
 
DRUID HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC 

Board of Directors Meeting 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Wednesday, February 19, 2014, at 7:30 PM 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Officers: J Critz, C Hamilton, C Vandenberg, K Gibson, C Keenan 
B MacGregor, D Shuey, J Yates 
Chairs: B Vogel, A Wallace, S. Misner 
2013: T Winn   2014: S Cappel, T Whitman, E Lindsay    
2015: E Riley, S Storbeck, J Stroud, J Joffe, T Gambrell 
Guests: Jon Hart (2016), A Silverman, T Fricke, Courtney May & Paige McKay Kubik (Frazer Ctr),  
Chelsey Hall (Rep. Stacy Abrams) 
 
President Justin Critz opened the meeting and the January 22, 2014 DHCA Board 
Minutes were approved. 
 
TAMAS PROPERTY UPDATE 
Phil Clark, who is currently developing the properties on Oakdale, Vilenah, and Dan 
Johnson Rd, presented detailed renderings of a proposed development of the Tamas 
property on S. Ponce.  The two historic houses would be renovated into townhomes and 
eleven additional units would be built behind the existing houses thus preserving the 
South Ponce streetscape.  Attempts to architecturally blend in with the neighborhood are 
made by creating the appearance of an English Tudor village of houses and carriage 
houses, minimizing paving and creating landscaped green space.  All units range in size 
from 2200 to 3000 SF and will have basements with elevator shafts and garages that 
would not be visible from the street.  The developers recognize a demand for downsized 
units for “empty nesters” that wish to stay in the Druid Hills neighborhood for $800K – 
$1M. 
The timeline for development allows four more months for planning with construction to 
start in January 2015 with one year for completion of the entire project. 
There will be an onsite presentation on Friday.  President Justin Critz recommended 
waiting until an onsite presentation takes place before a requested resolution in support of 
the development is made. 
 
FRAZER CENTER 
Paige Kubik, the new Director of the Frazer Center, and Courtney May, Director of 
Programs, gave an informational update on addressing neighborhood concerns.  
The center is following the SLUP requirements for time limits and amplification restrictions 
in the gardens and hires two security officers for each event.  Garden events in 2013 
were reduced from over 60 events to 46 events and there have been no noise complaints 
from Lakeshore neighbors since 2011.  Requirements to use the S. Ponce entrance is 
communicated regularly and the dumpsters have been relocated.  The SLUP 
requirements do not include use of the Atrium, and guidelines for this are being 
developed.  There will be a public meeting at the Frazer Center on April 21 at 6pm. 
 
CITY LANDMARK DISTRICT TEXT AMENDMENT 
Alida Silverman gave an update on amending the Atlanta City Landmark District and 
reported that we are now almost at the starting gate legislatively since Atlanta 
Councilman Alex Wan will be meeting soon to start the process.  The expectation is to be 
finished by June. 



 
FERNBANK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Since adopting a resolution in support of the modified plan for the new Fernbank 
Elementary School developed by Jason Moss, the DHCA reached out to the PTA since 
we had not heard from them.  The PTA Executive Committee, the School Council and the 
Fernbank Foundation submitted a written position supporting the original plan of the 
DeKalb County School District (DCSD).  They claimed that other architects disagreed that 
the alternative plan would save time, reduce fill dirt requirements, and reduce sizes and 
number of retaining walls.  They felt the underground detention pond would be cost 
prohibitive and they preferred losing trees and providing 160 parking spaces recognizing 
the need to provide for a larger student body of up to 1200. 
Fortunately for the neighborhood, the solution to this increasingly contentious issue was 
resolved to most everyone’s satisfaction at the DCSD meeting that took place this 
evening.  Allison Reeves, president of the Fernbank PTA reported that the school district 
adopted a new plan that includes 2 acres of play space while maintaining a 100’ forested 
buffer and funds an underground detention plan.  By reducing the parking from 160 to 
117 spaces, the building will be located so that only one retaining wall will be needed with 
a reduced height.  The new plan keeps the development on schedule and is to be 
completed by August 2015. 
 
 
GOOD GROWTH DEKALB 
Good Growth DeKalb (GGD) first organized to prevent a Walmart development from 
replacing Decatur’s Suburban Plaza.  The organization is supportive of many DHCA 
concerns, is continuing to oppose the Walmart development with a legal appeal, and also 
supports community friendly, sustainable growth.  They are requesting a $1000 donation 
from the DHCA and we donated $500 last year.  The Executive Committee recommends 
a donation of $500. 
The board, with no opposition and one abstention, accepted the EC recommendation. 
 
BUCKLER LITIGATION 
At the last meeting we learned that Bobby Buckler filed a federal lawsuit against the 
DHCA and individuals including our Commissioners and Bruce MacGregor. 
Justin Critz reports that our insurance has accepted Directors and Officers (D&O) 
coverage of this lawsuit.  Justin has met with their counsel as well as with other attorneys 
that agree with Rob’s assessment that the lawsuit, while intimidating, appears to be 
frivolous. 
 
CITYHOOD 
The Lakeside cityhood proposal has redrawn its map and has expanded to include Emory 
Point.  We do not know what will happen in the Georgia House let alone in the Senate 
where Fran Millar supports the Lakeside proposal.  Judy Yates asked Chelsey Hall, who 
is present at our meeting and works with Representative Stacy Abrams, to research how 
Fran Millar may find ways to approve the city of Lakeside.  Judy surmised that many will 
not be willing to support the Lakeside proposal if it feels like it is controversy that may 
come back to bite them.  She also advised contacting Republican Representatives to 
clearly state opposition to SB-270 and Lakeside cityhood. 
 
TOUR UPDATE 
Claudia Keenan reported that all positions are now filled and that sponsorships have 
raised over $32K.  Every board member is encouraged to be a Friend or Patron as well 
as to volunteer for docent shift. 
 
The February Meeting adjourned at 8:47. 


