
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

7:30 pm Wednesday, January 18, 2012 
 
Introductions and Approval of Minutes 
Bruce MacGregor opened the first DHCA Board Meeting of 2012 and all in attendance 
introduced themselves.  The December 2011 Minutes were approved. 
 
Druid Hills Tour Update 
Thomas Winn reports that Druid Hills, the Second Century is this year’s theme since 
some of the homes on the tour are 101 years old.  All Committee work is going very well 
and all chair positions are now filled.  Six houses will be selected, although one of the 
original selections will be replaced. 
Booths for the Artists Market are filling up and there are usually last minute requests. 
 
Annual Meeting 
Eliott Kyle reports that preparations have been made for the Feb. 12 Annual Meeting. 
 
Communications VP Replacement 
As David Hill is transitioning out of the Communications VP position, Amy Power 
recommended Susan-Ann MacKenna to take his place. 
Other volunteers with technical expertise may be needed to assist with tour 
communications. 
 
Membership 
Claudia Keenan, who is currently working on the tour, is our new Membership Chair. 
 
Reassignment of Executive Director duties 
Mike Hellerstein reports that Barbara will summarize all she does as a last task, and all 
remaining duties of the Executive Director will be incorporated into existing positions. 
 
Nunan Property Update 
Rob Benefield reported that there are some indications that Bobby Buckler may 
approach DeKalb County with a proposal to sell the Nunan property in its current state 
to the county.  The DHCA attorney, Seth Weisman, suggests that DHCA should support 
county acquisition of the 5 acre lot at fair market value as green space.  Should this 
county acquisition take place, the problems associated with subdividing this particular 
lot would be resolved but the more general problem of a precedent of approving 
subdivisions in an Historic District without a COA would not be resolved. 
A motion was made for the DHCA to support the acquisition by DeKalb County of the 
Nunan/Buckler property at fair market value for green space. 
Discussion included consideration of other spaces more appropriate for parks, but the 
availability of land does affect prioritization.  Our legal presence would continue in any 
discussions to protect our position and to ensure that open discussions will not be 



construed as the county taking of his property.  Concerns that DeKalb County could 
purchase and then develop the property were allayed by restrictions on uses for green 
space funds. 
Scott Riley was contacted by Tom Barefoot of the Druid Hills Golf Club.  Scott was 
informed that Buckler might request a meeting with the DHCA Board.  The DHGC feels 
that the Nunan property should be green space but has taken no official position. 
It was suggested that, should Bobby Buckler request time with the board, we should 
allow a presentation as we would with any party, but with limited time and no response 
since we are in litigation.  Any presentation from Buckler should take place after the 
DHCA Annual meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 15.  
 
SPARK Update 
Tricia Elam gave an update on the consultants hired by the Atlanta School system to 
deal with overcrowding:  Two of the four proposals affected Springdale Park ( SPARK) 
which is already 100 students over its design of capacity.  A proposal to combine 
SPARK with Hope Hill by splitting grades up met with opposition and difficulties were 
presented.  
An alternative proposal would expand the school into the small lot on Briarcliff Road 
used for parking to keep grades K-5 in the school. 
A  meeting scheduled on Jan 30 will respond to community input. 
The local school council met today and addressed the need for extra classrooms. 
The DHCA will write a Support Letter to be drafted by Tricia Elam.  It will state that The 
DHCA has worked for years with APS to develop the successful SPARK of 450 
students.  We support neighborhood K-5 school, and would like the process to be open 
& transparent. 
 
Legislative and Budget positions 
1) The Board will write a letter opposing HB 110, which authorizes the county to 
establish “vacant property registries” or “foreclosure registries.”  

2)  All need to be aware of a trend in DeKalb County for local communities to ‘cherry 
pick’ boundaries to incorporate as a city to the detriment of surrounding communities.  
Discussion centered on what DH should do to be proactive.  If this trend continues, DH 
may want to be included in Decatur, Atlanta, or a new city, although current school 
districts complicate these changes.  
Bruce and Jeff Rader are opposed to a City of DeKalb where all of unincorporated 
DeKalb would become a city.  Mary Margaret Oliver is trying to slow this process down. 
 
3)  Governor Nathan Deal has proposed reducing the State Historic Preservation Office 
by 20% at a time when many feel that SHPO’s resources should be expanded. 
The DHCA needs to take a position on this right away.  A motion to ask the legislature 
to restore SHPO’s budget to the current level passed unanimously. 
 
4) The potential DH Overlay District is to be drafted by the law department to preserve 
larger lots and protect them from subdivision. The timeline for this not known. 
 



 
Historic Preservation Update 
Alida described an amendment to the DH Landmark District whose goal is to simplify 
and streamline the process of granting COA approvals.  A legislative process timeline 
may gain board approval in February. 
The main issues addressed in the amendment include 

1) A map of Contributing vs. Non contributing structures from 1895 to pre-WWII 
2) Landscape Issues: 

a.  Working out details of a Tree Ordinance which includes where to locate 
replacement trees 

b. Specifying features that support the Olmsted design. 
3) Consolidation and Subdivision 

a. Everything needing a COA in one place under General Regulations 
b. Criteria for approval by Urban Design Commission described. 

 
Land Use Updates 
BP has not closed on its property in Emory Village, although it was supposed to have 
done so by now. 
 
Division/Other News 
Div. 2 is hosting a coyote meeting on Jan 31 at the Church of the Epiphany.  There is 
controversy among those who want to exterminate the Coyotes, and those who want to 
live with it. 
 
The Nominations Committee deadline Jan 22:  Claudia will head this committee. 
 
Treasurer Scott Storbeck will be completing budget in the next few weeks. 
 
The Deadline for DH news and articles is Feb 17. 
 
The gold bows on mailboxes in memory of Patrick Chance made a big impression on 
the family and the community. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:50. 


