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LOCATION: 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 1410 Ponce de Leon, Atlanta 
 
PRESENT: 
Bruce MacGregor, Elliott Kyle, Mike Hellerstein, Scott Storbeck, Cathy Vandenberg, Dick 
Shuey, Steve Misner, Alida Silverman, Justin Critz, Claudia Edwards, Rolf Grun, Chris 
Leeth, Joanna Stroud, Tysie Whitman, Thomas Winn, Claudia Keenan, Kathleen Mathers 
 
REGRETS: 
David Hill, Ken Gibson, Barbara Vogel, Becky Evans, Doug Grimm, Hugh Gallagher, Amy 
Power 
 
 
Bruce MacGregor opened the meeting at 7:37 PM.  A quorum was not present, so the 
June minutes will need to be approved at the August meeting. 
 
Bruce announced the appointment of Justin Critz to the executive committee 
 
The sewage holding tank was discussed.  Three areas have been discussed:  Zonolite 
Park, the bus area near Zonolite, and an area behind Kay Lane.  DeKalb County has 
decided that the holding tank is not needed, but the City of Atlanta is ready to build it.  
However, Atlanta is counting on County financing, so the future of the holding tank is 
unclear.  Bruce indicated that the DHCA’s position on these kinds of issues is that these 
types of installations are not well suited to residential neighborhoods. 
 
The teen center at 1944 Ridgewood Drive was discussed.  Emory has agreed to lease a 
house to the Get Grounded teen center.  The house, 1944 Ridgewood Drive, is on the 
north side of N. Decatur (in the old parsonage next to the church that is now a 
performing arts center.)  Some of the neighbors on the other side of North Decatur are 
not happy with the idea, so the ultimate location of the teen center is not yet decided.  
The DHCA has not yet taken a position on the issue.  Some neighbors are worried about 
teen parties.  Advocates from the teen center were unsuccessful at convincing these 
neighbors that the teens won’t cause problems. 
 
The fall yard sale was discussed.  It will be on September 24, coinciding with the Glenn 
clothing sale.  As in the past, registration will be through the web site.  David is working 
on the new site, so the registration will go up at the same time as the new web site.  
Thomas Winn requested help from BOD members and others.  He needs several people 
to do shifts of one to two hours.   
 
Festivals in parks were discussed.  The City of Atlanta has issued a permit for a festival in 
three of the Olmsted parks during this coming weekend.  Some people have suggested 
that any event like this should be done through OLPA and should be announced to the 
Civic Association.  The organizers did make a presentation to the Neighborhood 
Planning Unit, but according to the NPUN it was insufficient.  Lynn Kerpel of OLPA stated 
that OLPA members are concerned about damage to the park.  Alida mentioned that 
she and Doug Grimm are working on development of a DHCA policy on festivals in 
parks.  Bruce indicated that the subject had been discussed in the last Executive 
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Committee meeting, with the conclusion that DHCA will generally follow OLPA’s lead.  
Bruce stated that DHCA could write a letter to Atlanta after the fact expressing 
objection to Atlanta’s failure to notify community organizations.  Joanna Stroud 
expressed concern over the parking situation.   
 
DHCA representation on other groups was discussed.  Bruce suggested that DHCA 
could have representation in the South Fork Conservancy.  Bruce stated that the Civic 
Association Network (CAN) has Judy Yates as a DHCA liaison but that it would be good 
for DHCA to have two or three members of the CAN.  Bruce mentioned One DeKalb, 
which does meetings on subjects like conflict resolution.  Bruce stated that it would be 
good to have a DHCA presence there; some of the meetings are very good, but others 
are not so good, and it would be beneficial to have contribution from DHCA.  For 
example, at one meeting it was suggested that neighborhoods all around DeKalb have 
mandatory homeowners’ associations.  Bruce asked that BOD members consider 
becoming involved in one of these three groups; anyone interested should call Bruce. 
 
A new city in central DeKalb was discussed.  A fairly large city of Brookhaven has been 
suggested.  If Brookhaven incorporates, then Druid Hills might also consider 
incorporating.  Alida, Justin, and Bruce mentioned that Druid Hills tried to become a city 
in the 1930s but that the governor vetoed the bill. 
 
Redistricting was mentioned, but Bruce stated that the DHCA cannot do anything 
about it tonight. 
 
Web site and E-alerts were discussed.  The new web site, which David is developing, will 
be easier to use and to manipulate.  David may have the new site ready next week. 
 
