
 
DRUID HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Emory University, North Decatur Building 
Wednesday, March 20, 2013, at 7:30 PM 

 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Officers: J Critz, C Hamilton, C Vandenberg, M Hellerstein, T Winn, K Gibson, B MacGregor, Dick Shuey 
Chairs:  M A Whyte, B Vogel, E Riley 
2013: none 2014: H Gallagher, T Greene, T Whitman 2015: S Storbeck, C Waterbury 
Guests: L Fight, M St. Louis, C Leeth, J Brown 
 
TRANSFER OF DUTIES 
Outgoing president Bruce MacGregor opened the meeting and Dick Shuey swore in the 
new officers and then transferred leadership to our new president, Justin Critz. 
Appreciation was expressed for the dedicated and consistent leadership Bruce 
MacGregor has given and will continue to give to the DHCA. 
 
A Motion to approve the February 2013 minutes passed. 
 
Guests were introduced and Mike St, Louis, DHCA Tour Operations Chair Leslie Fight, 
and Jules Brown all expressed interest in becoming more involved with the Civic 
Association. 
VP Cathy Vandenberg passed around a list of committees needing volunteers. 
 
TOUR COMMITTEE  
Leslie Fight, Tour Operations Chair gave an update on next month’s annual tour.  The 
Tour Committee expressed appreciation for the new tour liaison position to keep the 
board informed as well as a special thank-you for Thomas Winn who is serving in that 
position. 
Leslie’s responsibilities include making sure all five houses and the two gardens are 
staffed.  A minimum of 240 volunteer docents are needed to tell the story of each home 
and to make known the presence of those of us that love and work for our community.  
Organizers have contributed over1400 hours of work to put together the 2013 Tour. 
Individual and group volunteer forms were passed out. 
Because Friday Volunteer slots fill more easily, Saturday and Sunday time slots are 
harder to fill as many see the weekend as family time. 
A suggestion was made to contact Susan Pinson at Glenn Memorial UMC to announce 
the tour and to make known our need for volunteers. 
 
LAND USE UPDATES  
The Nunan/Buckler hearing last Monday started at 10:00 AM and continued until 5:00 
PM. The judge denied Buckler’s motion to bar our attorney, Frank Jenkens, from 
representing the DHCA.   There is no time schedule for a judgment, which may take 30 to 
60 days.  The judge appeared knowledgeable about the situation and made a point that 
she does not want anything to happen on the property in the meantime.  Each side will 
present to the judge a Letter of Brief by next Monday. 
Scott Riley asked president Justin Critz to meet with Mr. Buckler, which he has agreed to 
do next week over lunch. 
 
State Historic Legislation:  So far there have been no new amendments from the Clifton 
Ridge developers attacking historic districts attached to bills in the state house.  Twenty 



neighborhood volunteers have been contacting members of 138 Georgia Historic Districts 
to be aware of and to oppose any last minute anti-historic amendments.  
Our representatives, Mary Margaret Oliver and Jason Carter are also being vigilant.  
 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  
Claudia Keenan is no longer chairing the Membership Committee.  Thomas Winn, Justin 
Critz and Scott Storman are asking for volunteers to stuff letters anytime tomorrow 
between 10 AM and 7 PM at 2970 Clairmont Ave., Suite 550 (404-248-1100 ext. 123)   
The letter summarizes DHCA activities and reaches out to 3770 non-member households 
and 450 households with expired prior memberships.  Much of the letter’s content results 
from last year’s Survey that garnered 650 reponses; 327 from current and past members 
and 323 from non-members.  Many responses indicated that residents do not know what 
the DHCA does and had interests in or concerns about COA applications, street parties 
and email alerts.  Most non-members are new in the past three years and have children. 
A summary of responses will be available next month. 
 
501c-3 PROPOSAL 
Elise Riley, Chair of the committee with Justin Critz, Becky Evans and Dick Shuey, 
proposed establishing a 501C-3 DH Community Fund subservient to, rather than 
separate from, the DHCA with a mission to support community improvements.  The tax-
exempt entity requires a separate president but will not affect the existing board.  
Contributions are to be made online at the DHCA website as an option to donate extra 
funds separate from membership, though DHCA memberships for those contributing only 
to the 501c-3 need to be considered.  The cost of implementing the fund is $200.00 to file 
as well as an annual return to be filed. 
The motion to establish the 501c-3 passed. 
 
TRANSPORTATION UPDATE 
Chris Hamilton reported that a public transportation link between Emory and the 
Lindbergh station has been in the works since 1961 and is continuing despite the failed T-
SPLOST vote.  A proposed light rail line would exist partially in tunnels, partially 
aboveground, and partially on grade sometimes comingling with traffic as in Europe and 
some American cities.  Historically, light rail has worked well at major medical centers.  
Stops from Lindbergh would include Sage Hill, CDC/Emory, Rollins, Emory Clairmont 
campus, and on to the Avondale station.   
Funding would come from Federal and State sources as well as from MARTA. 
 
CITIHOOD RESEARCH AND UPDATES  
Bruce MacGregor reported on the two major proposals presented at a meeting at 
Sagamore Elementary School:  1) the “City of Briarcliff” would include DH and is bordered 
by I-285 and I-85.  2) the “City of Lakeside” includes an area from Toco Hills to areas 
outside of I-285 where Tucker exists.   This plan is problematic for DH since it absorbs 
local commercial zones but locks the DH residential area out.  
Commissioner Jeff Rader suggests starting small with a city light option which only 
requires responsibility for three of the eleven city services.  Services such as Planning 
and Zoning as well as Parks are more easily handled than expensive services such as 
Public Safety. 
Other options include pursuing annexation.  City of Atlanta Councilman Alex Wan has 
been contacted as well as a Decatur official.  A straw poll at the annual meeting indicated 
that annexations by Atlanta as well as a city light option were the most popular, but 
Decatur annexation may be more popular among younger residents not present at the 
meeting. 
In any case, professional services will be required to obtain data on this complex issue. 
 



SPRING PONCE FESTIVAL  
The DHCA was offered and accepted, free of charge, a booth at the annual Spring 
Festival on Ponce to be held April 13 &14.  This is an opportunity for community outreach 
efforts to communicate who we are, obtain new memberships, and sell Home and Garden 
Tour tickets as well as T-shirts.  Volunteers will be sought through email to man the booth 
during the festival. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
Chris Leeth reported that three retroactive COA’s were considered at the last DeKalb 
HPC meeting, and two were denied. This is what we need to avoid since the expense of 
having to correct mistakes after completion leads to animosity against historic 
preservation.  The community needs to be bold enough to tell neighbors to stop right 
away when something inappropriate is happening, rather than complaining after 
completion.  Neighbors should call Chris if they feel uncomfortable doing this.  Also, the 
Membership Committee is including Historic District information to new residents. 
Real estate is heating up and the HPC meetings are lasting past midnight! 
 
The March Meeting adjourned at 8:56 PM. 
 


