
DRUID HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC 
Board Meeting 

Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014; 7:30-9:00 P.M. 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

  
IN ATTENDANCE 
Officers: J Critz, C Hamilton, C Vandenberg, C Keenan, S Storbeck, K Gibson 
B MacGregor, D Shuey, J Morawetz, J Richardson, C Leeth 
Chairs: A Wallace, R Vicevich, D Parrington, S Thornton, R Foust, S Misner 
2014: E Lindsay, L Sones, T Whitman 
2015: B Evans, F Finegan, T Gambrell, E Riley, C Waterbury 
2016: J Boone, A Howell, K Oglesby, T Winn, D Winston 
Guests: Rob Benfield (Legal Committee Chair), Kevin Parrington, Van Biesel, Scott Smith (Fernbank Museum), Naomi 
Smith, Perry Mitchell, Kirk Lawson. 
 
President Justin Critz opened the meeting and the October 15, 2014 DHCA Board Minutes were 
approved. 
 
New Business 
Fernbank Museum:  Susan Neugent, President and CEO of the Fernbank Museum of Natural History, 
gave an overview of the museum’s plans to build trails, a pavilion and outdoor exhibition space 
between the museum and the forest.  She requested time to make a presentation at the DHCA 
annual meeting and then introduced John Polker and Susan Stainback, Landscape Architects helping 
to planning the Fernbank project. 
The plan to create an outdoor learning center directly behind the museum will celebrate the character 
of the Piedmont forest where nature takes precedence. The trails will be low impact trails and will 
include a play area for young children near the building and an area with ropes courses for older 
children to connect them with nature. Low lighting will be utilized to minimize disruption to wildlife and 
elevated walkways to tree pods will minimize contact with the ground.  There will be covered pavilions 
for group work and an outdoor gallery with rotating displays for art and science.  These areas are not 
adjacent to neighboring lots and will include an area between the museum and Barton Woods that is 
currently inaccessible to the public.  Street meetings with neighbors on Barton Woods, Clifton and 
Dyson are being planned.  Construction will start next summer. 
 
Clifton Ridge:  Rob Benfield gave an update on the legal strategies concerning the Buckler litigations 
and reported on recent events in our favor: 

1) The Federal court case ruling in our favor:  On October 28 a federal court ruled on a suit 
filed by Buckler last January against our Commissioners, the DHCA, and individuals within the DHCA.  
The federal court dismissed his claims indicating that our tactics and concerns are valid.  Our 
insurance company supported us in this effort. 

2) Georgia Supreme court ruling in our favor: On October 20, the Georgia Supreme court 
declined to review the July decision of the Court of Appeals which supported our position to be able to 
challenge the Planning Commission’s April 2011 approval of the Buckler development. 

3) DeKalb county CEO decision in our favor: Last June Buckler submitted a Final Plat for 
approval which made it’s way to CEO Lee May for a decision.  Lee May did not approve the Plat as 
the deadline approached.  Deny Clifton Ridge organized a Petition, which was signed by over 350 
local residents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Druid Hills Survey on Annexation and Cityhood: 
Otis White, president of Civic Strategies, gave a summary of the results of the DH Survey on 

Annexation/Cityhood Choices.  An eight page Preliminary Report was distributed which is also 
published on the website.  The survey was a team effort including Elise Riley, Scott Storbeck, Jenny 
McGuigan and Anne Wallace among others, to be as user friendly and objective as possible to help 
residents make a decision.  Three thousand post cards were sent to every household, advertising the 
actual online survey which included a phone option for a paper survey.  There were over 800 
responses, a 24% response rate, which is very high.  Atlanta residents’ responses had a lower 
response rate and were kept separate since they would not vote in a referendum on cityhood. 

Since most residents are not as familiar with the issues of cityhood, the questions were 
designed to assess the comfort levels with three possible scenarios as well as ranking the importance 
of five factors: schools, services, taxes, Emory University, and the historic district. 

The results indicate there is little desire to create a new city.  Residents are open to the idea of 
remaining in unincorporated DeKalb County and are open to being annexed into the City of Atlanta.  
We can expect a “robust” debate since the survey pointed out very strong feelings among the 
residents concerning the two options.  The survey also indicates much importance given to the five 
factors, which should form the basis of negotiations with the city of Atlanta and DeKalb County 
officials.  Over 200 participants made comments on the survey, which will be included anonymously 
in the final report. 

Two questions face the board:  “Do we recommend that a referendum be held?” and  
“What role should the DHCA have in this inevitable and emotional issue in order to come out in good 
shape?” 
 Discussion followed.  Kirk Larson suggested that by not recommending a referendum, the 
DHCA would actually be taking side of remaining in unincorporated DeKalb.  John Zeller pointed out 
that cityhood/annexation affects many residents and civic associations outside of the DHCA, such as 
on Mason Mill Rd.  Justin Critz pointed out that “Together in Atlanta,” perhaps an outshoot of the 
charter school group, is already advocating annexation.  They have submitted a map, which includes 
student catchment areas of Briar Vista, Fernbank and DHHS, indicating that schools may determine 
the boundaries of an annexation. 
 An argument was made that since the survey data shows significant and equal support for 
both options, we should facilitate the process of having a referendum. Because there are pro City of 
Atlanta groups but no formal Unincorporated DeKalb County groups, it may appear that the DHCA is 
supporting one side even though our website remains open to post information.  Also, there has been 
a lack of input from DeKalb County making the case for remaining in Unincorporated DeKalb. 

