
MINUTES 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Druid Hills Civic Association  
7:30 pm Wednesday, June 16, 2010 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

Call to Order, Recognition of Guests: Cathy Vandenberg, President, called the meeting to 
order and welcomed members and guests. Guests included Alan Yorker, commuter rail 
advocate. 
 
 Board Training, Part 1 
 Admin VP Elliott Kyle welcomed the board to board training, whereupon Alida 
Silverman reviewed DHCA history and Dick Shuey reviewed DHCA policies. 
 
 Secretary’s Report (approval of minutes)   
 Postponed until a future meeting due to lack of a quorum. Also, some members reported 
that they have not been getting copies of minutes e-mailed by the secretary. 
 
 Guest speaker/transportation issues 
 Alan Yorker, an advocate for mass transit and passenger rail, asserted that Georgia is 15-
20 years behind the region due to a lack of vision and planning. He said that Emory University is 
pushing for a rail connection, and that citizens need to demand passenger rail service. 
 
 Communications Vice President’s Report – David Hill 
 We now have 145 members and 222 topics on the Forum, and 615 e-mail addresses for 
E-Alerts. We also have a new twitter account, twitter.com/druidhillsnews that has been up for 
two days and already has four people following. This is in addition to our Facebook page. We 
also have a new program that will allow us to do surveys. 
 
 Administrative Vice President’s Report – Elliott Kyle 
 1. Our storage space for Tour materials, signs, etc. is costing $200 per month. We are 
considering changing to a different facility that will provide storage space in exchange for ads in 
the Druid Hills News. We are also seeking free space in the house that OLPA uses for its office. 
 2. Membership: The Executive Committee has approved switching to an annual renewal 

date of March 1
st
 for all members, to replace the rolling renewal dates currently in place. More 

details have yet to be worked out. The membership committee has been adding committee 
members. Upcoming projects include establishing the new member packets that were previously 
discussed, and the annual neighborhood yard sale scheduled for September 25, 2010. 
 3. Community and Lifestyle: As sign-up list was circulated to solicit volunteers to assist 

with the annual 4
th

 of July parade. 
 
 First Vice President’s Report 
 1. Cathy Vandenberg reported that DHCA, AIEV and Emory are working together to 
oppose a parking variance being sought by the non-resident owner of a house on Oxford Road 
who has been renting parking spaces to Emory students. At its last hearing, the BZA (Board of 
Zoning Appeals) granted a 60-day deferral. 



 2. Transportation Committee Chair Mike Hellerstein reported that he has gotten on the 
CCP mailing list so we can be kept up to date on their transportation planning. 
  
 Executive Committee Report 
 Mike Gallagher has been nominated to fill a vacant seat on the board. The board will 
vote on approval when there is a quorum present. 
 
 New/Old Business 
 1. Becky Evans was elected to the AIEV board and appointed the AIEV liaison to 
DHCA. She reported that a contract has been awarded for road improvements in Emory Village 
(see recent DHCA E-Alert). AIEV is planning to hold a community meeting in August to review 
the plans, construction schedules, etc. Also, a taco place has been approved for a site on Oxford 
Road across the street from the new Emory bookstore. The Executive Committee will discuss 
whether DHCA should appoint a liaison to AIEV. 
 2. Claudia Edwards reported that the Parents Network is planning to have two events 
per year, one for parents and one for families. 
 3. At the recent Emory Community (“Ask Mike”) meeting, it was learned that Emory 
demolished a garage behind one of its N. Decatur Road homes without first obtaining a COA. 
Emory’s new Starbucks, advertised as the largest collegiate Starbucks in the Country, will open 

on July 5
th

. The adjacent bookstore will open July 19
th

. Emory is soliciting funds for a 
community garden. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:33 p.m. 

    
       Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

      Richard Shuey  
      Acting Secretary 


