
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, March 16, 2011 
North Decatur Road Building, Room 155 

 
Call to Order  
Outgoing President Cathy Vandenberg opened the meeting and all those in attendance 
introduced themselves.  The new officers were installed by Steve Misner and our new 
President, Bruce MacGregor, conducted the meeting. 
TheFebruary Minutes were approved. 
 
Division Reports 
Div. 1:  Alida Silverman reported that the Lullwater Bridge, one of the oldest bridges in 
Atlanta which was hardscaped in 1919, may be replaced.  
Div. 4:  The street light installation on Oakdale in DeKalb County has been completed.  
The residents expressed their appreciation for the support and the donation from the 
DHCA.  There was a request for Oakdale residents to write up notes on the process 
taken so others could benefit from their experience. 
Div. 9:  Steve Misner reported that 2 of the 3 approved houses are being built on what 
was originally 2 lots on Hummingbird Lane, but a fourth house requested by the 
developer was denied by the Historic Commission. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Scott Storbeck, our new Treasurer, plans to formalize procedures for residents to apply 
for grants, since requests are becoming more frequent. 
 
Communications Vice President’s Report 
David Hill reported that the DH Newsletter was sent out today and the website has been 
updated. 
 
Administrative VP’s Report 
Mike Hellerstein, our new Administrative VP, distributed an updated data sheet on all 
board members and completed the snack schedule for future meetings. 
 
Tour of homes:  Dick Shuey reported that the organization of this years’ Tour of Homes 
is on track.  Becky Evans is distributing posters and brochures, and sponsorships have 
already matched the peak levels of the centennial year.  The Gala will be held for 
patrons at the Druid Hills Golf Club on Wednesday before the tour.  The Artists market 
still has 3 booth spaces open. 
All board members are expected to sign up early as docents, either online or by 
communicating with Elizabeth Douglas.   
 
First Vice President’s Report 
Historic/Landmark Preservation Committee:  On Saturday, March 26, a public Q & A 
informational meeting is being held at the Emory Presbyterian Church next to DH High 



School.  The meeting is a source of advice and resources for those planning 
improvements in the historic district. 
A suggestion was made to invite realtors. 
Chris Leeth reminded us that 90% of the applicants for a COA are successful, and that 
it is in our own interest to minimize the number of retroactive COA applications that get 
turned down.  Negative PR for the DHCA results when residents confuse the DHCA 
HPC (Committee) created to help with the process and the DeKalb County HPC 
(Commission)  which makes the decisions. 
Relevant to those considering house plans, there will be an Old House Fair in Decatur 
on Saturday, March 19 with workshops on historic preservation and renovation projects. 
 
Bruce MacGregor informed us of the latest strategy for the development of the Buckler 
Property on Clifton Rd.  The developer appeared before the Planning Commission last 
Wednesday to request approval for a 7 lot subdivision without a COA approval.  The 
request was not heard since they did not post notices of the meeting properly.  The 
DHCA will continue to support a required COA with hired council. 
 
Plans for the new Georgia Power Substation on N. Decatur with new high tension lines 
are expected to be completed in 2013 – 2014.  However, houses will be demolished in 
April and the 200’x200’ screening wall will be constructed in August.  The DHCA is 
requesting improvements in the local distribution lines as well as reduced pole sizes 
since the proposed poles are much larger than the existing ones. 
 
Parks/Greenspace Committee update:  A group of interested neighbors met with 
Ayanna Williams of Park Pride and Dave Butler of DeKalb County to form a Friends of 
the Park Group to plan and name the new Park on the Peavine Creek at Vickers Drive 
(formally the Mann property).   
Many residents have expressed a need for playgrounds for families with young children, 
but small parks may not be appropriate for this.  A suggestion was made to form a 
Playground Committee to identify and pursue potential sites.  Division chairs could take 
the first step in identifying interested members, and the committee could work with 
Fernbank and SPARK which is designing a new school playground. 
 
Transportation Committee:  Dekalb County has requested ideas for SPLOST money 
that may become available.  Mike Hellerstein presented some possible ideas for a 
response from the DHCA which is due in two days:   
1)  sidewalks on the ByWay plus road diet on the 4 lane section 
2)  Improved pedestrian crossings at N. Decatur, Clifton, and Oxford intersections 
3)  General support for light rail within the beltway 
4)  brain train (connecting Athens with Atlanta at Ga state, Ga tech and Emory, with 
 no consensus on locations 
5)  safe pedestrian and bike routes on N. Decatur Rd. 
After much discussion, it was decided that a draft of a written position would be 
submitted to the president showing support in general terms for the listed improvements 
with the expectation that specific designs would include input from affected community 
members. 



 
AIEV Liaison Report:  Becky Evans reported that the delays in Emory Village’s street 
construction were due to difficulties finding an approved and qualified paving contractor.  
South Oxford will be closed starting March 17.  Funds still need to be raised by the 
community to supplement county and AIEV funding of the green space next to the 
Chevron Station. 
 
Executive Committee Report 
The Executive Committee recommends funding a $2000 match for the Emory Grove 
Community Garden park to be made in $500 increments with the understanding that  
the community garden will post credit for DHCA support.  The community garden will 
provide up to 30 plots in a 20’ x 100’ space next to the tennis courts. 
A Motion to approve carried without dissent. 
 
New business: 
Scott Riley was approved as a new Board member taking the place of Mike Hellerstein 
who is now on the Executive board.   Scott has experience with the Virginia Highlands 
and the Morningside community organizations. 
The other five new members of the board were then introduced: 
Tysie Whitman (Div. 7) 
Amy Power (Div. 5) 
Kathleen Mathers (Div. 3) 
Justin Critz (Div. 1) 
John Zedd (Div. 9) 
 
A motion was made by the Executive Committee to hold a moratorium on grants until a 
written procedure is developed.  Kathy Vandenburg agreed to head this effort. 
The Motion passed without dissent. 
 
The Executive Committee also proposed the need to develop a policy on home 
businesses.  The County code deals with customer contact but not with public contact 
and consulting.  Some of the many issues to consider include parking/ noise/ hours/  
employees,/signage. 
Justin Critz agreed to help Bruce Macgregor developing a DHCA policy. 
 
Mike Mandl has scheduled the next quarterly Emory – Community meeting to present 
plans for the development of Emory point on Clifton Rd. across from the CDC on March 
30.  Cousins Properties will be present to describe the first phase of 450 “gables type” 
apartments. 
 
The community should be aware that this Sunday is the Publix Marathon (formerly ING). 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:30. 


