
 
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, October 19, 2011 
St. Johns Lutheran Church 

 
President Bruce MacGregor opened the meeting having Alida Silverman present a 
Redistricting Resolution supporting a non-partisan and transparent method for 
drawing state and federal election district boundaries.  The resolution supports the 
return to having a committee of individuals at the Vinson Institute of the University of 
Georgia responsible for the redistricting required every 10 years after the Census is 
taken. 
What to do with the resolution was discussed and, since this is a state-wide issue, it 
was suggested that the resolution should be sent beyond the metro Atlanta area to 
legislators and the lieutenant governor as well as all other civic associations through the 
Civic Association Network (CAN). A copy of the resolution is attached. 
A motion to adopt the resolution passed with one dissent. 
 
DHCA Reimbursement Procedure 
Scott Storbeck distributed a detailed Expense Reimbursement Policy for the DHCA 
which will be included on the website.  The policy is needed to organize finances of the 
DHCA and requires that all reimbursements requests include a written Expense Report 
Form.  Expenses over $500 need pre approval by the president or the treasurer. 
Scott also expressed a need to change the deadline for the annual budget to May in 
order to include results of the house tour finances.  
Volunteers for the Budget Committee have been found. 
This year begins the common January dues deadline, which should make it easier for 
everyone to keep track of their memberships.   
Ways to increase memberships were discussed.  Some suggestions include hosting a 
public membership drive, requiring membership to receive the DH News, calling expired 
members, asking for input and evaluation in a survey, contacting boards of 
condominiums such as the Clifton Condos, and having members make person-to-
person requests of their neighbors. 
A motion to adopt the new Reimbursement Procedure passed unanimously. 
 
Clarification of the September Emory Village Plaza donation: 
The Motion made last month to approve a $2000 contribution to the AIEV for 
development of the Plaza Park plans is in the form of a direct contribution of $1000 + a 
second $1000 to match new fund raising.  
 
Civic Association Network (CAN) Update 
Meetings have been held proposing to incorporate a City of Brookhaven.  There are 
concerns that new incorporated cities in DeKalb County will create new city borders that 
absorb major business districts and leave a diminished tax base for the remaining 
unincorporated county where there are increased needs.  Discussion included 



consideration of a city of Central DeKalb, concern that the two major employers in our 
neighborhood pay no taxes, effects on school districts, the unequal distribution and 
concentration of wealth in the 5 DeKalb county districts, and the feasibility of becoming 
a part of Decatur or Atlanta. 
Apparently Burrell Ellis and Vernon Jones will be running for DeKalb CEO in the next 
election. 
 
Druid Hills Day/Halloween Party will be held on Sunday, October 30th from 3:30-6:30.  
Preparations are under way and it was reported that Claudia Edwards of the Parents 
Network gives the event a big thumbs up. 
 
Land Use 
Buckler Litigation:  DeKalb County is no longer pursuing its case against Buckler so the 
DHCA legal team submitted our arguments last week.  
Frazer Center Mediation:  Bob Ballou has initiated meetings between the neighborhood 
& the Frazer Center at the Episcopal church.  The first meeting held was mediated by 
Dick Shuey but details of the process are confidential. 
SLUP updates 
Bruce MacGregor attended the Board of Commissioners meeting on September 27 and 
supported the three following applications which were approved: 
Emory University Hospital 
Ridgewood Dr. Teen Center 
Home Occupation on Dyson 
 
Transportation 
T-SPLOST Projects include a possible Heavy Rail line from the Lindbergh Marta Station 
to the N. Decatur/Clairmont intersection followed with a light rail line to Avondale station. 
The next hearing/Open House will be on October 25 at the Silver Bell Pavilion at the 
Emory Conference Center where detailed maps and designs will be on display. 
Other T-SPLOST Projects are minor intersection & pedestrian proposals. 
 
We still need a Transportation Committee chair.  A suggestion was made for Tricia 
Elam to fill the position.  Tricia is a former Administrative VP. 
 
