
 
DRUID HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC 

Board of Directors Meeting 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Wednesday, January 16, 2013, at 7:30 PM 
 

NOTE:  Quarum not met for the meeting 
 

 
President Bruce MacGregor called the meeting to order and introduced three guests: both 
of our Commissioners (and past DHCA presidents) Kathie Gannon & Jeff Rader, and 
Davis Fox who works with Kathie.  
   

A quorum was not reached so the Oct. & Nov. minutes will be approved next month. 
 
Justin Critz agreed to head the Nominating Committee with the help of Dick Shuey, 
Claudia Edwards, and Kathy Vandenberg, and requests recommendations from all 
members.  The Annual Meeting will be held February 24, 2013 at the Fernbank Science 
Center. 
Claudia Edwards suggested a reduction in Board representation from 8 to 6 in each Class 
as well as a reduction in the number of regularly scheduled meetings.  Perhaps summer 
and December meetings could be eliminated as they have at times in the past. 
Scott Storbeck presented the nominees of the Volunteer of the Year and the Lifetime 
Achievement Awards. 
A group of neighbors have trapped 8 coyotes (and one dog).  Bob Ballou will host an 
informative community meeting in January, and Susan-Anne MacKenna will send out 
notices. 
 

Scott Storbeck reports that the new survey was mailed to 4622 residents and over 620 
forms have already been returned.  Tabulations will be made at the beginning of the New 
Year.  Responders fall into three groups: never a member (300+), not a current member, 
and member. 
Many respondents had tried to get a COA, and most did not have the DHCA be part of 
the process.  Roughly half of that subgroup had negative impressions.  Many are 
uninformed about who we are and what we do.  There is an included reminder to renew 
memberships online. 
 

Kathie Gannon and Jeff Rader both gave updates on the proposed Clifton Road 
development.  Buckler applied for a COA for a detention wall, which was denied by the 
Historic Commission.  However, the Board of Commissioners, reversed the denial and, on 
December 17, issued a Land Disturbance Permit (LDP) over 2 acres of the property 
which is greater than what the COA was issued for.  The Commissioners overruled the 
HPC denial on a 5-2 vote, led by Elaine Boyer of North Dekalb and joined by South 
DeKalb Commissioners, over the objections of our Commissioners Rader and Gannon. 
The main issue is that the LDP exceeds anything that was authorized, and both our 
Commissioners are pursuing ways to slow this down, even though the path is not clear.  
The permit preempts what is required by law and is definitely worth fighting legally and 
politically. 
RESIDENTS ARE NEEDED to make their VOICES HEARD.  When the legislative and 
the executive bodies are not representing their citizens and unwilling to follow the law, 
then we are needed to go to the judicial branch to ensure laws are enforced. 



An injunction may be needed to get government officials to put a hold on the development 
until the judge hears our current legal appeal of the Zoning Board’s misjudgment to give a 
permit without a COA.  Because Commissioners Larry Johnson, Lee May, Elaine Boyer, 
Sharon Sutton, and Stan Watson voted against our two Commissioners and voted not to 
enforce the code, the only recourse now is through the judiciary.  We also need to directly 
ask those Commissioners to explain their decision not to obey the law on such an 
important historical issue. 
 

 
Frazer Center:  (Bob Ballou is attending a Frazer Center meeting tonight) The Executive 
Committee has recommended amending our proposition to give the FC a choice on how 
to preserve a density compatible with neighboring lots: either by downzoning or by 
granting a conservation easement. 
 
The Georgia Power Substation at Burlington Road:  The proposed plan is to install two 
very large poles on the residential side of North Decatur Road.  We are asking Georgia 
Power to reconfigure pole placement to minimize the poles on the south side since the 
sole purpose of the additional substation is to accommodate Emory Hospital’s increased 
power needs.  The next meeting will be in January. 
 
University Inn:  The Chance Partners withdrew their HPC application and has abandoned 
their Residence Hall project. 
 
Historic District Overlay continues to being worked on with our Commissioners. 
 
Historic Preservation:  The first house plans on the Mathews property development were 
approved by the HPC  
 
Parks Updates- Emory Village:  Davis Fox gave an update on a proposed pedestrian 
easement along the creek behind the stone house and Dominoe’s Pizza on the Chang 
Property.  Mrs. Chang is purchasing from DeKalb County the right of way on Oxford in 
front of the existing offices.  This will allow expansion of her commercial space since the 
Emory Village overlay requires building fronts at the sidewalk.  The proposed pedestrian 
right of way will provide a connection between Burbank Park and Emory Village, and Mrs. 
Chang has not expressed opposition to this.  The paths would be soft and similar to the 
existing Burbank paths.  The next step is to obtain a survey, which will be paid for by four 
civic groups.  The DHCA is asked to donate $500. 
 

         
Thomas Winn reports that the annual Tour is in excellent shape this year. 
 

        
A community meeting on cityhood was held at the Oak Grove UMC on January 8. 
A City “Lite” option is being considered and requires a minimum of three services, which 
may include code enforcement, parks, and planning/zoning.  We currently have four 
choices: Merge with Decatur, merge with Atlanta, incorporate ourselves, and do nothing.  
All members of the board expressed interest in implementing the City “Lite” option. 
  
The meeting adjourned at 9:23 PM  
 


