
 
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, December 14, 2011 
North Decatur Building, Emory University 

 
Introductions and Approval of Minutes 
Bruce MacGregor opened the last DHCA Board Meeting of 2011 and all in attendance 
introduced themselves. 
The November Minutes were approved after striking notes from the executive session of 
the meeting. 
 
Annual Meeting 
VP Elliot Kyle is soliciting agenda items for the DHCA Annual Meeting to be held at 2:00 
on the second Sunday in February (02/12/2012) at The Fernbank Museum. 
 
Communications VP Replacement 
David Hill, whose significant work in updating the DHCA web presence and upgrading 
communications is much appreciated, cannot continue as Communications VP.  A 
suggestion was made to divide this position into two parts; a technical position to 
maintain and upgrade our web presence, and a PR position to promote press relations 
and communicate with residents. 
 
Membership 
The DHCA needs to identify someone to head the Membership Committee as Thomas 
Winn concentrates on his responsibilities as the DH Tour and Artist Market Liaison. 
All memberships now expire at the end of December and renewals can be made by mail 
or online with a credit card or Paypal. 
A suggestion was made to create a letter for members to distribute to neighbors, and to 
create and post signs promoting membership renewals. 
Mary Angela Whyte has posted a notice in the DH News that receiving the News does 
not mean one’s membership is up to date.  She also suggested a need to control edits 
and additions to news on the website. 
 
Nomination Committee 
Claudia Edwards agreed to head the Nominations Committee for next year, and 
nominations should be sent directly to Claudia. 
 
Land Use Updates 

1) Glenn Scout Hut expansion plans have been withdrawn from the Zoning Board to 
minimize possible conflicts or confrontations during the Christmas season. 

2) Walmart plans at Suburban Plaza:  Current plans will keep the Piccadilly side of 
the plaza intact and everything West of Piccadilly will be replaced. 

3) University Inn Annex:  the Annex parcel is under contract to be developed into 
upscale student housing.  Preliminary plans are for 11 units of 1, 2, and 3 



bedroom apartments no more than 3 stories tall.  The developer has had similar 
projects at Florida State in Tallahassee and they manage their own 
developments after completion. 
Bruce MacGregor and Amy Power met with the developers and suggested that 
condominiums may be more appropriate, but the company’s financial model is for 
apartments.  The parcel is zoned O&I limited to 2 stories if adjacent to residential 
zones so a special permit is needed for three stories.  The developer will seek 
reduced 1-1 parking but, as we have learned from the Sage Hill student 
apartments where parking needs were underestimated, most students have cars 
even if they walk to class.  

4) Dan Matthews parcel:  The site of the Out of Doors School bounded by OakDale, 
Vilenah Lane, and Dan Johnson Road, is held in trust by Evanlee Daum, Dan 
Mathews's widow.  Justin Critz met with EvanLee as a neighbor and reports 
that she has entered into an agreement with a builder, Phillip Clark Fine Custom 
Builders, who may develop one lot at a time up to 10 lots.  The agreement is for 
two years with an option for a third.  As part of the agreement, the Builder will 
build Evanlee a new home at 1097 Dan Johnson, and all buildings will be custom 
made after the first lot sells. 
This area had been considered as a potential park, and Alida Silverman 
wondered if any land has been or could be set aside as green space. 

5) Frazier Center Mediation:  Dick Shuey has met with and brought together 
neighbors and the Frazier Center Board.  The neighbors include three groups 
with different levels of concern:  residents on Lakeshore Dr. in DeKalb, residents 
on South Ponce, and residents on Ridgewood Rd NE in Atlanta.  Specific issues 
raised in the mediation sessions are confidential, but the neighbors are waiting 
for a response from the Frazier Center concerning weekend party noise and 
weekday traffic.  An engineering study of the bridge and a traffic study are 
underway. 

6) Emory Village former nursing home:  The County will not give a demolition permit 
until a redevelopment plan is approved. 

7) Emory projects:  The list of Emory development plans is growing.   
a. Emory University Hospital bed tower (East side of Clifton): 

i. Utilities and Shuttle rerouting starts Spring 2012 
ii. Excavation starts fall of 2012 
iii. Hospital Bed tower to be completed in 2016 

b. Emory/CHOA Health Sciences Research Building on Haygood Drive: 
i. Building connecting Emory Pediatrics Hospital to start Spring 2012. 
ii. Completion in April 2013 

c. Emory Point development (Cousins Properties and Gables Residential) 
i. Phase I completion scheduled for fall 2012 
ii. Phase II in planning stage includes the demolition of Emory Inn	   

d. Emory Village:  trees are being planted now. 
e. Emory village Park:  6 weeks initial work will continue through the winter 
f. Get Grounded Teen Center on Ridgewood Dr (North of N. Decatur) 

opening planned in mid to late January. 
 



DH Tour and Artist Market Update:  Thomas Winn is the Tour Liaison between the 
Tour Chairs and the Administrative VP.  Thomas has attended the organizational 
meetings and is very optimistic for a great 2012 tour.  The responsibilities of the Tour 
Liaison are defined in Attachment F of the 11/29/2011 Tour Meeting Proposal. 
A Motion to approve Thomas as Tour Liaison as described in Attachment F passed 
without dissention. 
 
Historic Preservation Update 
Lynn Speno is collecting material for the proposed Best Practices Document.  
Alida Silverman reported that a draft proposal of a Text Amendment will be coming from 
The City of Atlanta in January. 
 
Other 
Controversial proposals have been made for redistricting Atlanta schools including the 
new SPARK school on Ponce de Leon.  Many DH residents are upset and Fernbank 
parents, who have recently dealt with similar redistricting proposals in DeKalb County, 
are communicating with parents involved in SPARK, Mary Lin, and Morningside on how 
to get involved. DHCA was involved in the DeKalb County redistricting controversy from 
the start and advocated not splitting up school districts already established in historic 
neighborhoods. 
 
Ron Foust presented his concerns that some of the details of the Druid Hills Historic 
District guidelines are inappropriate for the Emory Grove neighborhood.  His 
presentation included projected pictures of a renovation that doubled the size of a 
house on Edinburgh Terrace to contrast major development approved for professionals 
with minor proposals denied to homeowners.  His particular concern is with limitations of 
window choices in a neighborhood that differs from much of Druid Hills. 
Suggestions were made to have Emory Grove residents present these concerns when 
members of the DH Historic Committee are present.  Suggestions were also made to 
develop special Emory Grove Design Guidlines for a defined character area as was 
done in Chelsea Heights. 
 
The Meeting adjourned at 9:27. 
 

 


