
 

Board of Directors Meeting  
North Decatur Building, Room 155  

Wed, Nov 14, 2012, at 7:30 PM 

President Bruce MacGregor opened the meeting introducing two guests:  Wendy Baer 
(whose husband, Jeffer, is on the board) representing the Friends of Rutledge Park 
Group, and Lake Claire resident Sara Tomson-Hooper representing neighbors of the 
Frazer Center.  Trace Haythorn, Executive Director of the Frazer Center was also 
present.

  
A. Frazer Center 

The Children’s Rehabilitation Center (CRC), owner of the Frazer Center property, is 
seeking rezoning and special land use permits which have been granted a full cycle 
deferral to January 8, 2013 followed by the January 22 board of commissioners meeting.  
On October 10, 2012, the DHCA revised a Position Paper on the Frazer Center matter.  
The DHCA recommendations include: 

• Limiting the number of outdoor weddings to 20 annually between 9 am and 10 pm 
on Saturdays and 10 am to 7 pm on Sundays. 

• No amplified music or amplification of voices after the wedding ceremony itself. 
• Relocation of the Garden bathroom house away from the property line. 
• Expanded parking for 96 new spaces and relocation of dumpsters 
• Densely-planted 50 foot buffer maintained where adjacent to single family homes. 
• Traffic use of the S. Ponce de Leon entrance 
• Bridge on driveway repaired for 4 ton vehicles. 
• Rezoning from R-85 to R-30000 to approximate existing densities along S. Ponce. 

 
Sara Tomson-Hooper thanked the DHCA for its involvement with the neighbors and the 
Center in negotiating, mediating and creatively seeking solutions to recent problems.  She 
emphasized that the neighbors are in full support of center and its’ work.  They do wish to 
place limits on the outdoor events, which have recently increased in volume and 
frequency.  Changes that have taken place in traffic access are also problematic. 
Concerns were also expressed with noise during, before and after events, particularly 
with the set up and take down of night events. 
 
Trace Hawthorn, the Executive Director of the Center reported that 23 households on 
Lakeshore Drive on the eastern side of the property are satisfied with the position of the 
Center.  However, the requested cap limiting events would not make the gardens 
sustainable.  
 

B. University Inn  
Amy Power brought proposed plans for 3 buildings for student housing that are to replace 
the existing University Inn.  By claiming the student apartments are residence halls 
connected to Emory, the developers hope to avoid obtaining a SLUP and the 35’ height 
limit adjacent to residential lots.  However, Emory University has denied any connection 
to the development and the DeKalb County Code has nothing on residence halls.  Front 
yard parking has been reconfigured but restrictive parking space codes may still limit 
development. 
The DHCA had met with the developers one year ago so they were aware of our position 
and the legal restrictions before presenting this proposal. 



Approval by the HPC on November 19 is the next step and residents planning to attend 
will be wearing red to identify themselves to support adherence of the code.  The staff 
designation is for apartments rather than residence halls. 
 

C. Nunan-Buckler property 
The Historic Preservation Committee turned down a Buckler submission of a COA for a 
stone facing on a detention pond because the plan did not have an elevation and 
because a land disturbance permit must be granted before approval. 
On November 13, 2012, Buckler appealed this before the Board of Commissioners who 
reversed the HPC denial! 
Commissioners Gannon and Rader presented a motion to uphold the denial but a second 
motion by Elaine Boyer won 5-2 against our local commissioners!  Never before have all 
non-local commissioners voted against the opinion of the local commissioners, and our 
commissioners do not interfere with others’ local affairs. 
Commissioner Jeff Rader spoke of this unprecedented action of Commissioners 
overturning an HPC ruling when nothing was legally wrong with the decision.  It is 
important for our community to make our feelings known to these other commissioners.  
As a precedent, this needs to stop to keep developers from subdividing other large DH 
lots in the future. Overturning an HPC ruling is not, strictly speaking, a zoning issue, 
which would require one of our commissioner’s vote. 
It was noted that our seven commissioners are to represent the residents and it is up to 
us to find out what is going on and bring it to light.  The commissioners normally vote with 
the neighborhood commissioners and what is in the local public interest.  However, 
Buckler is rich, is making political contributions and litigates. 
A local overlay is being pursued to freeze lots specific to our neighborhood in order to 
limit subdivisions of existing lots. 
Who should we write to?  Stan Watson and Larry Johnson represent areas immediately 
south of Druid Hills.  Elaine Boyer is the only republican.  All the commissioners need to 
hear from us! 
 
 

 (Chris Leeth, Steven 
Cappel)     

a. Adoption of the Artwood Rd. Character Area in DeKalb County may be 
considered on November 19 when a second, final vote will be taken. 

 
b. 1715 South Ponce and Clifton Rd. (Ed Tamas house in Atlanta City) 

An application for Demolition permit has been made but without the required  
proposal for future development. 

 
:           

Wendy Baer of the Friends of Rutledge Park presented the design for the proposed 
development of the 1.88 acre park owned by DeKalb County.  Landscape professionals 
are being consulted to make the wooded lot walkable, and Phase I estimates are for 
$30,000.  Fundraising efforts have raised $16,000 in the first year and have included 
music at the Red Light Café, a pork butt roast sale, Glenn Sale participation, and an open 
house at the McFarlands.  Tim Ralston applied for a matching grant of $50,000 from Park 
Pride, which was awarded to the Friends of Rutledge Park and would need to be raised in 
one year.  The next fundraiser will be a Holiday Meet and Greet in December. 
 

 (Thomas Winn, Scott Storback)    
 8:40pm 



Thomas Winn reported that six homes have been selected for the tour, and will include all 
of the homes and the yards.  The Committee is seeking one more home to include on the 
tour. 
The Revenue Committee will host a cocktail party for sponsors at Callanwold. 
 

 (Committee Chair Tom Cross) 
    
Jeff Rader reported that a petition for traffic calming bulb-outs on Oxford Road between 
the Byway and N. Decatur would affect the Historic appearance.  There is consensus that 
two bulb-outs at the ends with speed bumps (cables) between may be acceptable to the 
Historic Preservation Commission.   It is important to set a proper precedent appropriate 
for other roads in the neighborhood.  75% of residents need to agree to a program and 
then pay $25/ year to maintain. 
Scott Riley brought up the effectiveness of digital speed signs that Jeff will bring to the 
attention of planners. 
 

 (Claudia Keenan)    
  
Over 4000 surveys have been mailed out and new-resident packages are being 
developed.  Also, Claudia has been sending letters to new residents. 
Mary Angela has edited her 80th edition of the Druid Hills News!  Included is an article by 
Claudia on membership. 

 
    

     
Jeff Rader reported that commissioners are trying to determine an equitable and stable 
organization and tax base for Dekalb County in light of recent new city incorporations that 
have altered the county structure. 
Amy Power stated that it is in our interest to remind our representatives of our intellectual 
and our organizational abilities to incorporate if our interests are not represented.  A well-
publicized round table meeting for our community is needed with experts and 
representatives. 
A next step is to contact the Carl Vinson Institute of Government at the University of 
Georgia to discuss issues.  To be considered a city, we would need to provide at least 3 
of the 20 community services provided by government agencies. 
 

        
A Fernbank Science Center Organization is forming to keep this resource in our 
neighborhood. 
 
Several of the Mathews lots on Vilenah Lane have been sold and there are some 
concerns about flooding. 
 
The November Board of Directors Meeting adjourned at 9:23 pm 
 
 


