
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, Aug 17, 2011 
St. Johns Lutheran Church 

 
 

Call to Order 
President Bruce MacGregor called the meeting to order and all in attendance introduced 
themselves. 
 
Residents from the Lake Claire Neighborhood were in attendance to seek support 
from the DHCA for their position against recent changes in The Frazier Center’s 
operations and land use as well as the center’s application for a COA and Land 
Development Permits.  Their contact representative is Katie Brady. 
The Frazier Center has rerouted busses accessing the facilities from Ponce de Leon to 
the back entrance on Ridgewood Rd. NE resulting in over 44 bus trips per day through 
the residential neighborhood.  Although zoned R-85, installation of a new parking lot 
began in July without a permit in what had been a 50’ buffer between residences and 
the center.  Five old growth trees have been removed and noise has been a problem 
from 6:30 am to midnight on weekends. 
The neighborhood has formally petitioned DeKalb County to require the Frazier Center 
to return the main point of access to the Ponce De Leon entrance and to reinstate the 
50’ buffer along the residential borders.  They will be present at the August 29th Historic 
Preservation Committee meeting. 
  
Special Land Use Permits (SLUP)  
Three special land use permits will be heard this month: 
1) A home business on Dyson with limits agreed to by the owners and the DHCA.  
2) A new Emory University hospital on Clifton, which the DHCA has taken no position 
on at this time until more details are obtained. 
3) The Get Grounded teen center at 1944 Ridgewood Dr. NE on the north (Emory) 
side of North Decatur Rd.  They are requesting a letter of no objection from the DHCA. 
Angie Wadell reminded us of the community goals and purpose for a teen center that 
were presented in the February meeting.  The proposed site is located on a one-way 
street of single-family rentals one block from the High School and is supported by the 
landlord, Emory University.  Parking will be at the DHHS and oversight and security will 
be provided.  Zoning requires a SLUP application, which will be temporary over a 2-year 
period. 
Caroline Farley, an Emory Walk resident on the south side of North Decatur Rd, 
expressed strong opposition based on concerns over noise, traffic and uncontrolled 
teenage behavior. 
A motion made to support the SLUP application for the teen center for a period of two 
years passed with one in opposition. 
 
 



The meeting went into Executive Session for an update by Rob Benefield on the 
Buckler (Nunan) Litigation process. 
Rob gave a brief overview starting with the Druid Hills Historic District created in 1996 to 
preserve our neighborhood’s character from inappropriate development.  Although the 
developer has lost 6 lawsuits to overdevelop the property that was originally zoned for 
three houses, he was able to bypass the required Historic Commission and the Historic 
Ordinance in front of the Planning Commission on April 13.  The importance to the 
community of our continued opposition was clearly presented. 
 A motion to approve additional funds for legal representation with quarterly status 
reports passed unanimously. 
Bruce will write a letter explaining the situation to the community. 

 
The open meeting resumed with concerns about the appropriate use of the Olmsted 
Parks.  Alida Silverman and Doug Grimm drafted a letter to the City of Atlanta (Special 
Events Manager in Officer of Mayor) stating how notification and other requirements per 
the special events ordinance were not followed for the Festival on Ponce in 
July.  Because a City Council Member has called for a review of the ordinance and its 
implementation in September, the letter may provide helpful input. 
  
 
DHCA Grant Approval Policy 
Elliot Kyle presented new policy guidelines for outreach grants.  The Policy defines the 
application process and limits community grants to $1,000.00 if matched by the 
neighborhood and if the applicants agree to staff a DH Tour of Homes shift. 
 A Motion to adopt the written proposal passed unanimously. 
 
The summer minutes for May, June & July 2011 were reviewed and approved. 
 
David Hill has updated & improved the DHCA Website.  David’s efforts were 
recognized and are much appreciated. 
 
Civic Association Network Meeting with DeKalb County 
Ralph Grun will attend the Civic Association Network Meeting with Burrell Ellis and 
DeKalb County staff. 
 
DHCA Executive Director Position   
The tasks for the only paid staff position in the DHCA have been reduced, recent billing 
reports have not documented specific work done, and the Executive Director does not 
attend meetings or represent the Civic Association to the public.  Opinions were 
expressed that communication with the Director is inadequate and that the officers must 
meet with the Director to discuss her current role and receive invoices for work done. 
 
The Historic Preservation Overlay District committee met last Monday.  Alida 
Silverman reported that funds are needed to hire an expert zoning attorney/planner to 
guide us in articulating our position in a draft to give to the commissioners.  Alida will 
write and present a specific proposal at the next executive committee. 



 
Parks/Greenspace Update 
A summary of the Parks Committee written by Becky Evans will be distributed. 
 
Transportation 
Mike Hellerstein reported that the ARC and related groups are discussing the Lindbergh 
to Emory Marta line as well as bike lanes in our area. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:30 pm.  
 


