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Bruce MacGregor opened the meeting at 7:35 PM.   
 
The May minutes were not distributed in time and will be circulated along with the June 
minutes for approval at the July meeting. 
 
Davis Fox spoke about the county’s redefinition of “family.”  DeKalb County’s definition 
of “family” has changed from no more than six unrelated individuals to no more than 
four unrelated individuals.  Davis wants to ensure that the ordinance will be enforced 
against the problem student house across the street from him.  Davis was interested to 
know whether others in the neighborhood are interested in enforcement of the 
ordinance against other problem properties.  Enforcement may be difficult, but the 
County’s new code enforcement officer has a good background and may be very 
effective.   Several Board members mentioned student houses that may violate the 
ordinance but have not been as problematic as the one near Davis. 
 
Davis Fox spoke about a “Bed and Breakfast” house.  Davis received a complaint from 
Sue Appolinski (sp?) about a house on Ponce de Leon Manor that is being rented out 
as a weekend vacation home. 
 
Davis Fox asked that anyone interested in either issue contact him through Kathie 
Gannon’s web site or at 404-371-6353. 
 
The appointment of the Tour liaison to the Executive Committee was discussed.  Bruce 
indicated that the idea was discussed at the last Executive Committee meeting and 
was unanimously supported.  The addition of the Tour liaison cannot be made formally 
until the general meeting in February, but the Tour representative will be added 
informally until then.  Scott Riley asked how it would be done informally.  Bruce 
indicated that an informal member will participate just like a formal member, but that 
the person’s status will be unofficial. 
 
Scott Storbeck reported on the taxes and Tour results.  Scott brought copies of the 
DHCA 2011 990 tax return, which he made available to Board members.  Scott brought 
copies of the financial results for the 2012 Tour.  The 2012 Tour proceeds were within 
$600 of the 2011 proceeds.  Scott indicated that the Budget Committee members felt 
no need to redo the budget for this year because the 2012 numbers were so close to 
the 2011 figures.  In comparison to 2011, the 2012 Tour had lower contributions from 
sponsors and higher revenues from ticket sales; expenses were slightly lower. 
 
Changing the fiscal year was discussed.  Scott Storbeck stated that the current fiscal 
year of March 1 – Feb. 28 is a “nightmare” for the treasurer.   Scott suggested that the 
DHCA change its fiscal year to Sep. 1 – Aug. 31.  Scott indicated that nothing else 
(membership year, annual meeting, etc.) needs to change along with the change in 
the fiscal year.  Bruce indicated that the Executive Committee approved of the 
change.  The motion to change the DHCA fiscal year to Sep. 1 – Aug. 31 passed. 
 
Scott Storbeck spoke about the idea of establishing a separate 501(c)(3) organization.  
Technically the DHCA is a 501(c)(4) organization; contributions to the DHCA are not tax-
deductible.  When the DHCA gives money to 501(c)(3) organizations, the original 
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contributor cannot benefit from what would otherwise be a tax deduction.  Scott 
suggested that we could establish a 501(c)(3) organization (e.g., Friends of Druid Hills or 
DHCA Foundation.)  Scott indicated that it should not be difficult to establish the 
organization but that the finances of the two organizations must be maintained 
separately.  Probably membership dues would go to the DHCA, while some other 
contributions could go to the 501(c)(3).  Scott stated that other members had 
expressed concern that people who currently contribute to DHCA (as members) might 
stop paying dues and only contribute to the tax-exempt organization.  Scott stated that 
the IRS rules specifically suggest that civic organizations should be 501(c)(4)s, but the 
problem is that the DHCA gives significant sums to 501(c)(3)s.  Scott Riley expressed 
concern over the possibility that the 501(c)(3) would reduce funds available to the 
DHCA, especially given recent expenditures on litigation.   Scott Storbeck indicated 
that there are a couple of advantages to having part of the Tour income go to a tax-
exempt organization.  Scott suggested that Board members E-mail questions and 
concerns to him, and he would distribute them at the next Board meeting. 
 