Elena Parent pointed out a significant political difference between annexation and cityhood:  
Annexation is traditionally looked at by local representatives, but new cities are determined by the 
entire state legislation.  The process is for the legislation to initiate a referendum in their legislative 
session so the earliest referendum would be in late 2015.  If a referendum passes with 50%+1, it is 
done, but if it fails, a new referendum could be done again in the future.   

The role of the DHCA includes communicating how our community feels to the City of Atlanta 
and state representatives as well as communicating to residents.  We need to make clear that 
support of a referendum is not supporting one position.  The democratic process lets residents make 
the decision. 

A Motion was made for the DHCA to approve recommending a referendum on the question of 
annexation into the city of Atlanta. 
An Amendment to the Motion was made to recommend a referendum on the question, “Shall Druid 
Hills in unincorporated DeKalb County be annexed into the City of Atlanta?” 
The Motion was seconded with the amendment. 
Comment:  A Request was made to put into the record counts of the votes. 
Vote on the Amendment: 12 for, 10 opposed. 
Vote on the Motion with the Amendment:  18 for, 7 against, 3 abstained. 
Comment:  A Request was made to vote again with only those members residing in unincorporated 



DeKalb County participating: 
Vote on the Same Motion limited to those residing in unincorporated DeKalb County:  16 for, 8 
opposed. 
 It was pointed out how important it is to clearly communicate that we are not supporting one 
side, but just endorsing a recommendation to give all the opportunity to have a voice.  It is also very 
important for individuals on the board to clearly state that personal opinions are not representing 
positions of the DHCA. 
 
Committee Reports 
Our Transportation Committee includes Kathy Oglesby, Chair since April, Lee Barnes, Bruce 
MacGregor and Ron Foust.  Several important issues are coming up and additional active members 
are needed.  Issues to be aware of:  
1) The final DeKalb Transportation report will include public transportation for the first time due to the 
committee’s push on this issue. 
2) The committee responded to the county on their transportation report that the Clifton Corridor 
analysis needs to include residential areas. 
3) The Community Improvement District (CID), a mechanism for funding road construction and 
maintenance as well as public transportation, is funded by sales taxes but residents affected do not 
have any say in how the money is spent.  The committee will be meeting with Betty Willis of Emory 
University to advocate for the DHCA having a vote on how CID funds are spent. 
 
The Nominating Committee chaired by Chris Hamilton is requesting nominations for members & 
officers including vacancies in district 5. 
Ron Foust nominated Van Biesel as co-chair of Division 8 
A Motion for Van Biesel to serve as co-chair was approved unanimously. 
 
The Board meeting went into Executive Session and Treasurer Scott Storbeck presented a summary 
of funds raised and appropriated and expenditures on legal fees over past 4 years concerning Clifton 
Ridge legal affairs.  Rob Benfield answered all questions concerning the legal team. 
 
The regular Board meeting resumed with a Home and Garden Tour update:  This year we already 
have over 30 sponsors coming to a celebration.  We will need over 330 Docents, so suggestions for 
individuals and groups willing to participate are needed. 
 
Jennie Richardson of the Historic Preservation Committee reported  
1) there is no new news on the status of the Tamas property on Clifton Road and Ponce.   
2) The City of Atlanta has not given a demo permit for The Jackson Hill Baptist Church adjacent to 
the Pine Bloom mansion.   
3) A new Mega Mansion is being built on a 1.5 acre Ponce de Leon lot. 
 
Bruce MacGregor reported for the Land Use Committee:  
1) The committee continues to work with our commissioners on including an appeals process in the 
DeKalb County Zoning Code Update. 
2) Although DeKalb Code includes a Technical Board of Appeals (TBA) to hear technical issues 
relating to the building and development codes, the TBA has never been appointed and the Planning 
Staff wants the Zoning Board to fulfill this function.  Some feel the Zoning Board is not the appropriate 
venue to deal with these issues. 
3)  DeKalb County appears not to be enforcing the lot merger ordinance as owners of 1900 
Ridgewood Dr. and 1907-11 Ridgewood Dr. are continuing to market illegally re-subdivided lots. 
 
The DHCA annual meeting will be held at the Fernbank Museum of Natural History on Sunday, 
February 8, 2015. 



 
Neighborhood Volunteers and Trees Atlanta will be planting 38 trees on Saturday and will be meeting 
from 9 to noon at Parkwood Park to demonstrate how the trees are to be planted. 
 
A reminder was made to submit nominations for the Volunteer of the Year award and the Lifetime 
Achievement award.  
 
A decision was made to hold a December meeting on the 10th and combine this with a Holiday Party. 
The New Bylaws will be presented at December and will include some significant changes. 
 
The November DHCA Board Adjourned at 9:52. 
 
  
 


