
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, October 20, 2010 
St. John's Lutheran Church 

 
Call to Order and Introductions 
President Cathy Vandenberg opened the meeting with a quorum of members..  
The minutes for September 15, 2010 were approved with minor corrections.  
 
DeKalb County Schools Rezoning Initiative 
Amy Power, co-president of the Fernbank PTA, reported that the Dekalb County School 
system is considering redistricting school zones throughout DeKalb County to balance 
loads next year.  A consulting company has been hired and will hold meetings with 
communities.  Attendance at Fernbank is fine but bordering schools are under-enrolled.  
Informal suggestions include sending the western part of the current Fernbank zone 
(which includes historic Druid Hills) to Briar Vista.  The PTA will appreciate it if the 
DHCA is attentive to this matter.  The PTA is also looking for information on the history 
of the Fernbank boundaries to help strengthen their ability to establish positions 
favorable to community.  Most families prefers to expand facilities rather than to cut up 
existing attendance zones.  There are currently 690 students at Fernbank, but all 4th 
graders are in trailers.   
There have been suggestions to rename Shamrock Middle School to Druid Hills Middle 
School. 
 
Division Reports 
Div. 1:  Barbara Vogel reported that the Dali Lama monks who are making 
presentations at Emory have been taking early morning walks on Lullwater.   
Division 1 residents had their first block party on Lullwater with 90 in attendance.  They 
appreciate the support from the DHCA which included $200 in funding and feel that the 
event was very successful and included residents that have not been active in the 
DHCA. 
Div. 2:  Bob Ballou had four topics to report: 
1)  Complaints continue to be made about a house full of unruly students – he will 
determine the legal limit for unrelated tenants in a house. 
2) Artwood residents will meet this week to determine their positions and concerns 
regarding establishing a new character area 
3) Bob met with John Lewis who is looking for federal funding for a train quiet corridor. 
4) Residents are organizing to tend the overgrown Parkwood Park in the ravine 
between East and West Parkwood Drive, the last greenspace on the Olmsted plan 
across from the Decatur Triangle on Ponce de Leon.  Members of the Parkwood 
Garden Club have started to renovate the park which has been untended since the 
1990’s.  The 3.2 acre park is now owned by the neighborhood garden club.  Sherry 
Kennedy is leading this effort and on October 16 twenty-five residents had their first 
workday which ended with a block party.  The next work weekend is November 13. 



Div. 5:  Street Parking permits for residents on Emory Drive have been established.  
Funds to replace sidewalks along Vickers Dr. ($182K) are being sought through the 
Federal Safe Routes to School program. 
Div. 7:  Scott Schuman gave an update on the renovation of the house with asbestos 
roof tiles.  The owners are adhering to the historic guidelines and the asbestos removal 
is proceeding properly.  
Div 8:  Ron Foust addressed concerns among some Emory Grove residents that their 
Character Area guidelines may need to be modified to allow more flexibility in up-
grading their homes in an energy efficient manner.  Discussions to evaluate the Emory 
Grove Character Area in the Historic District continue. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Jim Morawetz reported that the DHCA is in good financial condition.  The annual budget 
will be presented at the November meeting. 
There was discussion about how much money is needed in reserve for future and 
emergency use including potential legal fees.  This year $38K was earned from the 
house tour, and the remainder of income came from dues and yard sale.  Dues are 
down during the transition to a January due date for all members.  The dues traditionally 
cover administrative costs.  This year we have made more charitable contributions than 
we have in the past. 
 
Cathy Vandenberg reported on the need to have a formal written financial policy and a 
motion was made to form a committee to write a policy statement.  This committee will 
be headed by Treasurer Jim Morawetz and the statement will define logistics and 
procedures and will consider new investment strategies. 
 
 
Communications VP Report 
David Hill reported that we now have 780 subscribers on e-alert.  Twitter has 50 
followers.  The Forum is still a popular source for information.  
 
Druid Hills News:  Mary Angela gave an update on the DH News.  There is an increase 
in ads disguised as articles.  We normally refuse these ads but we may need to 
consider charging for these since more paid ads are needed.  The next issue is the Mid 
December issue and the deadline for news is one week after the ad deadline. 
 
Administrative VP Report 
Elliott Kyle reported that a letter will be sent out tonight about the new renewal 
membership deadlines.  The Yard sale was a success with about 80 participants 
Bruce MacGregor volunteered to pick up DHCA mail. 
 
Community and Lifestyle 
Chad Henderson and Claudia Edwards gave an update on this weekend’s combined 
Druid Hills Day and Halloween Party. OLPA will have a tent and serve ice cream.  The 
Parents network is creating a Halloween theme for the festival on Sunday, from 3-6 pm  



In Dellwood Park.  There will be live music and a costume competition for adults as well 
as for kids.  Local politicians have been invited. 
 
Tour of homes and Artist Market 
Dick Shuey reports that a breakfast for Tour Sponsors will be on Friday, Nov. 12.   
The committee is making final selections on the homes being considered. 
Still needed is the Revenue Chair, Staffing Co-Chair, and writer/editor in the Publicity 
Committee. 
 
First Vice-President’s Report 
Historic/Landmark Preservation Committee:  Alida Silverman reported that the 1715 S. 
Ponce application for demolition has been deferred for the second time since insufficient 
information and documentation was provided to the staff.  The next hearing is 
November 29. 
 
A 1950’s apartment at 803 Briarcliff  Rd. was acquired by the Atlanta Public School 
System since it backs up to the new Springdale School on Ponce.  This purchase will 
provide the parking required for the school, but carpool and safety issues are still being 
considered. 
 
A cooperative effort between Atlanta City staff and all historic districts is underway.  The 
Limited Amendment of District Regulations Project will clarify aggregation issues 
addressed in the DH historic district.  Examples are standards for fences and walls, 
material and widths for driveways and adding non-original architectural elements like 
replacement windows.  
 
Emory/Haygood Variance update: 
Bruce MacGregor gave an update on Emory’s proposed medical research building next 
to DHHS on Haygood.  Emory has proposed a large bridge connecting the Childrens 
Center on the south side of Haygood to the proposed new research building.  The 
bridge is 2 stories tall, 40’ wide, and 30’ off the ground and will include offices.  Parking 
will be at the Claremont lot and the Childrens decks and existing parking on the DHHS 
boundary will be reduced to about 8 spaces.  
 
Parks/Greenspace Committee 
Doug Grimm:  DeKalb County has a contract on the Rutledge Property between Emory 
Dr. & Ridgewood.  This interior lot will return to its original use as a park. 
 
Attempts to subdivide The Buckler property next to Burbank Park in non-conforming 
ways continue 
 
Transportation 
Mike Hellerstein gathered many heated emails about the temporary left turn onto Clifton 
from N. Decatur westbound.  During meetings with Clifton residents’ representatives 
and the County on Monday, October 18, 2010, it was stated that the temporary left turn 



is an engineering decision that will be in effect for 60 days.  DHCA has not and will not 
take a position on this installation. 
 
AIEV Liaison Report 
Becky Evans reported that the Emory Village roundabout is about 1 week behind 
schedule but will be catching up with after-hours activity. 
The AIEV is looking for ways to raise funds for landscaping.  Under consideration is a 
raffle with funds split evenly between winners & landscaping, a book of coupons  and an 
Annual Emory Village Festival in future. 
 
There was no New/Old Business. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:51. 
 


