with Transportation Committee issues.  Since the TSPLOS 
funding proposal did not pass, we should set our sights lower but still focus on getting basic improvements 
implemented to help pedestrians and bicycles.  Appropriate and feasible improvements include signage, 
cutting overgrowth, and safety for all.  It is important to put in place a process to report problems such as 
Emory parking in the neighborhood.  Elliot Kyle has placed cards with the Roads and Drainage Department 
phone number at residences where problems like broken sidewalks exist. 
 
Update on Emory’s new hospital tower:  The construction truck route is eastbound on N. Decatur, and 
estimated heavy use will be100 dump trucks per day (4 at a time) for 6 months. 
 
Executive Committee and Division Chairs 
The executive committee reports a vacancy that needs to be filled due to the resignation of Amy Powers. 
Amy Powers is currently working on establishing a foundation to support the Fernbank Science Center. 
The need to better define the duties of Division Chairs was stated as well as the need to do more for 
recruitment and training. 
 
Tour Committee Update: 
Thomas Winn reports that two homes for the 2013 tour have been selected so far. 
There has not been a volunteer to chair the Artists Market this year, so the Planning Committee is 
recommending a one-year hiatus as they try to figure out how to run it in the future.  The Planning 
Committee is also exploring new options to add to the 2013 tour and has been communicating with other 
neighborhoods. 



Joanna Stroud asked why a special email announcing the need for the Artists Market Chair was not sent.  
She also expressed concern that the value of the Market as an anchor for the tour at St. John’s is not being 
accurately assessed. 
Thomas explained that this was a decision of the Planning Committee and not the Board.  As a non-voting 
member of the tour, he is the messenger and has limited leadership responsibilities.  The Planning 
Committee’s decision is based on the significant resource needs it has and they feel they can not afford to 
spread their existing support away from their chief responsibilities of the house tour itself. 
Joanna expressed her support for new ideas but suggested formally recognizing the Artists Market venue 
and logo as a successful enterprise that has run its course and should now be retired rather than placed on 
hiatus.   
Several members expressed appreciation to all who have initiated and supported the successful Artists 
Market as a vibrant part of the Druid Hills House Tour.  Thomas recognized that various tasks remain such 
as explaining to the community the reasons for the changes, communicating to artists that have 
participated in the past, and seeking input concerning new venues. 
A motion to retire the Artists Market venue and log passed without opposition. 
 
Yard Sale Update 
Thomas Winn reported that there are 50 participants and that 5-10 volunteers are needed to post five signs 
each .   
 
Membership Committee 
Claudia Keenan reports that a Welcome Packet is being developed that will be friendlier and more up to 
date than in the past, and will include a letter from the president, T-shirts, and a brochure.  The “Second 
Century” theme from last years’ tour may be used. 
A Survey is being developed for non-members as well as for members, and will attempt to determine ways 
to increase resident participation. 
 
New Business 
Mary Angela Whyte asked for a progress report on updating the DHCA Webpage.  Phil Brane is currently 
committed to supporting the Tour and he will be recruited for updating the main webpage. 
 
It was noted that we are losing much of the mature but aging tree canopy in the neighborhood.  
Appreciation was expressed for the efforts of Sally Sears in planting new trees eight years ago, as these 
trees are now maturing. 
 
Tom Cross stated that in DeKalb County, 30% of mosquitoes carry the West Nile virus.  His brother spent 
one week in Emory hospital with the virus and it can be very serious.  Residents need to protect 
themselves. 
 
Adjournment 
The DHCA Board Meeting adjourned at 9:45 


