
 
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, May 18, 2011 
St. Johns Lutheran Church 

 
 

Call to Order 
President Bruce MacGregor called the meeting to order following an orientation session 
for the new board members led by Mike Hellerstein and Elliot Kyle.  The board training 
included a history of the DHCA led by Alida Silverman. 
 
Springdale Park Folk Festival Proposal 
Jim Heerin reported the following from the last Atlanta NPU-N meeting:  A preliminary 
proposal has been made for a folk music “Festival on Ponce” for late summer or early 
fall at the Springdale Park location.  A presentation was made to OLPA earlier, but they 
felt they did not have the authority to give or deny permission.  The NPUN advised the 
organizers to present their proposal to the DHCA.  There are concerns about parking, 
wear and tear on the park, and setting precedents.  Doug Grimm was charged with 
developing a proposal for a DHCA policy on festivals in the parks and will be assisted 
by Alida Silverman. 
 
House Tour & Artist Market Summary  
Dick Shuey & Scott Storbeck reported that attendance was down due to competing 
events, but income was comparable to the last 3 years due to healthy sponsorships and 
patron support.  Although the turnout of volunteers from the board was adequate, in the 
future more volunteers need to commit earlier.  Also, houses should be selected earlier 
and major chairs should be selected by August.    
Publicity volunteers are needed in particular, since media coverage was less than usual.  
The tour is always held on the Third weekend in April (April 19 -21 weekend in 2012. 
 
Communications 
A well defined policy is needed to determine the DHCA e-mail list. 
 
Transportation 
Mike Hellerstein will attend a meeting tomorrow with the CCTMA (the Clifton Corridor 
Transportation Management Association initiated by MARTA, after discussions from 
Emory and the DHCA).  Discussion of transportation improvements will continue.   
 
On June 21 Emory will host a meeting to discuss the effects that the clinic expansion 
will have on traffic.  Since purchasing St. Joseph’s Hospital, there is less incentive to 
expand the hospital on Campus. 
 
Land Use 



Both DeKalb County and the DHCA are appealing the approval of the Nunan 
subdivision by the DeKalb County Planning Commission.  The DeKalb County Law 
Department appears to be in agreement with the DHCA position and the two appeals 
may be consolidated.  The subdivision was approved without a historic district COA and 
without our District 2 Planning Commissioner present. 
 
Emory Campus Edge:  The South side of North Decatur at the corner of Emory Drive, 
where the Catholic Center is planning an expansion, is zoned O/I.  Many would like to 
see Emory provide space for organizations like the Catholic Center on the edge of their 
campus as a buffer between Emory and the residential streets.  The south side of N. 
Decatur should be residential. Elise Riley & Bruce MacGregor will arrange to discuss 
this with Emory. 
 
Discussions with Commissioner Rader should continue to address the need for an 
Historic Preservation Overly District to correct the mismatch between current R-30000 
zoning and large and deep Druid Hills lots.  Elliot will pursue this. 
 
No new information on the North Decatur Georgia Power substation. 
 
A house in the Sagamore Hills neighborhood was approved with an inappropriate 
height.  A letter from the DHCA to DeKalb County addressing the misinterpreted Code 
and supporting Sagamore Hills has been requested.  After discussion it was decided 
that more details of the complaint are needed before the DHCA should intervene. 
 
The Land Use Committee needs members.  Justin Critz, Scott Riley and Amy Power 
have volunteered to help Bruce MacGregor. 
 
Ted Vegodsky has agreed to be the point person for the proposed Peachtree Creek 
Sewage Holding Tank on Kay Lane.  Atlanta city drilled a 130’ deep well in DeKalb 
County without a permit or environmental controls.  Currently the mess is being cleaned 
up.  More information is needed and Ted will report to us. 
 
Historic Preservation 
Demolition of 2 houses on the Rutledge property on Ridgewood Dr. has been approved 
with a recommendation that the property will be a pedestrian park.   
The HPC needs two new commissioners since one is in ill health and the other’s term is 
ending. Credentialed members (registered architects, historians or archeologists) that 
live in DeKalb are needed.   
Barbara Vogel noted the success made in saving the Green Gables home on Ponce.  
A Special use permit, which was supported by the Landmark Historic District Committee 
and the DHCA led by Alida Silverman changed this significant residential site from a 
vacant and abandoned space to an admired and well lit residence with ferns on the 
porch.   
 
Parks and Playground 



The kick-off meeting of the new Parks and Playground Committee was well attended by 
14 people and there are 30 individuals on their email list.  Three sub groups formed: 
One group will look at the OL Adams Park on Hummingbird, the Mann property on 
Vickers, and the Rutledge property on Ridgewood.  Discussion on potential uses will be 
led by Tim Ralston and John Zedd, and will meet again in August.  The Second group 
will look at properties owned by Emory such as the area behind the CVS parking lot and 
along the Peavine Creek on Emory Rd.  A third group will look into long term sites that 
may become available in the future such as the contiguous and unsurveyed parcels on 
the corner of Oakdale and Vilenah Lane and the Lullwater Apartments. 
Don Walters created a spreadsheet to prioritize park efforts so development can start 
with the easiest to procure and develop. 
 
AIEV update:  South Oxford is now open and traffic seems to move more smoothly 
without traffic lights.  There is concern that too much signage will detract from the 
intersection.  The original trolley tracks were excavated and can be seen where the 
small garden park will be developed.  The lack of shared parking for some businesses 
continues to be a problem. 
 
Noise Ordinance 
Rob Vicevich reported that after three years of intensive effort to strengthen the noise 
ordinance, DeKalb County has repealed its noise ordinance and replaced it with a 
weaker ordinance.  Noise intensity is now measured from inside a house with all 
windows shut and only protects residents from 11 pm to 7 am.  
 
Other 
Amy Brown reports that DeKalb County Schools will announce its 10 year plan at 9 am 
on May 27 at 1701 Mt. Industrial Blvd.  The 10 year plan may possibly affect Fernbank 
and DHHS. 
 
On June 13, the board votes on SPLOST 
 
The April 20, 2011 Minutes were approved. 
 
Ron Foust showed pictures of the Westminster Way Community Garden project! 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:50 pm. 
 
 


