
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, November 16, 2011 
St. Johns Lutheran Church 

 
President Bruce MacGregor opened the meeting and all present introduced themselves. 
 
The October 2011 Minutes were approved. 
 
Land Use 
Glenn BSA Scout hut expansion proposal. 
David Volandt represented the Glenn BSA troop of 65 scouts who are looking for more 
space to meet their current needs.  The troop is not looking to expand the troop size, 
but the current facility built in the 1960’s is inadequate.  The scout hut is in a commercial 
zone adjacent to a residential zone, and was built before the 50’ transition zone was 
established.  Their plan was approved by the DeKalb County Historic Commission and 
will not increase current non-compliance since the footprint expansion is away from the 
property line.  The troop met all requirements in applying for a permit, but regrets not 
communicating with the neighbors before the application was submitted. 
Bill Hilmes, the adjacent homeowner with his wife and neighbors expressed their 
concerns that they were excluded from these decisions and did not know about the 
plans until the end of September.  The scouts had then met with the neighbors and 
proposed modifications to address their concerns.  However the neighbors then called 
on Attorney Knight to slow down the process.  Mr. Knight presented their desire to 
reopen the Certificate of Appropriateness process so community input could be made.  
Other neighbors then expressed their opposition to the scout hut expansion. 
Chris Leeth stated that all posting requirements had been met, and that the COA does 
not address set backs but only looks at their strict guidelines for public exposure of 
proposed construction.  It was decided to bring these concerns to the Land Use 
Committee led by Max Creighton on December 14. 
Alida Silverman expressed concern that the county does not automatically notify 
neighbors within a certain number of feet of hearing applications and suggested that the 
DHCA should encourage such notifications. 
 
The Board Meeting went into Executive Session for updates on the Buckler (Nunan) 
Litigation.  
 
Rob Benefield reviewed the 9 year history of litigation concerning development of the 5 
acre lot on Clifton adjacent to the Burbank Park.  Our efforts are critical to prevent the 
establishment of a precedent of going around the Historic Preservation Commission to 
gain approval of subdivisions directly from the planning board.  The potential of 
detrimental subdivisions of many large residential lots in the DH Historic District would 
result should the precedent be established.  
New developments include documentation that the Planning Commissioner who made 
the closing argument and motion for approval had already resigned but took the place of 



the new replacement who had already been trained and had a letter telling her to be at 
the meeting.  The DHCA filed our suit in May and the developers filed a motion to 
dismiss our two individual plaintiffs within the required 1500’ proximity of the 
development.  However, all of the documentation submitted by the DHCA at the PC 
meeting was left out of the county record, which was not apparent to the DHCA until the 
Planning Commission filed their records.  We filed a motion to correct the record with a 
traverse motion, which was rejected by the Judge since the deadline had passed due to 
the late submission of the county PC records.  Even in hindsight, our legal team cannot 
see what we could have done differently.  However, our two options are to either wait 
and see, or voluntarily dismiss and re-file to restart the 15 day opening to file a traverse 
motion to include submission of our documentation.  Another option would be to 
reinstitute the county legal effort by convincing two commissioners to agree to have the 
county legal department become involved again.  However, Commissioner Elain Boyer 
has apparently convinced the other commissioners not to pursue an “attack on the 
volunteer planning commissioners.” 
The decision was made to re-file. 
 
Continuation of Land Use Issues 
Abandoned Nursing home on Oxford:  The Planning Department is requiring a 
redevelopment plan before allowing demolition. 
 
A Proposed Walmart at the Suburban Plaza is seeking a reduction in required parking 
spaces. 
 
Candler Park:  There is a proposal to close the golf course to use the park as a festival 
area due to budget considerations.  Neighbors are upset and are pushing back. 
 
Emory Village:  The DHCA $2000 contribution is much appreciated and was followed by 
a $66K contribution from Emory University to get the landscaping underway.  Another 
$12K is still needed for completion of the project.  
 
Parks Greenspace 
Rutledge Park on Ridgewood Drive:  Park Pride will initiate a visioning session with Tim 
Ralston, Bruce MacGregor and others on the Friends of Rutledge Park Committee. 
 
Festivals on Ponce de Leon:  The DH Homes Tour may conflict with the Sweetwater 
Festival and the Festival on Ponce.  There is an obvious need for the City of Atlanta and 
DeKalb County to coordinate these events with neighborhoods. 
 
Administrative Issues 
DH House Tour and Artist Market Updates:  The meeting concerning reorganization to 
be held at Fernbank Museum has been rescheduled for Tuesday, November 29. 
Becky Evans gave an update on tour plans.  Three houses are confirmed and three 
more are being asked. 
The Sponsor Breakfast was held and letters have been sent to potential Friends and 
Patrons of the tour. 



For Publicity, a graphic designer has been asked to create a design to be used year 
after year. 
The committee is looking into providing a food van rather than the boxed lunches used 
last tour. 
 
Druid Hills News Update:   
Mary Angela Whyte reports that enough last minute submissions came in for the winter 
issue.  The next deadline is in mid February, one week after the ad deadline, which is 
found online. 
A proposal was made to replace the notice for out of town members to receive issues 
through the mail with a notice for out of town members to read the DH News online. 
 
Transportation co-chair :  Tricia Elam has agreed to be the Transportation Co-Chair 
specializing in doing research since she can not attend meetings. 
 
Lullwater Roundabout Maintenance:  Sage Gardens will take over for In Bloom, and it 
was suggested that this type of landscaping agreement might be expanded to other 
parts of DH. 
 
CAN Updates for the City of Brookhaven will be monitored since this trend has 
significant consequences for the rest of the county. 
 
Creating a “Best Practices Historic Preservation Document” of common issues in the 
DH historic district would be beneficial to all.  It is in the early stages of development 
and will address common issues such as windows, heights and massing.  The same 
problems come up in both the county and the City of Atlanta. 
 
Emory University: the University will become a total smoke-free campus. 
 
Emory Village:  A Romeo’s Pizza and a Chipotle will be established next to the Yogli 
Mogli. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:30 

 


