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Elliott Kyle (presiding in Bruce’s absence) opened the meeting at 7:28 PM. 
 
Justin Critz spoke on the Springdale and North Decatur situation, where neighbors are 
calling for action on an unmaintained property.  Justin suggested that the DHCA should 
adopt a policy on dealing with these kinds of situations.  The property is not derelict but 
is extremely unkempt and sometimes violates the property maintenance code.  Justin 
mentioned that there are number of similar properties in Druid Hills and that the desire 
to have the area well maintained must be balanced with the right of homeowners to 
do as they choose with their properties.  Mike Hellerstein expressed the opinion that the 
DHCA should help neighbors by facilitating meetings and providing whatever factual 
information it can offer, but should not step into the situation by taking a position.  Doug 
Grimm mentioned that there are laws on the books for property maintenance.  Chad 
Henderson asked how this is usually handled, and Elliott stated that the concerned 
neighbors usually contact their division chairs.  Mike mentioned that there is no chair 
over the relevant division right now. 
 
Traffic calming was discussed.  Elliott mentioned that Claudia Edwards had come to the 
Executive Committee with a request for funding for an engineering study on traffic 
calming on Lullwater, Oakdale, and The By Way.  Scott Storbeck indicated that the 
Executive Committee had agreed that neighbors should raise initial funding and the 
DHCA could provide some matching funds.  The need for uniformity was discussed.  
Elliott and Chad stated that uniform traffic calming measures are preferable both for 
aesthetics and in order to prevent traffic from moving onto adjacent streets that do not 
have traffic calming.  Sally Sears mentioned that PEDS had once given an award for a 
traffic calming device that is safe, moveable, and effective – the award went to a 
solar-powered speed indicator. 
 
Sally Sears spoke on the South Fork Conservancy.  The South Fork Conservancy seeks to 
improve the creeks and connect the parks along the South Fork of Peachtree Creek.  
Sally gave a brief description of the South Fork.  Sally stated that the Department of 
Transportation will build new ramps for the intersection of I-85 and Georgia 400.  DOT 
has agreed to build trails under the new ramps, and the trails will be near the 
confluence of the South and North Forks of Peachtree Creek.   The creek crosses into 
DeKalb County on Zonolite.  The area was said to be badly contaminated with asbestos 
due to a vermiculite plant, but it has now been cleaned up.  Last year some neighbors 
were interested in planting gardens in the area, and new testing was done.  The entire 
site, with the exception of a small area, was found to be completely free of 
contamination.  The polluter, W.R. Grace, is now required to come with a plan to clean 
up the site.  There will be a meeting on July 11 to discuss the plan at the Quick Shot 
Firing Range.  Sally hopes that the South Fork Conservancy’s proposed plan will be used 
as the basis for the Zonolite development.  The South Fork Conservancy is also hoping to 
put a trail above the new sewage holding area on Kay Lane.  Sally also stated that it 
would be wonderful to connect the new park on Ridgewood to the green space on 
Vickers, which can then be connected to Burbanck Park.  Park Pride is very interested in 
helping – this is new for Park Pride, since they have not been very involved in 
unincorporated DeKalb in the past.  Park Pride can recommend types of trails for each 
stretch of the creek.  The South Fork Conservancy’s web site is 
southforkconservancy.org.  Elliott asked what the DHCA can do to help the 
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Conservancy.  Sally stated that the best thing DHCA members can do is simply to use 
the trails. 
 
