
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, January 19, 2011 
1784 North Decatur Rd.  Room 155 

 
Call to Order and Approval of December minutes 
President Cathy Vandenberg opened the meeting and all 24 in attendance introduced 
themselves. 
The Dec 15, 2010 minutes were approved. 
 
Division Reports 
Div. 1:  Barbara Vogel reported that she called the City of Atlanta about an abandoned 
home and reported that parents of Springdale Park Elementary students are looking for 
funds to renovate the playground.  There are still parking issues on Springdale and 
Ponce and on the south side of Ponce related to the school.  It is not clear who has 
authority to enforce parking rules during school pick up hours.  She will file a complaint 
seeking a police presence. 
Div. 7:  Scott Schuman is holding meetings on the proposed DeKalb redistricting. 
 
 Jim Heerin, our representative to the Atlanta Neighborhood Planning Unit (NPU)-N, 
asked for input from Druid Hills for the City Comprehensive Development Plan now 
known as the Atlanta Strategic Action Plan.  The NPU-N is taking recommendations 
from the neighborhoods in the NPU for a land use policy specific to our NPU, and there 
has been little participation from DH.  City board members will submit suggestions to 
Jim. Alida Silverman suggested that Jim could address the problems associated with 
the Ponce/ Briarcliff/ Moreland intersection.  
 
Publix Georgia Marathon 
Peggy Rogers, Community Outreach Director for US Road Sports reported on the plan 
for the Publix Georgia marathon on Sunday, March 3, 2011.  Publix stepped up to 
sponsor this annual event when ING dropped it. 
41000 mailers have been sent to all business and residents announcing the event.  New 
this year is an online list of times when local streets will be affected and a list of 
suggested alternate routes for those affected.  Residents can also contact Peggy ahead 
of time for help in planning transportation the day of the race. 
The Druid Hills neighborhood is encouraged to participate in the neighborhood 
challenge by organizing a distinctively memorable cheering zone.  Neighborhoods 
compete for award money given to their civic association.  The runners vote for winning 
zones.  The Registration deadline is Feb. 7. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Elliott Kyle reported that the Executive Committee is considering ways to increase the 
return on the DHCA savings.  A financial advisor presented investment options to 
Executive committee to safely manage our funds. 
Scott recommended getting at least two proposals from local financial advisors. 



A recommendation was made for the Executive Committee to direct the Financial 
Committee to consider proposals and advice from two or more financial advisors. 
 
Communications VP Report 
David Hill reported that the DHCA now has 70 twitter accounts and an email list of over 
800.  One hundred recent membership renewals resulted from email notices and 
payments are being made through Paypal.  Individuals are able to go to the DHCA web 
site and renew their memberships. 
The Spring DHCA newsletter will include 12 pages because of the Tour.  Ads are 
needed to support this. 
 
Administrative VP Report 
Elliott Kyle: gave an update on the plans for the annual meeting on February 20, 2011. 
Reservations have been made at the Fernbank Museum.  Kyle needs to hear from 
anyone who needs to be on the agenda. 
Claudia Edwards reported that the Nominating committee is on schedule in recruiting 
officers for the annual meeting.  Nominations were due on Jan 15, but volunteers and 
suggestions are still welcome. 
 
Dick Shuey reported that a Staffing chair for the Tour of Homes has been found.  This 
year volunteers will sign up as docents online at the DHCA web site and will be able to 
select specific times and houses.  This should help difficulties Shift Chairs have had in 
the past recruiting volunteers.  A letter will be sent out with procedural instructions.  
Board members should help fill empty slots by actively recruiting.   
Joanna Stroud has a sign up sheet for volunteers to pick up posters to place in stores 
and businesses 2 weeks before the tour. 
 
.Claudia Edwards reported that the Parents’ Network has scheduled a Valentine making 
party on 2/12/2011. 
 
First VP Report 
Bruce MacGregor reported that the Rutledge property on Ridgewood Drive closed and 
is now owned by DeKalb County.  : 
Alida Silverman reported that the proposal for developing the historic Green Gables with 
a business on the first floor and a residence on the second is moving forward and is 
agreeable to the Urban Design Committee.  Consideration of the Zoning Review Board 
is scheduled for Feb 3 and they would like a letter of support from the DHCA. 
 
The City Landmark District now requires a formal map showing noncontributing 
properties.  This was not required in 1982 when Druid Hills was one of the first to 
participate. 
  
Transportation Committee 
Mike Hellerstein reports that the CCTMA  (Clifton Corridor Transportation 



Management Assn.) is looking for rapid transit in the Clifton Corridor between Lindburg 
and the Avondale stations.  Bus or light rail are being considered as well as many 
alternative routes. 
The Transportation committee meets every other month to follow up on issues and to 
give input. The Transportation Minutes are available by emailing Mike. 
 
Claudia Edwards reported that the process for adding traffic calming measures for 
Lullwater, Springdale, Oakdale, and the Byway have been initiated.  Eight people met 
with a transportation engineer today and Dekalb County is now developing a proposed 
plan.  The process will eventually require 65% of all residents to approval the plan. 
There is concern that this measure is an intergovernmental issue since streets go 
through City of Atlanta and Dekalb County.  A cohesive plan that fits in throughout the 
neighborhood and does not unfairly shift traffic problems to another street is needed.  
Mike Hellerstein has a collection of possible traffic calming measures and will add a 
summary to the DHCA web page. 
 
Land Use Issues addressed by Bruce MacGregor include: 
1) A meeting with Georgia Power was held concerning the new substation on North 
Decatur and three concerns were addressed for the community: 
The appearance of the substation and its protective wall. 
The size and location of the high tension poles and anything attached to them. 
The current state of the distribution system which needs to be cleaned up. 
 
2)  The Nunan/ Buckler property adjacent to Burbank Park on Clifton has had 6 or 7 
lawsuits during the past 8 years.  In the last law suit attempting to subdivide the 
property, the court asked HPC to review many additional materials submitted by the 
owner. 
 
3)  The Catholic Center on Emory Drive and N. Decatur is considering the purchase of 
the adjacent lot owned by the University Inn to expand and consolidate their program.   
Because the existing house is historic, they are considering options for developing the 
center in a way to include a chapel. 
 
New and Old Business 
The DHCA sent a letter supporting the Fernbank PTA opposition to the proposed 
DeKalb County School redistricting which would divide parts of our neighborhood that 
have historically always been connected with Fernbank.  The final decision is to be 
made in February. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:15 


