
 
DRUID HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC 

Board of Directors Meeting 
The Frazer Center 

Wednesday, January 22, 2014, at 7:30 PM 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Officers: J Critz, C Hamilton, C Vandenberg, K Gibson,  
B MacGregor, D Shuey, J Morawetz, J Heerin, J Yates 
Chairs: B Vogel, A Wallace, M St. Louis, R Foust, S Misner 
2013: C Keenan, T Winn     2014: S Cappel    
2015: S Montgomery, B Evans, E Riley, S Storbeck, J Stroud, C Waterbury. 
Guests: R Benfield, R Branchard, S Cleland, M Goldman, E Kilfeather, P Mitchell, J Moss. 
 
President Justin Critz opened the called meeting and the November 20, 2013 DHCA Board 
Minutes were approved. 
 
FERNBANK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

The DeKalb County School District (DCSD) plan of the Fernbank Elementary School 
replacement is in many ways inappropriate for our neighborhood and many neighbors support an 
alternative design.  However, for the first time since the plans have been discussed over the past 
half-year, President Justin Critz heard from parents concerned that our position would cause a 
delay in opening a new school.  None of these concerns have been presented in person at any 
previous meetings. 

Jason Moss presented details of the alternate proposal (The “Green Campus Proposal”), 
which only inverts the existing building plan and relocates its position on the lot to reduce the 
amount of retaining walls and fill needed.  If adopted, the alternative plan could reduce the cost 
and the time of construction while increasing the play area from 1 acre to 2 acres (which is the 
minimum area recommended in the DCSD guidelines).  Also the number of forest trees to be 
removed would be significantly reduced.  The neighborhood plan does reduce the number of 
parking spaces from 160 to 116 and would utilize overflow parking across the street at the 
Fernbank Science Center.  The current County proposal for Fernbank is the only plan that reduces 
an existing play area.  Also, the school grounds must accommodate space for up to 12 trailer 
classrooms for future expansion. 

Sydney Cleland addressed concerns about the timeline and reported that they have 
presented their alternative plan and concerns to the DCSD since September.  In spite of support 
from our DCSD representative Marshall Orson and Fernbank Principal Jason Marshall as well as 
many communications from professionals, the DCSD has not responded directly to our community 
concerns and has minimized opportunities for community input.  DCSD Superintendent Michael 
Thurman has given us no specifics on what aspects of the Green Campus Proposal may be 
problematic.  The DCSD is already significantly behind their published timeline due to their own 
scheduling processes, and a concern exists that their delays could be falsely attributed to the 
alternative proposal that the DCSC has not even addressed. 

A request was made for the DHCA to take a position on the proposed school plans. 
Justin Critz read a letter endorsing the “Green Campus Proposal.”  Some concerns were expressed 
about dividing the community by taking a stand when those who may blame an alternative plan for 
delaying the completion of the new school have yet to appear and express their views at any 
meetings. 

A Motion was made “In light of the plans presented, the board believes that the Green 
Campus Proposal is the better plan and supports its adoption by the DCSD.” 
The Motion passed without opposition. 

A Motion was made to form an ad hoc committee to communicate and investigate the past 
and present process of replacing the Fernbank Elementary School.  The Motion passed 
unanimously. 



A Motion was made to fund the GCP for publicizing information of the plan and 
advertising the January 28 meeting with the DCSD with a $500 contribution with the expectation 
that these funds will be matched.  The Motion passed without opposition. 
 
 
BUCKLER LITIGATION 
Last Thursday, January 16, 2014, Bobby Buckler filed a lawsuit in Federal Court against the 
DHCA as well as community individuals including our county commissioners Kathie Gannon and 
Jeff Rader and Bruce MacGregor. 
Rob Benfield reported that because the Court of Appeals accepted our discretionary appeal last 
summer (of which they only accept around 5%), the courts recognize that we have valid concerns. 
In Rob’s opinion, Buckler’s newest suit indicates desperation and appears to be frivolous.  If it is 
not withdrawn, he may face dismissal. 
There is consensus to stand our ground when faced with unreasonable legal tactics. 

Judy Yates made a Motion to form a discretionary legal advisory committee based on a 
model developed by CAUTION during the mid-80’s freeway litigation.  A committee of 
community legal professionals including Steve Misner, Cathy Vandenburg, Mike Terry, Chuck 
Palmer, Dick Shuey, Justin Critz and Jim Morowitz could meet at the discretion of Rob Benefield.  
The Motion passed without opposition. All of these members have already been participating in 
our legal efforts.  Justin has contacted the DHCA insurance company and is looking into what the 
policy covers. 

A Motion was made to indemnify Bruce MacGregor who is listed as an individual in 
Buckler’s latest lawsuit, should the necessity arise.  The Motion passed without opposition. 
 
Another concern of Buckler’s proposed Clifton Ridge development is his agreement to pay for an 
easement through the DH Golf Course to reroute storm water runoff to the Peavine Creek.  This 
could apparently negate the need for a detention pond on the Buckler lot.  Any erosion remediation 
to be done by the golf club would be paid by Buckler.  A DeKalb county official has apparently 
approved this concept.  There are both positives and negatives with avoiding the construction of a 
detention pond:  Ponds can be an eyesore and breed mosquitos, but may help downstream 
neighbors.  It also enables the proposed Clifton Ridge development to be more appealing and have 
more square footage for the proposed cul de sac and houses.  A proposal was made to inform the 
DH Golf Club Board of our concerns since they may be hearing only from the developer. 
 
 
CITYHOOD 
Mike St. Louis reported that the Cityhood Committee has been meeting less frequently since the 
General Assembly is in session, but is actively monitoring their actions.  The DeKalb delegation is 
looking into the various proposals, but they want the three groups representing Briarcliff, Lakeside 
and Tucker to meet together and negotiate non-overlapping boundaries. Possible outcomes include 
the House coming up with three cities, but the Lakeside proposal has more political support in the 
Senate.  Efforts looking into annexation with Atlanta are on hold while the legislative process 
takes place since a proposition of annexation may be advantageous to the Lakeside proposal.  
Emory University is waiting and watching.  DeKalb County officials are currently considering a 
moratorium on forming cities until the many issues are sorted out, but outcomes of these 
competing efforts remain uncertain. 



 
 
DRUID HILLS HOME AND GARDEN TOUR 
The Druid Hills Home and Garden Tour will be held on May 2-4.  Seven houses and a new 
partnership with Callanwolde are a part the tour.  The Callenwolde mansion will be included in the 
tour with the artists market and the pottery show.  Lunches and presentations will be located in 
Emory Village.  St. John’s Lutheran Church will not be hosting the tour this year. 
A request was made for all board members to support the tour as Friends and as volunteers. 
Will-call will be at the Keenan home on Springdale. 
The presale is going very well so far and we already have $31K in hand. 
 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
A Motion was made to amend the bylaws to add a position of Assistant Treasurer to allow more 
continuity in keeping records.  The Motion Passed without opposition.  Scott Storbeck has agreed 
to return as treasurer. 
A Motion was made to amend the bylaws to add the new position of Tour Liaison.  The Motion 
passed without opposition.  A concern was expressed that this may result in having to attend too 
many meetings with the Tour, Executive, and Board meetings. 
 
 
ANNUAL MEETING 
The Annual Meeting will be held at the Fernbank Museum on Sunday, January 26, 2014.    
Any requests of agenda items for the meeting are to be sent to Justin. 
The Nominating Committee has completed the slate of new officers, which is posted online. 
Appreciation for Scott Storbeck who leads the Nominating Committee’s work was expressed. 
 
The January Board of Directors meeting Adjourned at 9:39. 
 


