
 
DRUID HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC 

Board Meeting 
Wednesday, Oct. 15, 2014; 7:30-9:00 P.M. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
  
IN ATTENDANCE 
Officers: C Hamilton, C Keenan, K Gibson 
B MacGregor, J Richardson, R Graham 
Chairs: B Vogel, A Wallace, R Vicevich, D Parrington, S Thornton, R Foust, S Misner 
2014: L Barnes, E Lindsay, T Whitman 
2015: F Finegan, T Gambrell, S Montgomery, E Riley, J Stroud 
2016: J Hart, J Markham, K Taylor, D Winston 
Guests: Christina Bray (Callanwolde), Jeff Bragg 
 
Vice President Chris Hamilton opened the meeting and the September 17, 2014 DHCA Board 
Minutes were approved. 
 
New Business 
Callanwolde Grant Application 
Joanna Stroud introduced Christina Bray, Callanwolde’s Gallery Director, who made a presentation of 
a $2500 Grant Application for funds to rebuild the historic greenhouse.  Callanwolde is starting a 
major three-year campaign to renovate three buildings including the Greenhouse for environmental 
and horticultural programs, the Gardner’s Cottage for group ensembles, and the Barn for a recording 
studio.  The greenhouse is in need of immediate renovation and income from classes will enable 
maintenance of the improvements.  The Executive Committee recommends approval of the grant.  
A motion to approve the $2500 grant to renovate the Greenhouse passed without opposition. 
Christina passed out promotional material for events including “Halloween Night on Callanwolde 
Mountain.”   
 
Druid Hills Boundary Map 
Anne Wallace presented a large updated presentation map of the Druid Hills boundaries, which was 
sent out as PDF.  The map is based on descriptions in bylaws, county maps and the tax roll. 
Also, a data base has been created which includes all houses in DH with addresses sortable by 
DHCA divisions.  The map data can become part of the bylaws. 
A Motion to have the map and data go to bylaws committee for approval was made and passed 
without opposition. 
 
Cityhood 
Anne Wallace reported that an informational letter on cityhood has been emailed to all residents in 
preparation for a survey.  Every household will receive a card in mail with a code to be used for an 
online survey to ensure the legitimacy of results.  Although the information is sent to everyone, 
tabulated results will only include residents in unincorporated DeKalb since only those residents of a 
proposed city could participate in a future referendum.  A decision to allow more than one ballot per 
household has not been made. 
Otis White, a local resident and president of Civic Strategies, will conduct the survey. 
An important clarification was made: The mayor of Decatur definitively stated that they are not 
interested in annexing DH. 
Bruce MacGregor reported that existing cities in DeKalb are attempting to annex commercial 
properties while minimizing the addition of residences, which leaves many residents without the 
support of a commercial tax base.  Many believe there should be a moratorium on commercial 
annexation since, if the trend continues, cities will have a $40,000 per capita tax base contrasting with 
a $17,000 base in unincorporated DeKalb. 



 
Jeff Bragg, a board member of COBI (City of Briarcliff Initiative), gave an update on the current 
cityhood proposals.  Representative Mike Jacobs engineered an attempt to bring the Lakeside and 
Briarcliff maps together with a November 15 deadline, but there are still disagreements between the 
Tucker, Lakeside and Briarcliff proposals.  If Druid Hills is interested in being a part of these cityhood 
proposals, the community would need to make a very convincing case to these organizations and 
politicians in a very short time.  The current proposals all isolate DH due to its narrow connection with 
unincorporated DeKalb County between Decatur and Emory University. 
 
Schools 
The Druid Hills Charter Cluster has given up attempting to work with DeKalb County and wrote a 
blistering letter explaining how county administrators “actively mischaracterized material facts and the 
law.” 
 
Committee Reports 
Historic Preservation 
Barbara Vogel reported that many major renovations are being performed to accommodate families 
with young children who are now attracted to the SPARK school. 
An alarming number of streetlights are out along the linear parks.  
There have been at least four major fires in historic DH this year.  There are concerns that several fire 
hydrants have had “out of service” signs for a long time.  Residents can call Atlanta’s Watershed 
Management at 404-658-6500 to voice their concerns. 
Robert Vicevich reminded everyone that David Cullison, DeKalb’s preservation planner, can be 
contacted at 404-371-2155 to determine the status of development projects.   
Chris Hamilton reported that Alida Silverman is working hard on getting a text amendment to the 
Atlanta Historic Preservation Ordinance.  Also, many in our community still mistakenly attribute 
decision-making power to the DHCA rather than to Atlanta and DeKalb County Commissioners.  
 
Home and Garden Tour 
Ryan Graham reported that three houses are committed to the 2015 tour and there will be an Ivy and 
Crooks walking tour on the Emory campus.  The possibility of an Artists Market in Emory Village as 
well as in a variety of set-ups along the tour is being considered.  A suggestion was made to have the 
artists market and registration in same area since they both compliment each other. 
 
Communications 
Claudia Keenan announced that our first DH Newsletter published by KDA will be distributed in mid 
November with an 8 ½ x 11” format.  An attempt to show both sides of Fernbank Forest issues will be 
included and may cause some controversy. 
 
Land Use 
Bruce MacGregor reported that there are no immediate actions to be taken but presented updates on 
five issues: 

1. The new DeKalb Zoning Ordinance will be voted on in January.  A proposed elimination of an 
appeals process is still a concern although there is some talk of keeping the current process. 

2. Changes to the Emory Village Overlay will be heard in November but may be delayed to better 
address buffer and alcohol issues. 

3. For a second time, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) denied a lot subdivision of 
1352 and 1360 Harvard Road into three original lots that would all be nonconforming.  
However, the Board of Commissioners voted 4-0 to overrule the HPC and issued a COA for 
the three lots.  Neighbors are upset and may ask for DHCA assistance in opposing variances 
which are now necessary for development. 



4. An application for a COA to reconstitute a 68’ lot at 1904 Ridgewood Drive is expected to be 
denied at the October 21 HPC hearing. 

5. A builder has expressed interest in developing the lot across from 1900 Ridgewood Drive.  
Neighbors successfully opposed lot subdivision of this lot earlier this year. 

 
Ad Hoc Committee on Governance 
The DHCA bylaws are being reviewed and compared with bylaws of other civic associations.  Any 
suggestions for changes to our bylaws are welcome. 
 
Nominating Committee 
Chris Hamilton is asking for potential candidates and suggested asking interested residents what 
they LIKE to do rather than what they do professionally.  
Ron Foust introduced Van Biesel who lives in District 8 on Westminster Way and is interested in 

Land Use and Transportation issues. 
   

Division Reports 
Division 2:  Anne Wallace reported that the November 22 Treewatch planting has limited orders and 
she would like to offer tree plantings in other divisions. 
Division 5:  Elise Riley reported a robbery with a chase and warned that that robberies tend to 
increase now through Christmas. 
Division 9:  Steve Misner reported that his division is planning to have a meeting on cityhood.  Anne 
Wallace can provide a list of addresses in each division.  Ron Foust suggested having a followup 
summary of any division meetings for those interested residents that could not make the meeting. 

 
The October 15, 2014 DHCA Board Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 
 
 