Ed Jividen of Kay Lane spoke about the planned sewage storage and pumping station.  
Kay Lane residents were “appalled” to hear about this.  The Kay Lane site was selected 
out of three because one of the others was owned by Emory and because the other, 
Zonolite, is contaminated by asbestos.  Ed has hired an attorney to look at the issue.  
There are concerns over the process used to approve the project and the design of the 
installation, which involves unlined tunnels.  After a few years of construction, there will 
be a sewage holding facility under the creek.  Ed stated that the originally-planned site, 
Zonolite, made everyone happy.  Ed’s goal at this point is to get the city and the county 
to reconsider the Zonolite site.  Ed’s attorney has extensive background in these kinds of 
issues, including involvement in the “No Crap” project in Rockdale County that 
prevented a similar kind of project.  At this point, the construction crews are doing 
boring to take core samples to assess suitability of the granite.  Monitoring and controls 
were discussed.  Ed stated that no permits were acquired, so testing has not yet been 
done.  The property is owned by a former neighbor who now lives in South Africa.  Ed 
hopes to acquire the property from his neighbor and thereby keep it as green space.  
The property cannot be built upon.  Ed has contacted Jeff Rader’s office to see if they 
might take a position in favor of the Zonolite site.  Ed stated that Jeff Rader’s employer, 
Jacobs Engineering, is involved with the project.  Amy Power asked who is the decision 
maker for Atlanta, and Ed stated that the Department of Watershed Management is in 
charge.  Scott Riley suggested that Ed contact Alex Wan’s assistant Sheila, who is very 
well informed on the internal workings of the Department of Watershed Management.  
Ed’s attorney has tried to contact Burrell Ellis.  Ed asked if the South Fork Conservancy 
has a position on the issue, and Sally indicated that the Conservancy has not taken a 
position.  Ed mentioned that the area at the intersection of Cheshire Bridge, Lenox, and 
Buford Highway will also have a sewage holding tank.  Alida Silverman asked why 
sewage pipes are near creeks.  Ed stated that the U.S. EPA and the Georgia EPD both 
have requirements.  Atlanta has ignored such requirements.  Ed needs to work with 
DeKalb County because DeKalb could stop Atlanta from building this tank on Kay Lane.  
Elliott asked how much Ed has spent.  Ed indicated that he had given a $5000 retainer 
to the lawyer, of which more than half has been spent.  Ed stated that his greatest cost 
would be due to his need to move to get away from the construction and, eventually, 
from the smell of the sewage. 
 
The Get Grounded teen center at 1944 Ridgewood Drive was discussed.  Elliott stated 
that the only concern is to make sure that a teen center on a residential street will not 
be a problem. 
 
The fall yard sale was discussed.   Elliott stated that Thomas Winn has done the yard sale 
in the past.  Thomas is looking for someone else to take over, but he will run the yard 
sale again if no one volunteers.  Date is tentatively set for September 24, the same day 
as the Glenn clothing sale. 
 
Chad Henderson spoke about the Fourth of July parade.  The parade has gone on for 
years, and DHCA helps organize it.  Chad has been involved with it for the last five years 
or so.  Last year, Chad was not in town for the parade, and Cathy took it on – Chad 
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prepared a guide to help Cathy Vandenberg with the various things that need to be 
done.  Chad will not be in town this year and needs to pass on the guide.  Chad can 
help put up signs but won’t be here on the Fourth.  Scott Riley expressed a concern 
over drivers who became frustrated with the parade in years past and were yelling – 
this could potentially lead to confrontations or even injuries.  Chad suggested that, in 
addition to the Druid Hills Patrol, off-duty police officers could be hired.  Amy Power 
suggested that we could E-mail Officer Obester.   
 
Festivals in parks were discussed.  A group would like to have a folk art festival in 
Springdale and Virgilee Parks.  Doug indicated that the City approved the festival but 
that notification of neighborhood groups was done very late and that there was no 
consultation prior to the approval.  Festival will be on the 23rd and 24th of July.  Overall 
impression of the group running the festival is positive, based on a different festival that 
they ran in Chastain Park.  Dick Shuey asked who will be responsible for cleanup.  Doug 
indicated that there are probably rules in the contract between the festival group and 
the city.  Alida stated that the notification rules have already been violated. 
 
The Nunan/Buckler property was discussed.  DeKalb County law department (on behalf 
of the Historic Preservation Commission) has filed a lawsuit against the Planning 
Commission but has now stayed it.  Amy clarified that the lawsuit has not been 
dismissed but that no action is currently being taken.  Amy asked whether the lawyer 
retained by Rob Benfield, Seth Weissman, will be providing regular reports on his billable 
work.  Elliott indicated that it should be possible.  The Executive Committee (not the 
entire BOD) may receive the reports and will take up the issue.  Scott mentioned having 
seen something in the paper on this.  There may be a question on the legitimacy of the 
lawsuit, given that one part of the County government is suing another.  If the Planning 
Commission acted within its authority, then the courts will be reluctant to step in.  This 
may be one of the reasons why the DeKalb County law department has stayed its 
lawsuit.  Chad mentioned having heard at a previous board meeting, from Rob 
Benefield and others, that it's relatively commonplace for the county law department 
to represent one part of the county government in a dispute with another part. 
 
