
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, August 18, 2010 
St. John's Lutheran Church 

 
Call to Order and Introductions 
President Cathy Vandenberg opened the meeting and all in attendance introduced 
themselves. 
 
Approval of the summer minutes for June & July ‘10 were deferred to the Sept. meeting 
 
Board Operations:   
Bruce MacGregor’s request that all board members be required to serve on a 
committee was met with approval. 
 
David Hill reported that the E newsletter continues to improve and is well received. 
 
Thomas Winn reminded everyone that all memberships will need to be renewed at 
either the start of the calendar year or the fiscal year in March.  Memberships at the 
lowest level remain at $25. 
 
Joanna Stroud reported on the state of the 2011 Tour of Homes and Artist Market 
planning.  There are still many openings for committee assignments which must be filled 
by the next September meeting.  These assignments include Tour & Artist Market 
Secretary, Revenue Co-Chair, Tickets Chair, Publicity Chair, Publicity committee 
positions, Staffing of volunteers, Logistics coordinator, Reception Assistant, Market Tent 
and signage positions, and Child & Teen Art Committee Chair.  Revenue is the biggest 
unfilled position which is critical to having the Artist Market & Tour.  It was suggested 
that volunteers should not have to serve more than two years but many are serving year 
after year without relief from new volunteers. 
   
Chad Henderson reported on the plans of the Community & Lifestyle Committee: 
The Druid Hills Day is traditionally held on the first Sunday in November while the newer 
Halloween Party has been a huge success with growing attendance.  Because these 
two events are generally family oriented and are so close together, it was suggested  
the two events be merged.  Since many families attending the Halloween Party are not 
members, merging the two events can help with recruiting.  No negatives were 
expressed and it was agreed to combine the two events to be held on October 24, 
earlier than usual since Halloween will be on a Sunday.  Holding the event at the 
Deepdene Park was considered but it is uncertain if the park’s renovation will be 
complete with grass by October.  Also, it was noted that the traditional location at the  
Dellwood Park is more visible.   
Volunteers should contact Chad. 
This Saturday, the Parents Network will be hosting a party. 
 



Oakdale Road Streetlight Committee 
Residents Mark Harold & David Brooks informed us of their efforts to bring street lights 
to Oakdale Road and are requesting support from the DHCA.  Historic lighting has 
enhanced neighborhoods in other historic areas and lighting added to Lullwater Circle 
and near the Byway in the past has been successful.  The County does not provide 
street lights anymore and residents wish to enhance the aesthetics of their street as well 
as increase their security and comfort. 
The Oakdale Committee has negotiated with DeKalb County and Georgia Power to 
install 17 lights on Oakdale Rd. between the Byway and North Decatur.  The upfront 
cost is $29,000 (significantly down from an initial estimate from the County of 
$112,000!) in addition to a residential assessment of $115/100’ street front per year.  Of 
the 54 residents, 70% are on board and all but $8830 has been raised (70% of the 
upfront cost).  The neighborhood group is asking for DHCA support of their efforts as 
well as a pledge to cover the balance of the required funds required. 
The executive committee will consider the request before the matter is voted on by the 
board.  
 
Treasurers Report:  Jim Morawetz reported that there have been no recent changes 
and our finances are in good shape. 
 
Update on the Briarcliff Mansion: 
Thea Roeser reported that Chick-fil-A is negotiating with Emory to convert the Briarcliff 
Mansion, which is on the national register, into a cancer treatment house with a 30 year 
option.  Their efforts are currently on hold due to the economy.  Chick-fil-A operates on 
a cash basis and a feasibility study to get the building up and running estimates a $14 
Million cost. Because the mansion has deteriorated over time, Chick-fil-A has given 
enough to fix the roof.  The question raised is whether the community wants to protect 
this historic building in case Chick-fil-A decides not to pursue their plans.  It was 
suggested that the Historic Preservation Committee consider what actions can be 
made. 
 
Transportation Committee: 
Mike Hellerstein announced that the first meeting of the reorganized committee took 
place and the committee will review its .history and consider priorities 
Mike also galvanized the Chelsea Heights community to clean up streets to Fernbank 
Elementary School. 
 
Georgia Urban Forestry Grant Update: 
Alida Silverman reported that the grant proposal to have street trees assessed and 
maintained was not approved due to the absence of a formal partnership with the 
county.  Commissioner Rader gave a letter of support but this does not meet the 
requirements of the State funding agency. 
Follow up options include 1) Doing nothing or 2) forming partnerships with DeKalb 
County and the City of Atlanta and raising $20,000 for Arborguard to inventory our trees 
and maintain them.  Alternatively, with volunteers within each Division to inventory the 



trees, we could reduce the cost to $10,000.  Either way, our community should embark 
on an educational campaign for replanting trees in the ROW as well as in front yards. 
During discussion, issues were raised about liability as well as considerations for 
lighting and curbing as well as trees. 
 
Greenspace: 
 Cathy Vandenberg stated that the most common comment she receives as President 
asks, “Why do we not have playgrounds in DH? “  As president, she wants to pursue the 
need and demand for playgrounds. 
We have yet to receive a formal  reply from the county on greenspace nominations. 
 
Historic/Landmark Preservation Committee: 
Alida Silverman gave an update on the Green Gables Mansion which has been for sale 
for years and is currently for rent.  The property on Ponce between the Methodist 
church and the school is zoned as residential.  The possibility to have a special use 
permit to make property workable was raised. 
The Committee is currently looking at the regulation of fences in the neighborhood and 
considering if fences may be an issue that requires only staff review.  The Landmark 
District’s partnership with the Atlanta Urban Design Commission (AUDC) is meant to 
clarify and streamline the COA process.  
 
Land Use and Zoning:  
Bruce reported on parking issues at a house across from the Emory University entrance 
on Oxford in Peavine floodplain.  There are 6 apartments in the 2000sqft structure. 
 
DeKalb County is suing elected members of the Soil and Water Conservation District 
including the chairperson, Dell MacGregor.  The Conservation District reports to the 
State and the County is suing to maintain control of the development review process 
near state waters without  Environmental Protection Division oversight. 
  
Notice of a meeting with Burell Ellis at Tull Hall in the Law School on Aug 23 from 6-8 
will be advertised with an e-alert. 
 
AIEV Liaison report:   
Becky Evans reported on the meeting last night concerning construction of the Emory 
Village Circle which starts this month with a 10 month contract.  Phase 1 affects N. 
Decatur Rd. west of the intersection.  S. Oxford will be closed in December but N. 
Decatur Rd. will always be open.  It will be in our interest to avoid the intersection with 
cars, but businesses will be open and are concerned about access. 
 
NEW BUSINESS - Division reports: 
Division 2:  Robert Ballou reports that Artwood residents are meeting next Tuesday 
concerning the potential of a new character area. 
Members are in contact with CSX about restoring the 1911 bridge in the Parkwood 
neighborhood. 
 



Division 7:  Major erosion on Emory Rd. was dealt with in a timely manner after flooding. 
Concerns were expressed about sexual offenders listed in the neighborhood.  The 
DHCA will advertise the listing website but not details or individual listings. 
 
Alida has printed copies of the Design Manual for the Druid Hills Local Historic District .  
The manual is also available on line as a PDF file. 
 
Division 9:  Steven Misner reports that the house in the Peavine Creek floodplain on 
Vickers  will be torn down by the county. 
 
Officer Jeremy Turner was struck by lightning in late June and is still recovering.  He is 
no longer with the Police Department but wants to continue in his role as safety officer 
for the DHCA.   We should invite representatives of the police department to DHCA 
meetings again. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 9:41 pm 


