
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

 
7:30 pm Wednesday, May 16, 2012 

 
Introduction and Approval of Minutes 
A larger than usual number of board members were present at the start of the meeting and all present 
introduced themselves. 
The April 11, 2012 Minutes were approved. 
 
Executive Session was held to update and discuss the Buckler/Nunan property led by Rob Benfield: 

1. Our legal case was re-filed on Tuesday, May 15 in order to submit our findings that were 
inexplicably lost in the previous hearing. 

2. In a very unusual action, Buckler’s attorney sent an abuse of litigation letter, which claims our 
plaintiffs do not have standing to bring the lawsuit.  The purpose of this letter is to intimidate the 
four individual plaintiffs.  

SUMMARY OF MOTIONS: 
1. Amy Power made a motion to approve the letter of indemnification and defense from The 

Executive Committee stating that the DHCA agrees to defend and indemnify the individual plaintiffs 
in the Buckler case in the event an Abuse of Litigation motion or action is brought against the 
individual plaintiffs, and that the DHCA is asked to select their council in such a case.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

2. Amy Power made a motion that before any more fees are paid to our attorney in the Buckler case, 
a written litigation status report of two pages which includes estimation of future costs will be 
submitted to the DHCA.  The motion passed unanimously. 

3. John Zedd made a motion that no substantive decisions on the Buckler case will be made by the 
board before the Land Use Committee meets to make their recommendation.  The motion failed 6 
for and 12 against. 

4. Robert Vicevich made a motion to form a joint meeting of the Land Use Committee and the Historic 
Preservation Committee within the next 30 days to determine who should make recommendations 
to the Board regarding the Buckler litigation.  In the meantime all decisions would be deferred to 
the Executive Committee.  The motion was seconded and passed. 

 
The Public Board Meeting resumed with Presentations of Guests 
Get Grounded:  Angie Waddell, co-founder and director of the new teen center gave an update of their 
opening plans.  The grand opening was on May 4-6 and included 4 hours of teen service cleaning up the 
banks of the Peavine Creek behind the CVS in Emory Village.  The center is open to Middle School 
students on Fridays and High School Students on Saturdays, and will also be open during the week in the 
future.  A handicap entrance has been added to the building and there will be an open house in June.  
There is enthusiastic participation from over 50 youths but there are concerns about funding which needs to 
cover security oversight and insurance.  More information is available at  http://www.groundme.org/ 
 
DeKalb Board of Education Elections 



Marshall Orson, who is running for DeKalb County Board of Education, summarized what he sees as 
important issues for the Druid Hills Community and the importance of a strong and scandal-free Board that 
will support Dr. Atkinson, the new School superintendent.  The past year has been stressful for our 
community as redistricting for Fernbank was considered.  Our current representative board member did not 
oppose splitting up our Fernbank district and having the Briarcliff (“Open Campus”) School replace DHHS, 
but our volunteer parents persevered.  We are fortunate that we have good local schools, but this is not 
true for much of DeKalb County, which is the third largest district in Georgia. There will continue to be great 
risks to our local schools if we do not put things in order throughout the system during these difficult 
economic times.  The election is on July 31, 2012. 
 
The Crum & Forster Building 
Alida Silverman asked the DHCA to support the Midtown Neighbors Association’s opposition to an 
application to demolish two thirds of the Crum & Forster building on Spring Street in the Midtown/Tech 
Square.  The building, classically designed by Ivy and Crook in 1926, was granted Landmark Status in 
2009.  The Georgia Tech Foundation, Inc. filed for a demolition permit on April 17, 2012, which will be 
heard by the Atlanta Urban Design Commission.  The applicants will attempt to convince the three person 
panel that the existing building will necessitate an unreasonable economic return as well as several other 
criteria to justify the de-designation of the landmark building.  Scott Riley suggested that obtaining their 
economic report to the panel would be useful. 
A motion to support the Association’s opposition to the demolition permit passed unanimously. 
Alida also reported that Councilmember Kwanza Hall had introduced legislation to de-designate portions of 
the Crum & Forster property on April 16, 2012, thus diminishing the integrity of Atlanta’s Historic 
Preservation Ordinance. 
A motion to write and submit a letter expressing our concern about Kwanza Hall’s legislation was approved. 
 
DHCA House Tour and Artists Market: Thomas Winn reported that the 2012 tour was successful and will 
email details to the board. 
 
The Mathews Property 
Scott Riley met the owner of the Dan Mathews property (EvanLee Daum, widow of Dan Mathews) and 
reports that she is angry about all the greenspace talk and will not consider this.  There are currently 10 
conforming lots with designs appropriate for the Oakdale, Vilenah, and Dan Johnson Road frontage.  Scott 
believes that any greenspace will need to be purchased and that the builder is very sensitive to what the 
DHCA is advocating.  Chris Leeth reported on concerns brought up by Attorney Dunleavy about the 
differences between development as individual lots vs. a new subdivision which would necessitate adhering 
to requirements such as wider sidewalks which may be inappropriate for the existing neighborhood.  The 
Historic Committee prefers that the project be developed as individual lots, and that the existing Outdoor 
School buildings to be demolished are not historic. 
 
Historic Designation 
Chris Leeth reported that DeKalb County is considering a rolling designation for historic properties in Druid 
Hills which would increase the eligibility date for historic consideration from the current 1946 to period 50 
years before the current date.  The first of three public meetings where the rolling designation was 
announced has taken place and a second meeting will take place in May.  Although only 15% of the houses 
in DH are not historic, there are concerns that some properties will be inappropriately designated historic 
with the new proposal, although many ranch style houses on Artwood and Barton Woods should be 
preserved.  A nonbinding motion to accept a compromise proposal with the current fixed 1946 designation 



plus a fixed 1946-1956 historic ranch designation applied to Artwood and Barton Woods had a majority 
agreement. 
 
There has been no action or news concerning the Lullwater Gardens Apartments site. 
 
Rutledge Park Update 
A public meeting to discuss plans for developing the Rutledge Park is scheduled for tomorrow, May 17.  
The current plan calls for a small playground away from street.  The DHCA Executive committee received a 
proposal for $10K to support the park.  It was agreed that contributing to this neighborhood effort, which the 
DHCA initiated, is a good idea but premature until plans, estimates and budgets are established.  
 
Mary-Angela Whyte requests all articles for the DH News be submitted this week in order to be included in 
the next issue which is to be distributed before the July 4th parade. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:18 PM. 
 


