
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

 
7:30 pm Wednesday, August15, 2012 

 
 
Introductions and Approval of Minutes 
A quorum was not met at the start of the meeting so the July Minutes will be approved with the August 
minutes in September. 
 
Communications Committee 
A Business Manager and an Ads Coordinator for the Druid Hills News is needed. 
Mary Angela Whyte listed essential tasks needed to run the paper.  Someone needs to keep track of 
advertisers with up to date listings.  We need to record how many issues are paid for and to see if ads will 
change from issue to issue.  We also need to help make up and prepare ads for printing since companies 
that advertise do not often have personnel to make copy-ready ads. 
Bruce will request board members to volunteer for these responsibilities as well as managing voicemails.  
Mary Angela praised Thomas Winn for all his help in enabling recent issues to make deadlines. 
 
Transportation Committee 
Mike Hellerstein reported that Tom Cross is looking for volunteers to sign up with the Transportation 
Committee.  Help is also needed with smaller issues such as pedestrian walkways and signage, especially 
now that the TSPLOST referendum failed. 
Ron Foust is interested in the Complete Streets Program. 
A Traffic Calming Proposal, which may include speed bumps and bump-outs, is being developed on Oxford 
Rd. led by Mark Herald in DeKalb County.  Raised crosswalks are problematic due to curb-to-curb 
requirements that accommodate drainage. 
A request was made to have a presentation on traffic calming measures to the Board. 
Parking problems on Briarcliff as well as carpool and parked car problems on Springdale during SPARK 
School hours on Ponce de Leon have increased since the 1 mile walk rule had been voided.  Tricia Elam 
has written a letter about this to the Druid Hills Patrol. 
 
Division Chairs 
We still have open Division Chair positions and need to have those roles clearly defined to encourage more 
activity, especially in meeting and welcoming new neighbors. 
 
Tour Committee 
Thomas Winn announced that the 2013 Tour is scheduled for April 19-21 and he expressed appreciation to 
Barbara Vogel who is doing administrative work & actively recruiting for properties in new areas of Druid 
Hills.  Efforts are being made to get an earlier start this year and the considerable momentum from last year 
was apparent during the summer meetings.  Thomas is interested in increasing board participation in tasks 
beyond being docents. 
The Artist Market Chair position is currently vacant although there is interest among past committee 
members to continue the Artist Market.  Joanna Stroud suggested that an e-letter be promptly sent to 



recruit for open Tour Committee positions and to alert the community that if a chair or co-chairs were not 
obtained for the Artist Market that it would not take place in 2013.  Thomas Winn agreed to do this.  
  
A suggestion was made to consider combining the Tour with the Festival on Ponce to enhance participation 
in the Tour to increase participation and income raised. 
 
Yard Sale 
Sept 29:  Thomas Winn announced that the DH yard sale will take place on September 29.  He will send 
out a list of volunteer tasks. 
 
Membership Committee 
Thomas Winn reported that welcome baskets are being updated for new residents in Druid Hills.  A system 
of relating residential real estate closings with homes occupied by new residents is needed.  Currently, 
around 45 to 60 houses turn over every year so it is a manageable number of new residents to greet.   
Starting this winter, an Honor roll for those contributing $100 or more to the DHCA will be listed in print 
while those paying under $100 will be recognized by email. 
Funds are needed to support a membership drive which will increase revenue for and interest in the DHCA.  
A proposal was made to budget $2000 to update membership packets and to develop a residential 
questionnaire, which Claudia and Scott are working on.  An unofficial vote to support the $2000 budget item 
passed without opposition. 
 
Fernbank Updates 
Residents have been instrumental in keeping the Fernbank Science Center open, which would have been 
closed due to critical shortages in funding the DeKalb County School System.  The DCSS is facing 40% 
budget cuts due to the economic depression, which is especially critical in south DeKalb. 
 
Financial Issues 
Inman Middle school requested funds to support their science program.  Concern was expressed in finding 
appropriate ways to support school PTAs which have traditionally raised money for special school 
programs. 
. 
Historic Preservation Updates 
The Artwood Character Area survey showed local support for preserving the height-mass-scale-rhythm of 
the area, but did not indicate a strong interest in supporting restrictions to preserve the architectural 
character of the area. 
 
Land Use Updates 
The City of Atlanta is concerned that a request to subdivide the Clifton Terrace lot in the historic district (on 
Clifton just south of Ponce) which is currently zoned multi-house and allows seven townhomes to be built 
may set a bad precedent for historic districts.  However, the subdivision proposal for only 2 houses is 
preferable to 7 townhomes, and we need to communicate that this is a unique situation that will not set a 
precedent.  The two house proposal supports the historic context in this neighborhood and is consistent 
with the surrounding residential houses.  
 
Update on the Crum & Forrester building: 70 citizens were present to hear the decision regarding 
demolition of parts of the Crum & Forrester building.  The proposal to justify demolition due to economic 
diminishing value was unanimously denied. 



 
The Fraser Center is making progress responding to neighborhood complaints by agreeing to put a buffer 
in the back of the property and to discontinue amplified music.  The back gate will be closed except for 
those holding a card key.  The center is also developing an overlay district.  Plans will be presented at an 
August 30 meeting. 
The DHCA can potentially support an overlay but the underlayment zoning needs to be downsized to R-
20,000 or R-30,000 in case the current use is not permanent.  A downzoning would help assure that any 
future development would be compatible with the surrounding area.  Currently, the property is zoned R-85. 
  
Mathew’s property on Vilenah Rd.(off of Oakdale):  If approved of subdivision status, new sidewalk and 
street improvements that are not consistent with the historic standards of the neighborhood may be 
required. 
 
Bruce MacGregor mentioned that a draft of the Druid Hills Overlay District is being circulated but still needs 
a lot of work. 
 
The DHCA has asked Georgia Power to site the large high-tension poles for the new substation on the 
Emory University side of North Decatur on the north side of North Decatur Rd.  There is more room for 
pedestrians on the campus side of North Decatur and most of the additional power demand comes from the 
expansion of Emory’s services. 
 
Nunan property litigation:  DeKalb County denied the Buckler & McCullar’s Zoning Board of Appeals 
application to receive a permit since the Certificate of Appropriateness has yet to be granted. 
 
New Business 
A Concert to Benefit Rutledge Park will be held on August 18, 2012 at 8:00 pm at the Red Light Café on 
Amsterdam. 
 
Mike Hellerstein is forming a committee to consider cityhood for the Druid Hills area.  As other 
unincorporated areas in DeKalb County vote to become cities (Dunwoody, Brookhaven), Druid Hills 
residents should be proactive in considering the following options:  1) merge with the city of Atlanta, 2) 
merge with Decatur, 3) form a separate City of Central DeKalb, 4) do nothing and remain in a shrinking 
unincorporated DeKalb County.  The existing school districts may complicate some of these options. 
 
The DHCA Board Meeting adjourned at 9:24 

 


