
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, November17, 2010 
St. John's Lutheran Church 

 
Call to Order and Introductions 
President Cathy Vandenberg opened the meeting and all in attendance introduced 
themselves. 
 
Division Reports 
Div. 1: Authorities have been notified of an abandoned house. 
Div. 3: Betty Willis of Emory has asked if there is interest in having a community garden 
located on Emory’s West Campus adjacent to Division 3 and accessible by Divisions 4 
and 6. 
Div. 4:  Traffic calming measures are being pursued in Division 4. 
A new Division 4 Chair is needed as Shawn Riggin is resigning due to job conflicts.   
Div. 6:  A new Division 6 Chair is also needed to replace David O’Brien.  
Div. 8:  Ron Foust shared reports of past citations for nonconforming historic details and 
made the point that residents do not live in museums but in homes that need to be 
updated.  Division 8 will continue to lobby for updated guidelines. 
Div. 9: The removal of the Mann’s house on Vickers in the Peavine Creek floodway was 
recognized as welcome news. 
Div. 2:  Bob Ballou reported that he is continuing discussions with CSX about renovation 
of the RR bridge over Ponce and noted that 2011 is the 100 year anniversary of this 
visual entrance to Druid Hills. 
 
Upon reaching a quorum, the October Minutes were approved with 2 revisions. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Jim Morawetz distributed the Budget Committee’s report.  The projected budget 
appears to break even this year as the Druid Hills News income is down due to the 
economy and membership dues are behind due to the transition to a uniform due date.  
Appreciation for the work of Jim Morawetz and the Budget Committee was 
enthusiastically acknowledged. 
Many contributions have been made this year that are not separate line items so the 
Trees Atlanta donation is not listed separately.  Contributions of $16K have been made 
so far this year although $8K was budgeted. 
The reduction of the OLPA contribution was questioned.   OLPA has its own community 
fund raising process and Doug Grimm agreed to find out more about their budget and 
endowment to assess what donation would be most appropriate from the DHCA. 
The budget was approved unanimously. 
 
Executive Committee Report 
Cathy Vandenberg reported on the request from the Parkwood Garden Club for a 
contribution to help fund the restoration of the 3.2 acre Parkwood Park. The request is 



for $1K to rent a chipper on four Saturdays.  The Executive Committee recommended 
an initial $500 contribution for 2 Saturdays to assess their progress.  There is an overall 
desire to support the efforts of the Parkwood Garden Club but discussion took place 
about contributions based on need, impact on the community and matching funds 
raised by the local community.  Alida did not think OLPA is a likely source of funds since 
Parkwood Park is a greenspace and not a park formally connected to the Olmsted 
Linear Park system. 
A motion was made for an immediate contribution of $500 with an additional $500 
contribution to be considered, but the motion did not pass. 
An alternative motion to contribute $1000 to be paid out when receipts are submitted for 
work on the park did not pass either. 
Alida Silverman made a motion to make a $1000 contribution to the Parkwood Garden 
Club with a request for a written statement of the Parkwood Garden Club’s history and 
documentation of their ownership of the land they are rehabilitating.  This motion 
passed. 
A suggestion was made to encourage membership of groups that receive funds from 
the DHCA. 
 
Administrative Vice President’s Report 
Elliott Kyle reported that efforts will be made to inform the community about 
membership with an e-alert.  Memberships can be made online and all board members 
should be up to date with their memberships. 
 
Community and Lifestyle Committee 
Chad Henderson and Claudia Edwards were applauded for the very successful Druid 
Hills Day festivity which was held in conjunction with the annual Halloween party run by 
the parents network.  
 
Tour of Homes and Artists Market   
Dick Shuey reported that the Saturday breakfast meeting was well attended and that the 
final selection of homes has not yet been made. 
The committee is hoping to have online sign-up for docent time slots this year. 
A revenue chair and secretary are still needed as Becky Evans is an interim chair.  A 
tickets chair is also needed. 
The House Tour will be on the fourth weekend in April since Easter is late this year.  
This is the same weekend as the Inman Park House Tour.  We are hoping to work with 
this neighboring tour to avoid any appearance of competing with them. 
 
First Vice President’s Report 
The historic Green Gables home in the Landmark District on Ponce de Leon between 
the Druid Hills Methodist Church and the new Springdale Park Elementary School was 
originally the parsonage of the church.  The lot was subdivided and has been in the 
possession of the current owner for 18 years.  Rick Drewry is the prospective new 
owner and proposed having his corporate offices for Southeast Janitorial LLC 
established on the first floor with six employees.  He will reside on second floor. 



Rick Drewry is seeking a special use permit since this will be a combination office and 
residence in the Landmark District.  The permit would be valid for 5 years and then 
returns to full residential status.  There are no plans to increase parking or make 
exterior changes. 
Recommendations from the DHCA for a special use permit and approval from the 
Atlanta Neighborhood Planning Unit (NPU) both passed unanimously. 
 
Alida Silverman requested a DHCA presence at the November 29 hearing to oppose 
the proposed demolition of 1715 S. Ponce for health and safety concerns.   
A motion to oppose demolition passed unanimously. 
 
The Limited Amendment to Landmark District Regulations Project 
Alida Silverman reported that this project is a cooperative effort between the Atlanta City 
staff and all historic and landmark districts to clarify and simplify District ordinances and 
regulations.  Details of the process are still needed before educating affected residents 
of the City of Atlanta. 
 
The Mann’s property on Vickers at the Peavine Creek 
There is interest in the neighborhood to name this new publicly acquired property, but it 
is not clear what government department has jurisdiction and how the community may 
participate.  Doug Grimm will find out where in the county to go to name and plan for a 
park.  The property was not purchased as a greenspace but as a foreclosure for 
neighborhood stabilization.  Mike Hellerstein will communicate information to the 
neighborhood. 
 
University Catholic Center at Emory 
Chris Leeth reported that the Catholic Center at the corner of North Decatur and Emory 
Drive is seeking to redevelop their two houses into a more substantial development.  
The lots are zoned O & I but are adjacent to R-75 residences. 
 
Transportation Committee 
Mike Hellerstein has received requests for a bike lane along the byway and will 
research what has already been proposed. 
 
AIEV Laison Report 
Becky Evans reported that work on Emory Village is proceeding on schedule and hopes 
the community will support the businesses during construction. 
Fund raising proceeds with Emory Village coupon books to sell as stocking stuffers by 
the beginning of December. 
First Thursdays was an initial effort to support the businesses and took much effort but 
only bought out 50 to 60 people. 
Judy Yates suggested having busses from 5 – 9 help with accessibility since parking is 
so difficult. 
 
Old and New Business 



The Nominating Committee, headed by Claudia Edwards with members Joanna Stroud, 
Elise Riley and Rolf Grun, will need to meet soon. 
 
The presence of coyotes in Druid Hills was noted.  The community needs to be aware if 
coyotes are seen in the daytime and in the streets since these are signs that they are 
becoming bolder.  Coyotes patrol a one mile radius when they have litters.  Coyotes can 
be trapped, but studies show that they will come back. 
 
On the Emory Campus, the first phase of development on Clifton across from the CDC 
is to begin in 2011.  The original plan has been downsized to less than the original 600 
units with commercial space. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:21.  

 


