
 
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, September 21, 2011 
St. Johns Lutheran Church 

 
 

Institute of Classical Architecture Outreach Program Presentation 
President Bruce MacGregor opened the meeting by introducing Belinda Sosa, 
chairperson of the Historic Preservation Commission, who is interested in finding ways 
to elevate awareness of historic preservation in our community.  The Institute of 
Classical Architecture for Architects and craftsmen (ICAA) is looking for ways to 
become more involved in the community through either a lecture series or a series of 
workshops.  The ICAA wants to be known as an advocate of homeowners and a 
resource that homeowners can turn to.  A discussion followed which brought up the 
following points: 

• By involving realtors with programs, new residents are educated about historic 
preservation as they are introduced to the neighborhood. 

• Need to team up with existing organizations such as the Decatur Old House Fair. 
• Involve the Georgia Tech architecture school. 
• Publicize the program with a regular column on Historic Preservation in the 

newsletter. 
• An alternative position was made by Ron Foust advocating different standards 

for the Emory Grove neighborhood where energy efficient windows that are 
nonconforming to historic standards should be allowed.  The position read by 
Ron is attached in a separate file. 

 
Special Land Use Permits (SLUP) 
The Planning Commission approved the Teen Center SLUP located on Ridgewood Dr. 
on the North Side of North Decatur Rd.  The Board of Commissioners will hear the 
SLUP next week. 
 
The Planning Commission also approved a Home Occupation SLUP for a homeowner’s 
business on Dyson Rd. 
 
Past DHCA president Chuck Palmer who now represents Emory University presented 
updated plans to develop the Emory Hospital and Clinic which require changes to the 
original 2008 approved SLUP proposal.  The 2008 SLUP allowed a nine story Clinic and 
a 14 story hospital to be built at the same time.  The 2011 SLUP application proposes 
only a new hospital to be built where the clinic was originally proposed on Clifton.  A 
new clinic would be built in the future.  The updated hospital plans have a larger 
footprint and a reduction from 14 to 9 stories with a reduction from 250 beds to 210 
beds.  The Hospital will demand less traffic than the clinic, and underground parking will 
create between 400 and 600 parking spaces. 



Concerns were expressed about the effect of a new traffic light on N. Decatur for access 
to the new hospital east of the Law School.  Steps will be needed to limit hospital traffic 
in the residential areas south of North Decatur Rd. 
A Motion was made to approve the 2011 proposed SLUP but discussion followed 
highlighting concerns with the amount of details still unknown.  The motion was 
rescinded.   
After more discussion and a review of the previously approved 2008 SLUP, a second 
Motion was made to support the proposed 2011 SLUP with the conditions previously 
approved in the 2008 Emory Hospital SLUP and the 2008 DHCA side letter agreement.  
This second motion was approved. 
It was recommended that concerns should be communicated to Mike Mandel at the next 
quarterly Emory-community meeting. 
 
 
DHCA Grant Requests 
 The Lullwater Garden Club requested $1000 for 4 or 5 new projects that have 
already been supported with $6K in funds raised by the community.  
A Motion to accept the request passed unanimously. 
 
 AIEV: Plaza Park  
Architect Todd Hill presented his plans for the Emory Village Garden Park (Plaza Park) 
at the village roundabout.  The plan includes a sculpture and water fountain to make a 
statement about environmental sustainability with water. A 465-foot well has just been 
completed to irrigate the entire village landscape.  Old trolley car rails excavated at the 
site will be incorporated into a fountain sculpture by Ted Kelley.  DeKalb county had 
originally budgeted $100K for the park, but extra costs associated with resurfacing 
North Decatur road east of the circle resulted in these funds being reallocated.  With 
$100K still needed to be raised, the AIEV has raised $42K from individual donations 
and coupon book sales. 
A Motion was made to approve a $2000 contribution to the AIEV for development of the 
Plaza Park plans in the form of $1000 + $1000 to match new fund raising.  The motion 
was approved with one abstention. 
 
DeKalb County Trends 
The Civic Association Network (CAN) met with DeKalb CEO Burrell Ellis, and Rolf Grun 
attended representing the DHCA.  There are many concerns including a feeling that the 
county is adrift and is in danger of being dismembered.  Just as Dunwoody has 
absorbed a major business center, a proposal for a new City of Brookhaven would 
absorb major commercial districts in the county’s 5th district.  Because the 5th district has 
1/3 of the county’s tax base, and our District 2 has a little less than that, the trend to 
form cities that absorb the largest tax producing resources while limiting residents 
means the rest of unincorporated DeKalb would need to raise taxes.  Because of these 
trends, consideration should be given to being proactive and forming a task force to 
consider our options.  Concerns raised include 

• Complications of impact on school districts 



• Druid Hills has major employers but a limited tax base since Emory and the CDC 
are tax exempt.  

• Decatur in not interested in expanding  
• Possible advantages of annexation by the City of Atlanta  

 
The 10 year redistricting process is underway and Alida Silverman agreed to hold her 
draft motion until October.  She should be receiving more detailed maps about Druid 
Hills to send out soon.  
 
DHCA Events 
Druid Hills Day will be held on October 30 and is organized by the Parents Network and 
will include the annual Halloween party. 
 
The DHCA Fall Yard Sale will be held on Sept. 24 and has about 50 sites listed so far. 
 
The DH House Tour is looking for a tour director and is behind schedule compared to 
past planning years.  Mike Hellerstein requested help on recruiting Co-Chairs and 
Committee Members. 
 
The North Decatur Road “frat house” problem has been cited for more than 6 unrelated 
violations by Code Enforcement.  Follow up is needed to check on this.  
 
Dick Shuey has agreed to mediate between the Frazier Center and neighboring 
residents.  Neighborhood concerns include 

• Noise made after 11:30 PM and before 8 am from stacking chairs and amplified 
DJ music 

• Plan for the addition of bathrooms 20’ - 30’ from a creek in a flood plain. 
• tree removal  
• parking lot construction w/o a permit. 
• Bus traffic through neighborhood to back gate 

 
DHHD Overlay District:   
Bruce reported that Commissioner Rader would be guiding the proposal through the 
County process.  He will contact one potential consultant the committee is seeking to 
write up the proposal. 
 
Treasurer Scott Storbeck reported on the need to have representatives on the Budget 
Committee to propose and approve a new annual budget in January.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:17pm. 


