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The primary mission of The Druid Hills Civic Association is to promote the general welfare of the 
community, to preserve and enhance the historical heritage of Druid Hills, maintaining its unique 
residential character for future generations.  This includes preservation of our green space.   
 
The subject report has been reviewed with the interest of the Druid Hills community at the 
forefront.  When referring to the community, we refer to people and include those who are 
currently residents, those who may one day become residents, and those who will never be 
residents but whose everyday lives result in sharing what was once the ultimate aesthetic urban 
landmark of Georgia.  We preface our comments in this way because this beauty was created 
not as a result of 5 year budget planning cycles but with inspiration, vision and by 
design.   
 
Specific Comments 
1. In spite of the stated importance of transportation planning for the Clifton Corridor, 

no significant Tier 1 projects are addressed for this area.  The lack of priority of funding 
for MARTA and Clifton Corridor is inconsistent with The Plan's stated Goal 3, improve 
economic vitality by improving access to jobs for both residents and employers in DeKalb 
County. In addition, the county commissioned an assessment of our economic development 
strategic plan which frequently refers to Emory and CDC as being top county employers 
( http://dekalbcounty2020.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/DeKalb-County-Market-
Assessment.pdf) yet funding for them is still lacking.  Furthermore, successful 
implementation of mass transit will only be achieved if the solution is well designed and able 
to move people efficiently and safely in a clean and aesthetically pleasing mode. 
 

2. The only type of solution that can support both the people and businesses in Clifton 
Corridor’s high density area is mass transit.   Remedially, DeKalb County must 
convene a specific, high priority special project to solve this problem involving 
MARTA and Clifton Corridor residential and business stakeholders.  As a corollary 
issue, DeKalb County’s convenience to separate transportation and land use by limiting 
MARTA participation in development of The Plan is particularly inappropriate as it related to 
Clifton Corridor and Druid Hills.  The county is responsible for the welfare of its citizens and 
must therefore take the leadership in promoting public transportation.  MARTA is only the 
operational agency. To list public transportation as one item in hundreds, with no 
designated funding and less than optimum priority, cannot go unchallenged.  Surely we 
learned from the most recent attempt to fund mass transit expansion through TSPLOST, 
which showed clearly that citizens are not willing to pay with their tax dollars for investments 
that don’t benefit them, their area or their business.  This is reasonable.  DeKalb County 
allowed expansion in an unmanaged way but has not been willing to facilitate a solution to 
Clifton Corridor; the spate of cityhood initiatives cannot be surprising.   
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3. Only road diets and mass transit solutions can be accepted in Druid Hills; we oppose 
road expansion and/or re-classification to increase speed and volume of traffic.  
Clifton Road is in critical condition.  Changes proposed in Functional Classification of 
Roads in Druid Hills that facilitate the current traffic excess and/or promote increases in 
traffic quantity are completely unacceptable: 
 
a. Clifton Road (North of N. Decatur Road)  Collector  ->  Minor Arterial 
b. Clifton Road (South of N. Decatur Road and North of Ponce de Leon)  Local ->  

 Collector 
 

Car travel must be discouraged and the stakeholders must align and strengthen policies that 
support mass transit use.  Bike lanes must be separated; painting a bicycle on a road is not 
a sincere effort.  On Clifton Road between Ponce de Leon, a road diet effort is under 
development.  Initiatives will discourage through-traffic, re-align lighting and eliminate 
signage “improvements” that promote commuter use of existing Collectors and Arterial 
roads, correction of road classification to GPS systems, installation of speed bumps to 
reduce traffic beyond the entrances to Druid Hills Country Club and the Fernbank Natural 
History Museum, vehicular speed and truck size regulation enforcement, electronic 
enforcement device implementation and other ideas are all under discussion. 
 

4. We oppose projects with the purpose of enabling more vehicles to pass more quickly 
through our neighborhood streets. Ten of the 13 projects proposed for Druid Hills are of 
that type.  However, we do support the projects involving Deepdene Park, Peavine Trail, 
and the South Peachtree Creek Paths, provided they do not result in loss of green space 
and habitat quality. For more than 50 years, local and state transportation officials have 
proposed new or expanded roads through Druid Hills in order to accommodate traffic, much 
of it inaccurately forecast in demographics studies. The most famous of these was the 
Presidential Parkway.   

The county's own assessment plan speaks to the county's traffic congestion.  To meet The 
Plan Objective 1, improving the lives of local residents, new projects should respect the 
character and plans of cities, neighborhoods, and adjacent communities.  The Plan's intent 
is to ease traffic congestion – but this is a temporary fix which actually encourages people to 
drive and discourages biking, walking, car-pooling and using mass transit!   

General Comments 
We see two significant flaws in the general approach and underlying assumptions that are 
evidenced by The Plan. 
 
1. General approach is void of linkage to a long term vision of DeKalb County – what 

kind of place does DeKalb County strive to develop?  In the absence of that leadership, 
The Plan has become a series of highly tactical measures that are not intended to create a 
defined and desirable future state.  In the end, it is a doctrine of manifest destiny for 
vehicles and advances neither economic vitality nor quality of life for people. 

2. The unstated yet clearly underlying assumptions are wrong in two major respects.   
a. The first unstated assumption is that both objectives will be served by enabling more 

vehicles to transit more quickly through our neighborhood – nothing could be farther than 
correct, especially from the perspective of our residents.  Traffic volume must be 
decreased, not facilitated, and certainly not grown.   

b. The second unstated assumption is that economic growth, which is clearly linked to 
increased business development, is desirable in all places.  Druid Hills is currently 
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strangled by over-development so band-aid, tactical measures will solve this problem.  A 
solution must first diagnose the illness, then treat the symptoms.  The root cause is the 
traditional, dysfunctional county process that allows gross expansion with no 
requirement that transportation infrastructure be planned and funded by the beneficiary.  
Druid Hills’ situation is a bit unusual situation as it is over-developed by non-profit, non-
tax paying businesses.  The process must be fixed; businesses that require 
extraordinary concentrations of people must primarily fund transportation 
infrastructure from which they benefit, one way or another, both moving forward 
and retroactively.  

In closing, we would like to quote Dr. Albert Einstein who once said that “insanity is doing the 
same thing over and over again and expecting a different result”.  In the interest of not doing 
something crazy, we apply this wisdom to two pertinent concepts on transportation in Druid Hills 
greater DeKalb County and, honestly, everywhere. 
 
1. Beauty is fundamental to lasting value.  If we continue to change our community without a 

long term vision and attention to aesthetics, we risk following the failure of many areas. 
There are many recent examples of such places where, during the economic storm, 
residents chose to abandon them because they offered no intangible reason to stay and 
fight.  Residents of these areas lost most of their property value along with their livelihoods.  
Rebuilding even major cities and their economies is taking the form of bulldozing at the 90% 
level.  Close to home, have “improvements” of concrete Cobb Parkway super exchanges 
improved the vibrancy of Cobb County?  The intersection “improvements” of Briarcliff and N. 
Druid Hills Roads are moving in that direction.  Let’s learn from these mistakes and 
preserve the beauty of Druid Hills and the rest of DeKalb County. 
 

2. Exceptional accomplishments are rarely achieved without a collaborative strategy, alignment 
of stakeholders, and diligent execution.  Let’s come to the table and make a plan that will 
address the underlying cause of the traffic and ensure prosperity for people and 
institutions and execute it together. 

 
We look forward to beginning our dialogue, again. 
 
 
Druid Hills Civic Association Transportation Committee 
Katherine Oglesby, Chairman 
 


