
 
DRUID HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC 

Board of Directors Meeting 
St John’s Lutheran Church 

Wednesday, October16, 2013, at 7:30 PM 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Officers: J Critz, C Hamilton, C Vandenberg, M Hellerstein, K Gibson, B MacGregor, D Shuey, J Yates 
Chairs: B Vogel, A Wallace, R Vicevich, M St. Louis, S Misner 
2013: C Keenan, D Winston,   2014: S Cappel, T Whitman,   2015: B Evans, J Stroud. 
Guests: Jenny McGuigan (communications), Bob Ballou, David Martin (DH Patrol),  

Aja Pascale (safecrossing), Alida Silverman. 
 
The September18, 2013 DHCA Board Minutes were approved. 
 
Bob Ballou has been leading the Safer Crossing organization since 2005 to obtain quieter and safer 
gated rail crossings on East Lake Rd. and on Coventry Rd. (http://www.safercrossing.org/)  Bob 
introduced Aja Pascale who has volunteered to help raise awareness and raise funds for the project.  
They have met with county and state officials and are looking for community support to help in 
fundraising.  There are three crossings that would each require over $250K to install. 
A motion to support their Safer Crossing resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
A growing neighborhood problem was brought to the board’s attention due to 8-10 homeless 
people occupying an area behind the Primitive Baptist Church on Ponce.  The church is on private 
property adjacent to Paideia where students park, and problems have been increasing as residents 
have been confronted by those living on the property.  Justin has met with church officials and 
with Paideia administrators as well as the DH Patrol.  The police have been asked to be more 
vigilant but this requires cooperation of church, which now recognizes the growing problems. 
 
David Martin, president of DH Patrol, presented data showing that crime in the neighborhood has 
increased recently and is appearing within the area patrolled.  If memberships increase from 300 
plus to 1000, then the entire DH neighborhood could be patrolled by off duty police officers.  The 
current monthly fee of $40 is seen by many as too high a price, so there is an effort to reduce the 
cost with increased participation.  A promotional price of $25/month when signing up for six 
months has been introduced.  The DH Patrol is looking forward to having a closer relationship 
with the DHCA.  Checks for the patrol can be given to Judy Yates. 
 
Atlanta Historic Preservation Issues – Steven Cappel 

• Atlanta’s DH Landmark District text is being amended to allow staff level review for minor 
applications to create a faster turnaround at a more appropriate price ($10 vs. $100).  Also, 
the text will standardize language and clarify ambiguities.  The proposed amendment will 
be available through a link on the DHCA website.  Some of the changes include: 

o Fences and pavements not visible from the right-of-way will be reviewed at the 
staff level 

o Subdivision and consolidation rules will unambiguously apply to the entire DH 
historic landmark district 

o The city-wide tree ordinance will be recognized since it is stronger than the existing 
DH Landmark District tree ordinance of 1982. 

o The historic building period will be extended from 1930 to 1941 so pre WWII 
architecture with similar historic styles, workmanship and materials are included. 

• The Tamas properties on the corner of Ponce and Clifton may be developed.  To be 
included on the communications list, contact Steven Cappel. 

o Last June the two Tamas lots were sold contingent on the acceptance of 17 two-
story, high-end condos including 2 to 3 units in each of the two existing structures. 



Atlanta zoning currently allows this density on the 2.5 acres development.  The 
current 168’ setback accommodates the open space requirement.  The developer has 
been very transparent with the DHCA and an onsite meeting to be attended by 
neighbors is planned. 

 
 
The DHCA Budget 
Mike Hellerstein presented a two-page budget summary, which has a new look since Mike has 
transferred data into a Quicken format to make it easier to update.  Concern was expressed that 
DHCA legal funds that are in the bank account but separated for designated costs are not included 
in the report.  A suggestion was made to make the legal funds visible in the report. 
A Motion to approve the 2013 budget was tabled until legal funds and expected bills are 
designated, even if separate. 
 
Good Growth DeKalb  
Good Growth DeKalb is a neighboring Medlock community organization which formed to oppose 
the proposed Walmart development on North Decatur Rd. The DHCA has a history of supporting 
neighboring CAs in order to raise the level of expertise outside of our neighborhood so community 
issues do not always fall on us.  When asked for our support the Executive Committee 
recommended a $750 grant..   
A motion to support the Good Growth DeKalb organization with a $750 donation was approved 
with one abstention. 
 
Proposed New DeKalb County Zoning Ordinance 
Eight major concerns of the proposed DeKalb County Zoning Ordinance have been identified, and 
hiring outside council to draft the appropriate language addressing these issues is being considered.  
Funds needed to hire Frank Jenkins for this task will be quantified. 
 
The annual Fall Festival on Ponce is October 19-20.  The DHCA has been offered a table at the 
festival where information about the DHCA will be available. 
 
The DH House and Garden Tour Update:   
Seven houses for the 2014 tour have been identified and plans are moving along nicely.  Although 
most positions have been filled, the Operations and the Logistics chairs are still needed and 
members of the board are encouraged to fill these two important positions.  Judy Yates pointed out 
that the Tour offers a chance to educate the public on the differences between contemporary 
subdivisions and our historic neighborhood with visible examples.  We should point out why the 
absences of fences and border plantings help create the Olmsted Park environment. 
 
Traffic Issues 
Mike St. Louis, Division 4 Chair, expressed concerns about increased Springdale traffic resulting 
from traffic calming measures on Oxford.  The Traffic Committee is currently not active and a new 
chair is needed.  Traffic calming measures by the county are planned street by street and do not 
look at comprehensive or regional plans.  Parking permits and traffic calming measures can be 
extremely divisive issues and need to be treated with care.  The DHCA should be a resource 
offering information about how to go about it, but it is up to individual streets to initiate actions. 
 
Communications 
Mike St. Louis suggested having links to Division listserves on our website.  The very successful 
Division 2 website would make an excellent template for other divisions.  Division 2 has already 
informed residents of a 7:00 meeting on Tuesday, October 22 to discuss local issues such as crime 
and cityhood. 
 
Cityhood 



Mike St. Louis reported that the DHCA website is being kept up to date with new information 
added regularly.  A new group led by Kirk Larson of Springdale Road has been formed by 
residents in unincorporated DeKalb promoting the annexation of all of DH into Atlanta.  It is 
important that the DHCA not take sides at this time but is seen as an equitable partner for all 
viewpoints in cityhood issues.  However, individuals in the DHCA may do this as residents.  The 
Vincent Institute report, partly funded by the DHCA, is due in December.. 
 
The October Board Meeting adjourned at 9:23 
 
 


