
 
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, April 20, 2011 
North Decatur Road Building, Room 155 

 
 

Call to Order 
President Bruce MacGregor called the meeting to order with an update on the Home 
and Garden Tour. 
 
Home and Garden Tour 
Becky Evans reminded all board members to sign up as well as to recruit neighbors and 
friends.  183 shifts have been filled but 100 more are still needed, especially in the 
afternoons.  Last minute publicity efforts include Facebook teasers and emails.  There is 
concern that there are many competing festivals on this weekend. 
Dick Shuey informed the board that volunteers can contact Elizabeth Douglas by email 
or by phone:  druidhillshometour@hotmail.com or  404-849-5115 

 
Parks Committee/Playground subcommittee 
Originally scheduled for Saturday, April 23, the first parks committee meeting is 
postponed until after the tour but before school is out. 

 
Home Occupations 
Bruce MacGregor informed the board that DeKalb County has changed its code 
recently to allow home businesses with a required SLUP (special use land permit).  The 
SLUP process requires meeting with neighbors and relevant civic associations for 
approval, so the DHCA will most likely be participating in this process.   
Virginia DuPre is applying to conduct a private counseling business in her home on 
Dyson Drive and is requesting a letter from the DHCA stating the board has “no conflict” 
with her consulting business on Dyson Drive.   Virginia DuPre met with the Executive 
Committee which recommended “no conflict” with proposed restrictions limiting hours, 
signage and number of clients.  After a presentation and discussion, a motion was 
made to write a letter stating there is ‘no Conflict’ with restrictions including no signage, 
a limit of 8 business clients at any one time meeting between the hours of 8am and 
10pm, and approval not transferrable to another location or another person.  The motion  
was approved without dissent.   
 
The Executive Committee has identified the need to develop our own policy on home 
businesses.  The County code deals with customer contact but not with public contact 
and consulting.  Some of the issues to consider include parking, noise, hours of 
operation, number of employees and signage. 
Justin Critz agreed to help Bruce MacGregor developing a DHCA policy. 
 
Land Use 



Nunan Property 
Since Bobby Buckler purchased the property 8 years ago, there have been 6 lawsuits 
and 3 appellate decisions all in our favor to limit development of the 3 lots on 4 acres in 
an area platted by Olmsted and adjacent to Burbank Park on Clifton Road.  However,  
On Wednesday, April 12, the DeKalb planning board agreed with the developer’s 
opinion to subdivide the property into 7 lots with a cul-de-sac without a COA in a 4-3 
decision. 
Rob Benfield reviewed the history of the property as well as the reasons for the DHCA 
position that a subdivision with a detention pond and a cul de sac must trigger the 
requirement to obtain a COA from the Historic Commission.  Should this decision be 
upheld, the consequences for the DH Historic District would be extreme since historic 
lots larger than 1/3 acre could be subdivided without approval by the Historic 
Commission.  The need to hire independent counsel is necessary, although total 
expenses are unknown and the process may last for two years.  A motion to place $50K 
in a fund to support the legal defense of the COA process for subdivisions was passed 
without opposition. 
Rob Benfield also advised us to let our two commissioners know by e-mail and hand 
written letters that we support their efforts to preserve the HC input into development. 
The time and dedicated efforts of Rob Benfield were enthusiastically applauded. 
 
Due to extraordinary vigilance of our legal defense team, it was noticed that an 
amendment was tacked onto Georgia HB 129 by a Troutman Sanders lobbyist just 
before the end of the Georgia session last week.  The rider would exclude the Historic 
Commission’s input for subdivisions in Historic Districts.  Then, due to extraordinary 
efforts by our representatives Mary Margaret Oliver and Stephanie Stuckey Benfield as 
well as our commissioner Jeff Rader, what would have been an automatic approval did 
not pass; however, it is expected that the bill will be taken up again in the next 
legislative session, and the DHCA must remain vigilant.  Bobby Buckler is a partner in 
Troutman Sanders. 
 
 
The Catholic Center on N. Decatur next to the University Inn needs to expand to serve 
more students at the edge of the campus.  They have hired an architect who is now 
aware of the historic district which limits their expansion on their present site.  Bruce 
suggested that this may be a good time to deal with the edge use of the Emory campus.  
Student related organizations such as the Catholic Center are an appropriate transition 
between the University and residential areas.  
 
Hospital Update 
A June 21 meeting is scheduled concerning expansion of the Emory Clinic. 
 
 Proposed Sewage Holding Pit 
Bruce MacGregor reported that a 4.5 million gallon relief storage tank and pumping 
station will be constructed at Kay Lane where the south fork of the Peavine crosses 
Briarcliff.  There was an earlier consideration of locating the tank on Zonolite 
off Briarclifff Rd. 



 
Noise Issues and code enforcement 
1st VP Elliot Kyle reported that Emory parties are very audible across the Peavine Creek 
on Emory Rd (and Harvard and Cornell Roads).  A new ordinance exists to limit noise 
coming from institutional areas into residential areas and residents should call Emory 
Police who keep a record of complaints. 
 
Board Training 
Board Training for new board members begins next month.  New members will meet at 
St. Johns at 7 pm for training and information before the 7:30 meeting. 
 
Transportation 
Admin VP Mike Hellerstein will have all transportation issues available online in a 
Dropbox account at dropbox.com. Contact Mike to have access to the information or to 
get more people involved. 
 
A letter was sent to DeKalb County showing support for a list of improvements 
appropriate for SPLOST money that may become available.  The list includes sidewalks 
and road diet on the ByWay, improved pedestrian crossings and pedestrian and bike 
routes on North Decatur Road, and general support for light rail and the ‘brain train.’ 
 
Georgia Power substation:   the DHCA is asking to Georgia Power to reduce the 
diameter of the proposed poles, to limit poles on the South side of North Decatur Road, 
and to clean up local distribution lines. 
 
Division Reports: 
Div 1) Barbara Vogel reported that the Lullwater Bridge needs replacement and is being 
surveyed.  Design details and plans are unknown. 
The DHCA will provide input to the 2012 CDP at the NPU-N meeting next Thursday.  In 
addition to requesting solutions to the complex problems with the 
Ponce/Briarcliff/Moreland intersection, we support rehabilitation of the Olmsted Linear 
Parks, the integrity of the Landmark and Historic Districts, and the consideration of 
watershed and drainage impacts of development before construction permits are 
obtained. 
Plans for a left turn lane going south on Briarcliff onto Ponce eastbound is scheduled to 
start on May 1. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:18 pm. 
 
 
 
 
  
 