Parks/Greenspace 
A Park Pride, Friends of Rutledge Park group has been formed headed by Tim Ralston. 
 
Lullwater roundabout maintenance:  In Bloom Nursery is retiring from maintaining the 
Lullwater roundabout.  Bill Gryboski is in the process of having Sage take over the job.  
A suggestion was made to support our sponsors more publicly.  Also, we should send In 
Bloom a letter of thanks.  A suggestion was made to find companies to maintain the 
Emory Village Circle as well as the Lullwater Circle since they are high profile locations 
with advertising potential.  Consideration was given to making signage uniform. 
 
Homes Tour   



Becky Evans announced that the four major committee chairs are now filled and the 
committee had their 2012 Druid Hills Home and Garden Tour kick-off meeting today.  

• Claudia Keenan is the Homes and Gardens Chair 
• Debbie McDonald & Leslie Fight are Operations Co-Chairs 
• Becky Evans is Revenue Chair 
• Tysie Whitman and Christin Bruce are Artist Market Co-Chairs 

Invitations to the selected homes have been submitted and all board members are 
asked to spread the word early this year for the April event. 
There are still some open positions such as the Tour Secretary, Logistics (AM and 
Homes) and the Publicity and PR chairs. 
Alida questioned an apparent change made by the executive board to the "Reinvention 
of 2003" tour organization.  The EC inadvertently referred to Becky as the tour “chair”, a 
role of making sure the Tour Committee is underway and functioning that the DHCA 
Administrative VP has held in the past.   Last year Dick Shuey was the liaison between 
the four H&G chairs and the DHCA Executive Committee.  This year, Becky made sure 
all four main chairs are filled, and the EC was endorsing the role of a non-voting 
liaison/coordinator position. 
Joanna Stroud raised many concerns about changing the structure of the tour 
organization and suggested having a special meeting for those interested in the 
organization and specifying roles.  Scott suggested having the Executive Committee 
specify the job descriptions of the tour positions.  Cathy Vandenberg suggested that a 
group of people more connected to the tour could more easily clarify the organizational 
structure of the tour.  To some, it seemed useful to have an intermediary or coordinator 
or liaison position to communicate with the EC and between the four Home & Garden 
Co-Chairs. 
 
The DHCA Executive Director position was discussed.  Suggestions were made to 
abolish the position and have someone on call to perform specific tasks such as 
generating ads.    
A practical suggestion was made to have an ad index in the DH News. 
 
The Meeting adjourned at 9:47  
 
Addendum: 
 

RESOLUTION	  RE;	  RE-‐DISTRICTING	  

September	  2011	  

Resolved	  by	  the	  Druid	  Hills	  Civic	  Association	  that	  the	  responsibility	  for	  re-‐
districting	  done	  every	  10	  years	  subsequent	  to	  the	  Census	  be	  returned	  to	  a	  non-‐
partisan,	  knowledgeable	  committee	  of	  individuals	  at	  the	  Vinson	  Institute	  of	  the	  
University	  of	  Georgia.	  	  	  Drawing	  the	  boundary	  lines	  for	  state	  and	  federal	  election	  
districts	  must	  be	  based	  on	  communities	  of	  interest:	  	  neighborhoods,	  school	  
districts,	  towns,	  counties,	  cities.	  	  Other	  considerations	  that	  do	  not	  focus	  on	  fair,	  



transparent,	  accountable	  governance	  have	  no	  place	  in	  the	  process.	  	  The	  record	  of	  
both	  major	  political	  parties	  since	  the	  process	  was	  transferred	  from	  the	  Vinson	  
Institute	  has	  not	  enhanced	  confidence	  in	  government	  so	  essential	  to	  our	  
democratic	  republic	  form	  of	  government.	  	  An	  up	  or	  down	  vote	  on	  the	  plan	  
submitted	  by	  the	  committee	  is	  the	  proper	  role	  of	  the	  Legislature.	  

 