Billy Davis of the Freedom Park Improvement Committee spoke.  Billy indicated that the 
Park Improvement Committee has historically focused on maintenance rather than 
improvement per se.  The City of Atlanta is interested in getting input from 
neighborhood organizations on proposed improvements.  Scott Riley asked about 
crime in the park, and Billy answered that the most significant problem is vagrancy.  
With homeless shelters closing downtown, more and more homeless people are 
spending the night in the park.  Recently, there was an armed robbery near the Tribute 
Lofts.  In response, the Atlanta police will put mounted officers in the park.  Billy said that 
the consent decree that established the park requires that it is a “passive” park with no 
commercial activity.   Billy stated that the Freedom Park Conservancy is considering the 
idea of allowing neighborhood movie nights and other similar events.  Scott Storbeck 
stated that he has been in communication with the Conservancy about the 
Conservancy’s finances.  Billy indicated that the Conservancy does not have a “war 
chest.”  The Conservancy does own some land near the airport, where they were 
previously making money from billboards.  The billboards have collapsed, so that 
property is no longer generating any revenue.  Billy indicated that anyone interested in 
seeing the 1994 master plan should E-mail him at davisbi@gmail.com and that he will 
send out the master plan.  Billy asked for a DHCA volunteer to be a point of contact for 
the Freedom Park Conservancy.   
 
Scott Storbeck and Claudia Keenan spoke about the Membership Committee.  Claudia 
is becoming the chair of the committee; the transition from Thomas Winn is in progress.   
Claudia will send another invitation to ask directors to join the Committee.  Raising 
membership is a “formidable task” according to Claudia.  Total membership is under 
400, while the Druid Hills News goes out to around 4000.  Tommy Greene indicated that 
there is a widespread misconception that the DHCA is the same as the DeKalb Historic 
Preservation Committee.  Cathy Vandenberg suggested that Membership work 
together with Communications to get the word out that the DHCA’s Historic 
Preservation Committee is not the same as the DeKalb Historic Preservation 
Commission.  Dick Shuey suggested that if DHCA were never to oppose neighbors’ 
projects, that would go a long way toward improving DHCA’s public image.  The 
Membership Committee meeting will take place on Monday at 7:30 at Claudia’s house.  
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Claudia stated that anyone with suggestions should E-mail her even if he or she can’t 
attend the meeting. 
 
The Board went into Executive Session to discuss the current litigation regarding the 
Buckler (Nunan) property.  Cathy and Bruce confirmed that the Weissman firm 
provided the requested written litigation status report. The Executive Committee 
reviewed the report and a general summary was provided to the Board.  Jim Morawetz 
presented the recommendation of the Land Use, Planning/Zoning and Historic 
Preservation joint committee, noting that this issue was discussed at two LUPZ-HP 
committee meetings and at the Executive Committee.   The recommendation included 
the following:  (1) allocate $50K toward litigation; (2) pursue neighborhood fundraising 
efforts to support the litigation; (3) pursue a parallel path to try to achieve purchase of 
part or all of the property by the County; (4) pursue enactment of a zoning overlay to 
prevent the recurrence of this type of situation; and (5)  pursue amendment of the state 
historic preservation enabling legislation to clarify that the enabling law does allow 
historic preservation committees jurisdiction over subdivision.  The board discussed and 
approved a motion to accept the  recommendation of the joint Committee. 
 
 
The Fernbank Science Center was discussed.  The DeKalb School Board has an $85M 
deficit to fill.  Board members suggesting eliminating funding to the Fernbank Science 
Center to save $4.7M.  DHCA wrote a letter to the School Board opposing the cut.  The 
superintendent then suggested cutting Science Center funding by 70%.  In today’s 
School Board meeting, one of the Board members suggested increasing funding of the 
Science center to $2.5M and shorten the school year by 10 days.  The school board 
could not get approval from the state today.  The board adjourned and plans to meet 
tomorrow.  DHCA has offered to set up a foundation to look for supplemental funding 
for the Science Center.  A task force is in place.  The first meeting is July 10; time and 
place TBD.  Susan Anne MacKenna to update the DHCA Board at the July DHCA 
meeting.  Bruce stated that the school board wants the Science Center to be saved 
but that it is difficult to justify spending the money on it. 
 
Transportation was discussed briefly.  Tricia Elam has agreed to co-chair the 
Transportation Committee.  Bruce asked whether DHCA should have a forum on the T-
SPLOST.   
 
Mary Angela Whyte asked for Board members to distribute extra Druid Hills News copies 
to local businesses. 
 
The proposed Artwood Road character area was discussed.  The character area 
guidelines have been drafted.  The guidelines are similar to the Chelsea Heights 
guidelines.  The provisions focus on height, mass, and urban design – not architecture.  
The question is whether it will pass muster with the Historic Preservation Commission. 
 
Bruce stated that Jeff Rader is working on the overlay district.   Jeff does not want to 
propose anything controversial, so he is working to build consensus. 
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Susan Anne MacKenna will establish a Communications Committee.  The first meeting 
will be in July. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:22 PM. 


