
Board of Directors Meeting 
Druid Hills Civic Association 

7:30 pm Wednesday, April 21, 2010 
St. John's Lutheran Church 

 
Call to Order and Introductions 
President Cathy Vandenberg opened the meeting and all in attendance introduced 
themselves. 
 
The Minutes of March 17, 2010 were approved. 
 
Administrative Vice President’s Report 
Elliot Kyle expressed appreciation for all who worked so hard for the 2010 House Tour. 
Becky Evans reported that attendance was up and there was no negative feedback 
after the tour this year.  The focus on a single street was very successful. 
Joanna Stroud reported that the attendance at the Artists Market was also up with an 
increase in people coming solely for the artist market although the conflict with the 
Dogwood Festival was a concern. 
 
First VP report:  Green Space Nominations: 
Mary Emma McConaughey explained how their 5 acre lot will remain a private nature 
preserve.  A conservation easement was defined through the Georgia land trust.  The 
McConaugheys encourage conservation groups to visit with an appointment. 
Doug Grimm reported on progress from the Green Space Committee and presented a 
wish-list of Potential Park properties (prioritized by votes in executive committee). Druid 
Hills is only a small part of our district which has 6M$ for purchasing green space. 

1.  Lullwater Apartments on North Decatur (3.73 acres) 
2. Nunan Property next to Burbank Park (4.63 acres) 
3. Oakdale/Vilenah (2 acres) 
4. Daniel property (2.2 acres) 
5. Rutledge property (1.8 acres) 

This list will be given to county staff who will analyze the properties.  The list will also be 
given to Commissioner Rader who asked the DHCA to prioritize the properties for 
purchase. 
Bruce suggested that a higher priority be given for properties currently for sale since the 
threat of development is already present. 
Paul Shanor pointed out that it is also easier to negotiate a price when properties are 
already on the market. 
 
The motion to submit the list to DeKalb County passed with an amendment to have the 
county prioritize the list according to threat of development. 
 
Plans for the old Emory Village Bookstore 
Chris Leeth reported on a proposal to develop the Old Emory Bookstore as a “Twisted 
Taco” restaurant.  However, the proposal would move the front windowed wall 16’ back 



to allow a patio to exist as a part of the building under the existing roof rather than on 
the street.  Because the guidelines do not directly address this modification of the 
storefront, the Historic Commission was split and deferred approval until feedback from 
the DHCA is received. 
 
A motion was made to maintain a façade in the plane of the existing building using 
architectural details such as glass, trellises, etc. if it maintains the spirit of the existing 
guidelines.  The motion passed with three opposed. 
 
A substitute motion was made to follow a process where willing board members can join 
with the historic subcommittee to develop thoughtful responses to proposed plans.  The 
Motion passed without opposition. 
 
Oxford/Clifton Intersection 
Mike Hellerstein reported on a neighborhood meeting to address problems at the 
Oxford/Clifton intersection.  Although there are not many accidents reported, it is difficult 
to negotiate a left turn from Oxford to Clifton as well as to turn left onto Oxford while 
going north on Clifton.  Pedestrian crossings are also challenging due to limited sight 
distances and the width of Oxford.  The neighborhood recognizes that stop signs on 
Clifton would be problematic and proposes to replace the existing triangular island with 
a longer and narrower island on Oxford.  The traffic pattern will remain the same but a 
smaller intersection with a more conventional shape and a painted crosswalk is 
proposed.  The neighborhood is looking for a letter of support from the DHCA and a 
motion to support the proposed changes passed without opposition. 
 
Street Trees Survey and Management Plan 
Alida Silverman asked for support in applying for an urban forestry grant with a May 7 
deadline.  After the loss of trees as well as county condemnations of nine more trees on 
Oakdale in April 2009, a proactive and stewardship approach to restore the tree canopy 
is proposed.  The survey and management plan would use Arborguard to assess 
existing trees and plan for their maintenance and allows us to know what we have.  The 
proposed survey includes all streets with sidewalks in the DH area. 
Sean Riggin and Alida are willing to write the grant to have a professional survey 
completed which would cost about $20K.  Because the grant money must be matched, 
$10K would be applied for in the grant. 
Chris Leeth pointed out that real utility of the plan is to provide for the succession of the 
canopy since so many trees are past their prime.  The proposed survey could be 
considered a part of the master plan to protect the future of the neighborhood. 
 
A motion for the DHCA to apply for a grant, written by Alida Silverman and Sean Riggin, 
for $10K to be matched dollar for dollar by the DHCA passed without opposition, but not 
unanimously. 
 
Neighborhood Concerns / DeKalb County Noise Ordinance 
Neighborhoods are concerned about noise from Emory concerts.  Elliot Kyle will look 
into this. 



 
Treasurer’s Report 
A Budget Committee of Scott Storbeck, Rolf Grun, Cathy Vandenberg, Jim Morawetz, 
and Elliot Kyle will develop a budget for the year. 
 
Executive Committee Report 
Joanna Stroud proposed having a landscape company provide secure water sources to 
support landscaping at St. John’s Lutheran Church.  The DHCA has contributed some 
landscaping to the church but we need to contribute more for all they do for us.  
Currently, there is only one spigot for the entire property.  The Executive Committee 
approved up to $2K for this project. 
A motion by the Board to approve $2K for this proposal passed without opposition. 
 
Division Reports 
New Division chairs are needed for two Divisions: 
Elise Riley was approved to chair Division 5 (formerly held by Jeff Lesesne). 
Division 6 is now open since David O’Brien moved to Division 7. 
 
Division 1:  Barbara Vogel reported on a continuing problem of trash as well as the front 
yard being used as a parking lot on the Hare Krishna property.  We need to take 
photographs since we cannot get inspectors out on Sundays. 
A Fire Hydrant was turned off and residents had a poor response from the Water and 
Sanitation Department. 
There are concerns throughout the neighborhood that Coyotes are killing pets.  The 
coyotes are heard at nights but are very difficult to rid. 
 
Division 2:  Robert Ballou held a meeting on Artwood concerning the designation of the 
street as a Character Area. 
 
Division 4:  Traffic calming measures on Oxford were proposed. 
 
Division 7:  Noted that dumpsters in unincorporated DeKalb County cannot be stationed 
on a street.  The poor landscaping on the old BP lot in Emory Village is now an eyesore.   
The lot was abused by the utility companies as they worked in the Village. 
  
Division 8:  Ron Foust reported that a resident wanted to use a traffic island as a 
community garden but found a space near the tennis court. 
 
New/Old Business 
Chris Leeth reported that the Mann property oon Vickers has been bought by DeKalb 
County with FEMA money.  Everything will be removed since it is in the floodway which 
restricts all structures. 
 
Alida Silverman reported that the Posters of Atlanta’s historic neighborhoods will be 
given to area churches after a letter is written by Dick Shuey. 
 



Chad Henderson has been chairing the Community and Lifestyle (social) Committee for 
years and we are seeking someone to take over.  Chad was given an ovation for his 
work. 
Joanna Stroud suggested that the band that has played at the Arists’ Market should be 
the responsibility of the Community & Lifestyle Committee.  This event could be 
developed for families with children by adding activities such as puppetry workshops.  
Many parents liked the children’s activities at the Artists market. 
 
Board training for six new board members will take place in the near future. 
 
Scott:Storbeck reported that National Garden Clubs will be meeting in Atlanta on May 
14.  There is a request from the Lullwater Garden Club for volunteers to help them 
showcase their gardens which will be featured at the national gathering. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:57 