Regional transportation projects were discussed.  Bruce mentioned that the State has 
created a way for regions to vote themselves a sales tax to support specific projects.  
The main specific project that affects Druid Hills is the rail line from Lindbergh station to 
Emory, terminating at North Decatur and Clairmont Roads and eventually going to 
Avondale station.  The DHCA has been asked to take a position on the rail line.  There 
are concerns in Emory Grove and issues with access, especially at North Decatur and 
Clairmont.  The issue at hand is whether this proposal will be included in the regional list.  
The draft list will be finished on August 15, and the final list will be finished on October 15.  
Lynn stated that the project will cost approximately $1.1 billion.  The sales tax was 
discussed.  The tax will cover 10 or 13 counties in the greater Atlanta metro area.  The 
urban counties generally want transit, and the outer counties generally want new 
roads.  Mike and Bruce to look into this and decide when the DHCA needs to take a 
position.  Bruce asked for authorization for the Executive Committee to come up with a 
policy.  Bruce read off some talking points from Emory, generally based on the idea that 
transit is needed to feed growth at Emory and CDC.  Mike stated that he will call a 
Transportation Committee meeting for discussion of the rail line and also of bike lanes. 
 
The Fernbank Museum and Science Center were discussed.  The Museum leases the 
Fernbank forest to the Science Center, and the lease will not be renewed next year; 
therefore, the Museum will take over management of the forest.  Bruce expressed the 
opinion that there should be some synergy among the Museum, the Science Center, 
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and the forest.  There is currently significant tension between the Museum and the 
Science Center.  The Science Center is owned and operated by the DeKalb County 
Schools, the Museum is owned and operated by Fernbank, Inc., and the forest is owned 
by Fernbank, Inc., but currently operated by the school district.  The question at hand is 
whether the Science Center should be offering more programming to the general 
public rather than DeKalb County schools.  The DHCA can’t do anything about it now 
but should stay informed.  Bruce would like to see clarification of the roles of both 
institutions with a view toward making them complementary. 
 
Land use was discussed.  Rob Benfield was not present to give full details, so Bruce 
summarized the situation.  DeKalb has stayed its lawsuit.  It has been discovered that 
Wendy Butler, who is Elaine Boyer’s appointee to the planning commission, once 
worked with Bobby Buckler.  Wendy had also resigned from the planning commission 
and her replacement had been named and trained.  Wendy apparently pushed her 
replacement out of the way at the meeting.  The County law department believes that 
Wendy was not a member of the planning commission at the time of the vote.  Also, 
the motion would not be valid if made by a non-member.  In terms of DHCA’s legal 
strategy, the best possible outcome from a lawsuit would be a ruling that upholds the 
validity of Wendy Butler’s motion but disqualifies Wendy Butler’s vote.  In that scenario, 
the disqualification of Butler’s vote would cause the overall vote count on the planning 
commission to become 3-3.  In the case of a tie, the decision reverts back to the staff 
decision, which was to deny.  If the court were to invalidate Butler’s motion, then the 
motion and vote would both need to be repeated at a future planning commission 
meeting, and the outcome of the re-vote cannot be predicted.  Wendy has hired a 
criminal lawyer, Bob Wilson, to defend her against the lawsuits that have resulted from 
the planning commission’s decision.  Wilson managed to get a TV news crew to film him 
attempting to enter a closed-door planning commission meeting and being rejected at 
the door.  At that meeting, the planning commission terminated Wilson’s engagement 
as the attorney for the commission.  After that, three members of the planning 
commission re-hired Wilson to defend them personally. 
 
Emory Hospital construction was discussed.   Emory is applying or will apply to change 
its SLUP and rearrange orientation of the buildings.  Issues are that the new hospital will 
be built partially within the setback and also that parking may be inadequate.  Bruce 
thinks that it was filed in July and will be heard in September. 
 
The proposed overlay district was discussed. The proposed Druid Hills Historic District 
zoning overlay that was discussed in June and the subject of a motion (see June 
Minutes) came up again.  Alida explained the purpose of the overlay district as 
additional support against subdivisions and other actions that disrupt the historic zoning.  
Rolf stated that the overlay will freeze the current zoning pattern and require a zoning 
hearing for any subdivision.  Chris Leeth mentioned that he has three committed 
members and one potential member on his land use committee. Chris Leeth 
emphasized the need for adequate notice and input and buy-in.  The consensus was 
that the process would go forward with the committee formed 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:29 PM. 


