
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, February 16, 2011 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

 
Call to Order  
President Cathy Vandenberg opened the meeting and all those in attendance 
introduced themselves. 
 
Division Reports 
Div. 1: Barbara Vogel contacted police about parking problems at the Springdale 
Elementary School. 
Div. 2: Sherry Kennedy of the Parkwood Park neighborhood committee expressed 
appreciation for the DHCA contribution for chippers.  Much progress was made on their 
second Saturday workday which was well organized and well attended.  Forty two cubic 
yards of invasive plants were removed.  The next workday will concentrate on removing 
privet and ivy.  Before and after photos of the park were presented showing progress. 
Div. 5:  A neighborhood committee is forming to plan for and maintain the new county 
park on Vickers Drive (formerly the Sara and Louis Mann property). The Committee will 
be chaired by Ken Gibson. 
Div. 7:  A burglary on North Decatur was reported at the same time that AT&T U-verse 
representatives were going door to door.  This may be coincidental but residents should 
be alert.  
Appreciation for DHCA support of the Fernbank Elementary School during the school 
redistricting process was expressed.  
Div. 8: Ron Foust reported that Emory Grove obtained their permit for a community 
garden in the field next to the tennis courts.  Plans include 20’ x 100’ fencing ($1500), 
plot boxes ($900), and a storage shed ($1000).  The application fee ($200) and Annual 
permit ($200) have been submitted by residents.  A request for the DHCA to contribute 
half of the estimated $3800 start up cost will be taken up by Executive Committee. 
Div. 9:  The latest development concerning the Nunan/Butler property adjacent to 
Burbanck Park on Clifton will be addressed later. 
 
Teen Center Update 
Angie Wadell spoke of efforts to develop a community teen advocacy center called a 
“Get Grounded Center” for middle and high school children to meet in a healthy 
environment.  Since obtaining a 501-C status last November, interest has grown from 
local families.  Forty teens from public and private schools are already meeting and are 
forming a board.  Their website is groundme.org and they are looking for a place to 
meet as well as future financial support.  The teens are to have a significant role in 
running the center and are interested in having a safe place to socialize, study and 
organize service opportunities. 
 
Treasurers Report 



Jim Morawetz reported on several proposals made to the Executive Board to consider 
investing the DHCA resources which are currently not appreciating. 
 
Communications VP Report 
David Hill is upgrading the DHCA website to allow more input from residents. 
 
Administrative VP Reports 
Tour of homes:  Dick Shuey reported all homes and one garden are now listed and 
responses from friends and patrons is encouraging. The tour starts with a Gala on 
Wednesday, April 27 at the DH Golf Club.  The Artists market opens on Thursday. 
Becky reported that brochures and posters are printed and she is requesting volunteers 
to distribution the advertisements to businesses in mid March. 
This year trolleys provided by our sponsors will return to the tour. 
 
Nominations Committee:  Claudia Edwards reported that the committee has had 
success finding outstanding candidates including six brand new board members. 
 
Membership: Thomas Winn reported on progress converting to calendar year 
membership renewals to be paid by December.  Email reminders are to be made after 
Thanksgiving of each year. 
 
Annual Meeting:  Elliott Kyle reported that preparations for the annual meeting on 
Sunday are complete and signage has been effectively distributed. 
 
Executive Committee Report 
SPARKS Playground Proposal:  Tim Langdon of the Springdale Elementary School 
PTO playground committee (SPARK) reported that the existing playground is 
inadequate in size and only appropriate for the youngest students.  Since June, $70K 
has been raised with a goal of $130K to build a modern playground accessible by those 
with disabilities.  The first phase replaces mulch with a bonded rubber substrate under 
the existing swing sets.  Phase II will add climbing structures.  The plan will remove the 
existing chain link fence so it may be accessible after hours to the community if policy 
allows. 
Cathy Vandenberg reported that the Executive Committee has agreed to support 
SPARK with a requested $5K donation.  The Motion to approve the donation carried 
without dissent. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  The January 19, 2010 minutes were approved. 
 
First VP Reports 
Historic Landmark Preservation Committee 
Green Gables received a favorable recommendation from the Atlanta zoning review 
board for a special use permit for office use on its first floor.  The Council will act in 
March.  The second floor will continue to be occupied by residents. 
 
 



Jim Heerin, our representative to the Atlanta Neighborhood Planning Unit (NPU)-N, 
submitted written recommendations from Druid Hills for the City Comprehensive 
Development Plan (2008 CDP) now known as the Atlanta Strategic Action Plan.  He 
reported that there was support for our input which included a suggestion for a left turn 
signal going south on Briarcliff at the Ponce/Briarcliff/Moreland intersection as well as a 
call for enforcement of District regulations and education about historic resources. 
 
Parks/Greenspace Update 
The new park on Vickers Drive purchased by the county still needs to be transferred 
from HUD to the Parks Division.  There is interest in naming it in memory of Sara and 
Louis Mann. 
 
Transportation Committee 
Mike Hellerstein is looking to gather and put on line all past traffic resources and traffic 
studies.  He is requesting names of community residents, members and government 
officials who have access to these resources. 
 
AIEV 
Becky Evans reported that road construction in Emory Village has been held up by 
adverse weather.  South Oxford will now be closed starting in March for 60 days, but 
Emory wants South Oxford open for its commencement.   
A design for the Plaza Park next to the Chevron station is complete but 20 to $30K must 
be raised by June 1.  To help raise the needed funds, Emory Village coupon books will 
be on sale at the annual meeting for $20. 
 
Nunan/Buckler Development 
Bobby Buckler met with county planning officials and is now applying to subdivide his 
property on Clifton Rd. into 7 lots as originally proposed 7 years ago.  This latest move 
attempts to circumvent the HPC by claiming that the HPC does not have authority in 
subdivisions.   This proposal will be heard on March 9 so we need to retain council to 
oppose this plan at the hearing.  A Motion was made and approved to authorize Cathy 
to retain council with a $10K limit. 
 
New Business/ Old Business 
Claudia Edwards suggested coming up with a one-sheet request for funds to create a 
standard application procedure which clearly state details of request.  A suggestion was 
made that an application form and guidelines should be posted on the new website. 
 
The Meeting adjourned at 9:17 

 


