
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, September 15, 2010 
St. John's Lutheran Church 

 
Call to Order and Introductions 
President Cathy Vandenberg opened the meeting and all in attendance introduced 
themselves. 
 
The summer minutes for June, July, and August 2010 were approved with minor 
corrections of spelling  
 
DeKalb County District 2 Update 
Commissioner Jeff Rader spoke of progress in the Emory Village streetscape 
including topographical modifications and infrastructure improvements.  There are still 
some kinks to work out to complete installation of the underground electrical utilities.  
Commissioner Jeff Rader is taking measures to ensure that any excess funds be put 
into streetscapes. 
The Commissioner then addressed County efforts to improve local Greenspaces and 
spoke of the new Zonolite Park and improvements at Deepdene.  The county purchased 
the Mann house in the Peavine Creek floodplain and will take the structure down.  
Funds for this property became available because it was foreclosed.  The county is 
presently negotiating with sellers of the Rutledge property between Ridgewood & Emory 
Dr. to make a pocket park.  The outlook is positive although there are still a few kinks to 
work out including the naming of the future park.  The Community needs to consider 
consequential issues like parking, invasive bamboo, and how it is to be developed. 
Other greenspace sites identified include the 4.63 acre Robert and Jane Buckler site 
adjacent to Burbank Park.  Negotiations continue with him about value of this property 
but he is asking an amount significantly greater than the assessed value.  There is a 
limit to the amount of money available for this one part of town. 
The Lullwater Apartments in the floodplain next to Emory Village have a value between 
8 and 9 million dollars based on current rents.  Emory University is no longer interested 
in this property since most of the entire lot is in the floodplain and its development would 
be very limited.  However, because improvements cannot exceed  60% of apartments 
value, the property may become available eventually. 
The commissioner suggested that the DHCA Historic Committee may want to consider 
a plan similar to the Olmsted plan for the abandoned nursery property between Oakdale 
and Vilenah. 
A need for a park/play area has been identified in the neighborhood near Emory Drive 
and Cornell where there are no vacant lots.  There has been a suggestion to approach 
Emory University to consider development of the land between the Peavine Creek and 
east of Emory Drive.  Commissioner Rader gave an example of a successful pocket 
park being developed by a Brookhaven neighborhood.  Clack’s Corner Park resulted 
from successful negotiations between the county, the lot owner, and the neighborhood. 



We were reminded that the county budget is tight this year with many departments 
continuing to spend more than is available.  Due to Dunwoody’s incorporation, an 
existing county police precinct may need to be relocated.  If the county considers 
moving the precinct south, it is a possibility that District 2 may gain a new precinct in the 
Buford Highway area.  The recently closed Briarcliff Library could be a consideration, 
but that space may be too small. 
Improvements to the county’s Stormwater system originally budgeted at 1.9B$ over 5 
years has been reduced to 1.4 B$.  Rates have increased significantly (16% per year 
since 2007) and requests are being made for more increases.   
 
Division Reports 
Div. 2:  Scott Storbeck reported that their planned party is on. 
Div. 5:   DHHS students parking on Durand Dr. are creating poor visibility.  A 13 year old 
student was hit by a car and seriously injured.  There are few existing parking 
restrictions and residents are not happy.  Trailers in school parking lot are being 
removed so some parking at the high school will open up. 
Div. 7:  Scott Schuman reported a concern that proper precautions are not being taken 
to removing asbestos shingles from a house on Cornell.  There is also concern that 
overparking on Emory Dr. and speeding on Oxford toward Emory Road from N. Decatur 
is increasing. 
Div 8:  Ron Foust reported that fifteen residents are interested in establishing a 
community garden.  There has been no major opposition and the group of Emory Grove 
residents will be submitting an application to the county for approval.  Funds will be 
needed.  
 
Oakdale Road Streetlight Committee 
Residents Mark Harold & David Brooks informed us of their efforts to bring street lights 
to Oakdale Road and are requesting support from the DHCA.  Because they have 
continued fundraising among residents, the balance needed to initiate the lighting 
project has been reduced to $5436 from $6500.  They have garnered support from 75% 
of the affected residents and have raised 75% of the needed funds to install 17 
historically appropriate street lights between the Byway & N. Decatur on the west side of 
Oakdale.  Some concern was expressed about whether the particular light design is 
compatible with existing historic streetlights.  A motion to support their efforts with a 
$5436 contribution passed. 
 
Communications VP Report 
David Hill reported that the DHCA  website continues to be successful and that an 
added twitter posting is followed by 36 individuals.   
Jenny Richardson of the  DH News reported on a significant drop in ads.  A suggestion 
was made to have Emory place ads since Health care ads are being seen elsewhere in 
the community. 
Elliot Kyle reported that 50 residents have signed up for the annual yard sale. 
 



Tour of Homes & Artists market 
Dick Shuey reported that last week’s kick-off was a success with good turnout.  The 
position of Revenue Chair is still needed, but most other positions are filled.  Tom 
Cross, Logistics Chair, could use one more assistant. 
 
First Vice-President’s Report 
Chris Leeth reported for the Historic/Landmark Preservation Committee that the County 
has promised not to give permits without a COA, but it is still happening.  Residents 
need to be aware of this and report any development without a COA. 
Joanna Stroud reported the owner of the Tammis property on the corner of Clifton & S. 
Ponce has requested permission for demolition based on a threat to health and safety.  
The neighbors feel that this would be demolition by neglect, and the 40 year history of 
this property is fraught with requests for demolition and rezoning as well as neglect of 
past citations.  The UDC will consider the request on Wednesday at 4:00 unless 
deferred.  Joanna says that representatives of neighbors will ask for third party review of 
the request.  A motion was made for the DHCA to recommend against demolition but 
the motion was withdrawn until more is learned. 
 
Transportation Committee Report 
Mike Hellerstein suggested that a temporary restoration of a left turn from N. Decatur 
onto Clifton south during the Emory Village construction is being discussed.  There is 
strong opposition from many, but not all, on Clifton south of Ponce.  Mike has heard 
from many by e-mail and will hold a meeting to be scheduled soon for residents to voice 
their concerns.  This issue is particularly relevant during the closure of South. Oxford in 
December. 
 
AIEV Liaison Report 
Rolf Grun reported on 3 issues:  1) the AIEV supports a temporary turn lane to access 
Clifton from Ponce during construction on Oxford. 
2) A letter to the nursing home about health concerns is being composed.  Davis Fox 
will contact them first 
3) the next planning meeting will be in October. 
 
Executive Committee Report 
The Executive Committee recommended a $1000 contribution toward the DHYS Capital 
Campaign at Medlock.  They will display a banner on the central field.  A motion to 
approve this contribution passed. 
 
New Business: 
A Motion was made to ask the Executive Committee to analyze Environmental 
Protection Division (EPD) decisions on proposed trails.  The analyses would result in  
Stated support or opposition to the EPD proposals.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:01pm. 