Emory Hospital expansion and construction of the new Emory medical research building 
were discussed.  There will be a meeting on June 21 at the Emory computer building.   
Emory is proceeding with plans for a new Emory Hospital along Clifton Road wrapping 
around Clinic B.  Emory is requesting a modification to its previous SLUP (Supplemental 
Land Use Permit) that will put its new hospital on the site it proposed earlier for its new 
clinic.  The new hospital will be up to 10 stories high, but may not be 10 stories high.  The 
height request is consistent with the earlier SLUP.  The new clinic construction will be 
temporarily put on on hold, but will be eventually built on the earlier site for the hospital, 
behind Clinic A.  The dorms near Druid Hills High have already been demolished to 
make room for the new medical research building.   Emory is proceeding with 
construction of a new Medical Research building on the site of the Turman Dorms, next 
to Druid Hills HS.  That building will be 5 stories high and have a two story bridge over 
Haygood Road, connecting to the present Pediatric Clinic Building. 
 
The historic preservation overlay district was discussed.  The purpose of the overlay is to 
help defend against subdivision and other types of zoning modifications.  Elliott 
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estimated the cost of the consulting work at a few hundred to a few thousand.  Scott 
Storbeck made a motion to authorize the hiring of a consultant to help with drafting of 
an overlay district.  The motion was seconded by Alida Silverman.  Alida stated that the 
overlay specifically concerns zoning – though it is in concert with the historic 
preservation ordinance, it is not historic preservation per se.  Scott indicated that the 
overlay district could potentially save a large amount of money in the future by 
preventing large legal bill.  Dick clarified that the zoning overlay would specifically be a 
historic preservation zoning overlay and expressed support for hiring a consultant.  Alida 
proposed a substitute motion to convene a task force to launch the effort to achieve 
the overlay, with the task force charged with looking into what it would take to have  a 
consultant help with the overlay.  Alida mentioned a previous experience working with 
Aaron Fortner (sp.?), a consultant who would have charged $10K to help with an 
overlay.  Scott indicated that he was willing to accept the modification of the motion 
and that Bruce wanted to be involved.  Alida mentioned that Chris Leeth should also 
be involved.  Scott withdrew his original motion, and Alida withdrew her second.  Alida 
made a motion that DHCA form a committee with the purpose of achieving a Druid 
Hills historic district zoning overlay by developing a request for proposal from 
consultants.  The motion was seconded and passed by voice vote. 
 
The Land Use and Zoning Committee was discussed.  Scott Riley is looking for a good 
date for the meeting but is having difficulty finding a date that is acceptable to  
everyone.  Scott indicated that the Land Use and Zoning Committee should be involved 
in the effort to develop the overlay.  Scott will continue to work to identify a date. 
 
Elliott has talked to Bob Ballou about the CSX railroad bridge over Ponce de Leon.  Bob 
Ballou feels that he has gone as far as he can in trying to be involved in the project.  He 
is stuck at this point but wants to have the DHCA continue to stay informed and 
involved. 
 
Elliott and Sally both emphasized the good work that the Parkwood Garden Club has 
done.  Even people who were against the effort at the beginning are now happy to 
walk their dogs in the new park. 
 
Regional transportation was discussed.  The rail line from Lindbergh to Emory along the 
CSX rail line is still under consideration.  New tracks would be built alongside the existing 
CSX line.  This could potentially damage the creek, and impact must be mitigated.  
There is a public meeting on July 12. 
 
Schools were discussed.  Amy stated that the DeKalb County BoE has approved a 
resolution for this November's ballot to extend the 1% SPLOST.  Part of the resolution 
includes replacement of Fernbank Elementary.  A county-wide facilities assessment was 
done, and Fernbank is in dire need of repair or replacement.  Plumbing systems at 
Fernbank are in terrible shape.  Doug asked whether consolidation of high schools is 
being considered.  Amy indicated that it is being discussed but is not part of the SPLOST.  
Amy stated that the new Fernbank facility would allow elimination of the trailers and 
that Fernbank's attendance zone would eventually include the rest of Druid Hills - areas 
south of Emory University and west of Briarcliff. 
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Alida asked whether anyone will talk to the DHCA about legislative redistricting. 
 
The 2012 Tour was briefly discussed.  Dick mentioned that he and Mike are working to 
put together a meeting to get organized for the Tour. 
 
Scott Riley expressed frustration at the way that garbage collectors park their trucks 
right in the middle of the street.  Scott asked whether it has ever come up in the past.  
No one remembered ever having discussed it before. 
 
Scott Storbeck mentioned that the people filming the American Pie sequel in Druid Hills 
will be making a $500 donation to the DHCA. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:59. 
 


